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64, Upper Gardiner-street, Dublin, 
22nd July, 1874. 



Sir, 

The Judicial and Criminal Statistics of Ireland for the year 1873 have been 
collected by Mr. F. J. Cullinan, of the Chief Secretary’s Office, and Mr. R. Clegg, 
of the Office of the Inspectors-General of Prisons. The Tables in Part II. (Judicial 
Statistics) have been compiled by Mr. CuUinan, and, under his supeivision, the 
Tables in Part I. (Criminal Statistics), so far as not supplied in a compiled form by 
the Departments making the returns, have been compiled by Mr. Clegg. 

I have, as in preceding years, prefixed the Introductory and Explanatory Report. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

W, Neu.son Hancock. 



The Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks Beach, Bart, m.p.. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 
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INTEODUCTOBY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT 



/ 



PAET I.-CEIMINAL STATISTICS. 



The returns of Criminal Statistics have been collected and presented to Parliament since 
1863, under the directions of successive Lords Lieutenant, and in compliance vdth an 
address presented by the House of Lords to Her Majesty. They are an-anged in order 
sunilar to that adopted in the volume of English Criminal Statistics, and so as to compare 
with the Irish Statistics of preceding years. 

As far as possible, the returns in the Appendix relating to matters connected xvith 
each other are grouped together. Thus the Police Tables show tlie estabhshments of 
the Police, the criminal classes known to the Police, the offences committed and tlie 
character of criminals ; and grouped with these are the returns of Coroners, which 
^ve the number of inquests held, distinguishing the cases in which the result of the 
inquest was the disclosure of crime, thus presenting points of comparison with the 
returns of crime made by the Police. 

The next class includes returns of criminal proceedings at Assizes, the Commission 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, made by the Local Inspectors of Gaols ; and with these are 
classed tire returns of Crown Solicitors as to costs of criminal proceedings. 

The last group of Criminal Returns relates to the different places in which criminals 
are kept in confinement. Under the general head “ Prisons,” this group comprises 
returns from County Gaols, Bridewells, Convict Prisons, Reformatory Schools, Industria.1 
Schools, and Lunatic Asylums. 

In this Introductory Report the Statistics are divided more completely, accord- 
ing to subject-matter, independently of the source from which the information is 
received, under the four following heads 1st, Statistics of Crime ; 2nd, Modes of Pro- 
cedure for Punishing Crime ; 3rd, Criminal Classes, and Places of Detention of Criminals ; 
4th, Staff employed in the Suppression of Crime, and Cost incurred. 



CHAPTER I— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 

The following table shows the indictable offences compared with the corresponding 
figures since the year 1864 : — 



Ihbictabie Offenobs wot disposed of Sehuarily. 



..... 


Popuhlion.. 




I™1 


Aciu.1 


1 Per 1D,0Q0 of Fopulalioa. 




Number. 


Ii^roaie. 


Decreflse. 


1864, 


5,040,527 


10,865 












1865, 


5,594,589 


9,766 




1,099 










5,522,942 


9,082 : 














6,486,609 


9,260 


178 












5,465.914 


9,090 














5,449,094 


9,178 


88 










1870, 


5,418,512 


9,517 


339 










1871, I 


5,395,007 


8,155 




1,362 










5,372,199 


7,716 




439 










5,337,261 


6,942 


“ 


774 


13'0 


- 
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ClIAPTEE I. 
Statistics of Crime. 



CompavisoD of 
crime in 1873 
with crime in 
previous years. 



ladictabkoffeDces, 



The amount of serious crime has now diminished for three years in succession ; the 
number of crimes in 1873 is. less than in any year since the Criminal Statistics were 
first in a complete shape in 1864. 

Part of the improvement in the past ten years is in treasonable offences. They had Treasonable 
exceeded 500 in number in 1866 and 1867, but there had been a complete subsidence 
in 1872, and no such offences have been returned by the police in 1873. 

Part of the improvement in the past ten years has been in agrarian offences. The Agrarian orii 
• Estimated iiopulation for the middle of eaeli year from Ergistrar-Goncral’s Returns, 1873 No 40 

c ■ 
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PiBT I. numter of outrages specially reported has been in the past two yeaa-s, on an average, 

CauimAi. 255, whilst in 1862 and 1863 it was on an average 356. 

Sta^cs. 2 less than in 1872. There was an increase 

OnAPTEBl. in the number of such offences in Clare of 17, and in Limerick of 11 , and parts of these 
SMiHic, of Crime, ^^der the second part of the Peaxie Preservation Act ; there was 

Agrarian outrages, increase in 1873 in the other Munster counties except Waterford, in which theie 
were no agrarian offences in either year, making a total increase in Munster of 
49 offences” This unfavourable result in Munster was, however, more than counter- 
balaneed by the diminution in the other provinces of 2 in Connaught, 26 in Leinster, 
and 23 in Ulster, making the total of Ireland 2 le^ than in 1872. All the counties but 1 
in Connaught showed favourable results, all but 2 in Leinster, and all but 3 in Ulster. 
Indiclalte offences. The following table shows the comparison, in detail, between 1873 and 1872, of 

indictable offences not disposed of summarily. 

The different offences are divided into two classes— first, those in which the results 
were more favourable in 1873 than in 1872 ; and, secondly, those in which the results 



were more favourable in 1872 than in 1873. 

In each class the offences are arranged according to the degree of difference between 
the years— those that contribute most to the general result coming first ; the exact 
difference is stated in each case, and the degree by which the lesser number is below the 
greater added as a per-centage on a uniform principle for exact com parison. 



SlaHslics of 1873 more fa.vov.raUe ihasi those of 1872. 

Totfil offences of all kinds disposod of by 
indictment, . . . ■ 

Assault and infliotiug bodily barm, 

Offences against property (witkoiit violence), 
Assaults, oonimou, and on peace officers, . 
Malicious offences against property, 

Offoncca, iinolassifled, . . ■ • 

Crimes again stbnman life (includingmurder, attempt 

to murder, sbooting at, 'vouiiding, stabbing, Ac., 
to do bodily barm, manslaugbter, concealing 
birtb of infants, endangering safety of passen- 
gers in railways, and unlawfully abandouing 
diildrcn under 2 years of age), 

Riots, brcacli of tlia peace, *0., 

Offences against property {with violence), 

Rape, and assault with intent to ravisb. 

Attempts to commit suicide, 

Perjury, .... 

Bigamy, cbild-steaJing, and attempts to 
miscarriage. 

Statistics o/ 1 872 viore favouralU than those of 1 87 3. 







Aciunl DiffwvQce. 


Diffstence per «u». 


n. .-1 








Number 


Number 


1873- 


1872. 




m 1872 




in in/- 






iu 1873. 


in 187a 




in 1871 


6,942 


7,716 


774 




10-3 




487 


692 


205 


_ 


29-3 


_ 


4,143 


4,326 


183 








403 


539 


136 








432 


620 










265 


351 


86 








353 


381 


28 




7'3 




185 


211 


26 




12'5 




432 


446 


14 




3-1 






129 


14 










28 


9 




47-3 






U 


5 


- 


S5-7 


- 


6 


11 


5 




43-4 


- 








1 




16-6 


87 


63 


- 


24 


■ 


27-5 



This table shows that the marked decrease in indictable offences'in 1873 was in every 
class of offence except two. The increase in one of these was only 1, and in the other 24, 
The increase of 24 in forgery only raises these offences to 87, whilst the number in 
1864 was 121 ; so that even in this single unfavourable feature in the year’s returns 
there was, as compared with 10 years ago, a very similar decrease to that in the total 
of indictable offences. Another matter of satisfaction to notice is, that in the three 
classes of offences in which Ireland presents the most unfavourable contrast to England 



and Wales — (1) assaults and inflicting bodily harm, (2) assaults, common, and on 
peace officers, and (3) malicious offences against property — there has been in 1873 a 
marked diminution, as compared with 1872, of 29'3 per cent, in the first class of offences, 
of 25 -2 per cent, in thc'second class of offences, and 16’9 per cent, in the third class. 
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The following table shows the offences determined summarily compared with the 
corresponding figures since 1864 : — 



OjPENCES DEraBSSraED StrUltABlLT.* 



YeaH. 


PoiralatioD.+ 

1 




liicrensc. 




1 For lO.ODO of PopuiatioQ. 


Numtor. 


Incrcooe. 


1 Dccraoso. 


1864, 


6,640,527 


232,363 










1 


1865, 


6,594.689 


233,879 








n 






5,522,943 . 


236,835 


2,956 












5,486,509 1 


2.59,691 


22,856 












6,465,914 : 


238,302 




21,389 












239,390 


1,088 






2 






5,418,512 


234,005 




5,385 






- 






220,179 




13,826 












211,470 




8,709 










5,337,261 


223,843 


13,373 


- 


440 


47 





This table shows an increase in 1873 of 12,373 on tire 211,470 offences determined 
summarily in 1872 — raising the offences determined summarily to a higher number than 
in the two preceding years, and to 440 per 10,000 of population — a higher proportion 
than in any year since the statistics were in a complete shape, except 1867, when tho 
proportion reached was 473. 



Pajit r. 

CbJHINAIi 

Statistics. 
OnArrsB I. 
Statiaiics of Grime. 
Offences detsr- 

mined sunnnsiUy. 



The following table shows the different offences determined summarily, classified 
according to the degree in which the statistics of each were more favourable in 1872 
than 1873, or the reveise: — 



StatisticeoflhH more favoarcAle than lltose of IZIZ. | 

Total, . 

DrunkenncM, Drunk and Disorderly, 

Local Acts, violation of, . 

Licensed Victuallers and Beer Acts, violation of, 

Fishery Acts, violation of, 

Nuisances Acts, violation of, . . .1 5,198 I 

Stealing, Ac., . . . . , 4,443 

Prostitutes, under Vagrant Act, . . .1 2,405 

Weights and Measures Act, violation of, , . 3,533 

Game Acts, violation of, . . . * - - i 

. Cruelty to Animals, 

Aggravated Assaults on Women and Ohildroii, 

Prevention of Crime Act, 1871, sec. 7, 

Lord’s Day Act, violation of, 

Mutiny Acts, violation of, . 

Pawnbrokers Acts, violation of, 

Bastardy Crdetis, disobedience of, . 

SlttiisUcs of 1873 morefavouralle than t/«Meofl872.j 
Chimney Sweepers Act, violation of, 

Factory Acts, violation of, . 

Mercantile Marine Acts, violation of. 

Poor Law Acts, violation oL 
Common Assaults, 

Cattle Plague Orders, disobedience of, 

Assaults on Peace Officers, Breaches of tho Peace, ho., I 
Servants, Masters, and Apprentices, offences a 
Police Acta, violation of, . 

Revenue Laws, violation of, 

Malicious and wilful destroying of property, . I 7,148 I 

Ways Act, violation of, . . . . 30,605 I 

Offences unclassified, . ’ . .1 15,993 19]lG0 j 



a proceeded against. In the 



t Registrar.QenerarB Estimate, in Abstract, 1873, No. 40, for middle of each year. 
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PiET I. It appears from tliis table tliat the whole of the increase in offences disposed of sum- 

Cbimisal marily in 1873 may be ascribed to drunkenne^ and offences connected therewith. The 

St.»^c 8. increase was 12,373, and in drunkenness the increase was 12,334, whilst the 

Chaptbb I, violation of the Licensed Victuallers and Beer Acts showed an increase of 625. To 
SiaiUti^Crime. ascribed an increase of 82 in aggravated assaults on women 

and children. 

"Whilst the statistics of offences disposed of summarily present these unfavourable 
features, it is right to notice, that in a grave class of offence in which Ireland is 
unfavourably circumstanced as compared with England and Wales, viz., malicious and 
wilful destroying of property, there has been a decrease in 1873 of 694 offences, or 9 



Distribution of 
Clime in Counties 
and Districts. 



The distribution of crime in counties and districts is shown in the following tables, 
one having relation to indicUble offences not disposed of summarDy, and the other 



(p. 18) relating to offences disposed of summarily. 



Above 8 times average of 12'8 crimes in 10,000 population : 
Metropolitan Police District of Dublin, 



Above average : — 

County of City of Cork, . 
Eildare, . . . • 

County of Town of Galway, 



Below average and above half average : 
County of City of Limerick, 

Westmeath, 

Tipperary, South Riding, . 

Dublin 

Limerick, 

Tippei-ary, North Riding, . 
Wicklow, 

Clare, .... 

County of City of Waterford, 

Cork, West Riding. . 

Carlow 

Queen’s County, 

Half average and above one-fourt! 

Tyrone 

Monaghan, 

Town of Belfast, 

Cork, East Riding, . 

Kilkenny (including City), 

Louth, .... 

King's County, 

Longford. 

Meath, . . • • 

Galway, .... 



Londonderry, . 

Cavan, . . . • 

Sligo, . . . • 

County of Town of Drogheda, 
Donegal, 



Wesford, 



A fourth of avert^^ or below 

Waterford, . . . • 

County of Town of Carrickfergua, 

Fermanagh 

Antrim 

Dowd 





Popolntioc, 1871, 1 

“uly7ni74. 


IndiSeOi^ocos 
not dstsrmined 

irW73. ^ 


ev«y” WOO of 

PO|tu]&tiOD. 




5,409,659 


6,942 


12-8 




837,226 


3,806 


112-8 




78,642 


158 


20-1 




83,614 


123 


14-T 




19,642 


28 


14-3 




39,353 


47 


11-9 






214 






78,432 


74 


9-4 




123,096 


116 


9-4 




68,036 


03 


9-3 




152,583 


136 






93,617 


82 






78,697 


63 






147,864 


107 






23,293 


16 






173,232 


118 


6-8 




51,650 


34 


6-6 




79,771 


52 


6-5 




215,668 


139 


6-4 




112,785 


71 


6-3 




174,412 


107 


6-2 




265,202 


165 






109,379 


66 






70,511 


42 


5-9 




75,900 


44 






64,501 


37 






95,558 


51 


6-3 






130 


5-3 




228,615 


128 


5-2 




196,586 


102 


6-2 




95,324 


49 


5-1 




173,932 


87 


5-0 




140,555 


69 


4-8 




115,311 


45 






13,510 


5 






217,992 


78 


3-6 




141,246 


50 


3-5 




132,666 


45 


3-4 




99,961 


32 


3-2 




9,397 


3 






92,688 


29 


3-1 




236,361 


67 


2-8 




277,775 


64 


2-3 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Past I 
Cmuimal 
Statistics. 

OnAPTBE I. 
Slatulke of Crime. 



The most marked feature disclosed by this table is one that was particularly noticed 
in the past two years, viz., the extent to which crime is concentrated in towns in 
Ireland. 

Thus whilst the average of all Ireland of indictable offences not disposed of summarily 
is 12-8, tlie crime in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district reached 112'8 in the 10,000 
of population; and it gives a more definite conception of the matter to notice that of l>i?tribution of 
the 6,942 indictable offences not disposed of summarily in Ireland, 
than half, occurred in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district. 

That this is only part of a general law, of which Dublin is an extreme case, is slrown 
by some other figures : — 



Ndmbeb op Crimes is bach 10,000 op Popolatiom. 



DrsTBicre. 


1q UrLim Oi6tHct, 


A^joinmg Couiitj. 


Urtaii District. 




Dublin Metropolis, .... 


112-8 


9-3 


103-5 


Per cent 

92 


Cork City, 


20-1 


d-2 


13-9 


68 


Galway Town, ..... 


14-3 


5-2 


91 


64 


Belfast, ...... 


6-2 


2-8 


3-4 


54 


Waterford City, 


G-9 


3-2 


3-7 


54 


Limerick City, ..... 


11-0 


8-9 


3-0 


25 



It appears from this table that the excess of crime in urban districts, as compared 
with the adjoining county, is, in the case of Dublin, 92 per cent.; in Cork, 66 per cent. ; 
in Galway, 64 per cent. ; in Waterford, 54 per cent. ; in Belfast, 54 per cent. ; and in 
Limerick, 25 per cent. 

In counties at large Kildare now stands highest, the crime in it being 14'7 in 10,000 
of the population, being the only county above average ; and, omitting Armagh, where 
thei'e was an outburst of party violence in 1873, it is 36 per cent, above the proportion 
to 10,000 of the population (9'4) in the next highest counties, Westmeath and the South 
Riding of Tipperary. 

Whilst there has been a diminution in indictable offences in 25 counties in Ireland 
in 1873 as compared with 1872, crime in Kildare has increased. The account given 
by one of the Judges at a late Assizes, of the crime in Kildare being connected with 
the large concenti-ation of troops, accounts for this excess above other rural districts. 
Such concentration is calculated to have the same effect on crime as the concentration 
of people in towns and cities. 

So that the great problem indicated by tire statistics of Irish crime in 1 873, as of 1 872, 
is how to deal with town crime. 



[Table. 
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Ckiuinal 
StATISTICP. 

CH4?TEII I. 
Statxttiaof Grime. 

DistributioD of 
Offencca deter- 
minod aiimmarily, 
in Counties and 
Distriols. 



The distribution of offences determined summarily is sho'\vn in the following table : — 



PSItSO:IS PROCEBUBD AeiUXSi: VOK Ol^EKC 
1.1 1873. COMPARED WITH POPCriATlON 
DlSIUICtS WITH DlBTBicr Cui«! 


I COUIT 


IWED SU1 

SAID or 




Pepobtion mlU7I, 
Jime, 1874. 


NuidIm: of FtrsoQs 
OITcncos dUpond of 




Total of Ireland, ...... 


5,409,603 


223,843 


414 


Above double average of 414 offenders in 10,000 population ; 








Dublin Metropolitan Polico District, , 










39,353 






County of City of Cork, . . . , 


78,643 






County of City of Waterford, .... 










_ 












19,642 










174,413 










13,510 






Tipperary, South Riding, 




123,696 










83,614 










78,697 










196,586 


8,626 


439 






64,501 










78,432 


3,400 




Clare, .... 




147,864 


6,320 




















152,583 














173,932 


6,792 


390 










61,650 














68,036 


3,565 


377 










70,511 


2,591 


367 










173,233 


6,252 












238,615 


8,243 




Kilkenny (iiioludinff City). 








109,379 


3,939 




Tip))crary, North Riding, 






















265,202 














79,771 


3,803 


351 










75,910 






Sligo, . 








115,311 














95,568 


3,125 


327 










95,324 


3,000 


315 


aivan, 








140,555 


4,387 


312 


Mayo. 








245,855 


7,026 


286 


Wexford, 








132,666 


3,804 












141,246 


3,982 


281 










215,668 


5,861 


272 










112,786 


2,862 


254 










236,361 


5,733 


243 










129,221 


4,228 


330 










92,688 


2,183 


236 










217,992 


5,081 


233 


Waterford, 








99,961 


3,301 


230 










County of Town of Carrickfergus, 


9,397 


187 


199 





277,775 







This table of offences disposed of summarily indicates the same result as the preceding 
table relating to more serious crime — the excess of town crime. 

Seven out of the eight principal towns in Ireland that are distinguished from the 
adjoining counties are above the average of offences disposed of summarily. Dublin 
Metropolitan Police District, Limerick, Cork, and Waterford are above double the 
average. These four cities, with Galway, Belfast, and Drogheda, all show a greater 
proportion of offences disposed of summarily than any county at large in Ireland. 

The excess of offences disposed of summarily in towns above those in the adjoining 
counties is, in Waterford 74 per cent., in Dublin 67, in Belfast 67, in Limerick 63, in 
Galway 56, in Cork 53, and in Drogheda 40 per cent. 
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Past I. 
ClVISUKAl 
SlATISTICS. 



The distribution of crime in 1873 



compared with that in 1872 in the following DistHbiitiun of 

® Crime in 1873 

compared witii 

II. no- I 1 I Distribution of 

L . . " C*,,iul8I2. 



Total of Ireland, 



Districts sliowing a decrease of Ctii 
Toitn of Belfast, 

Metropolitan Police District (Di 
Carlow, 

King’s County, 

County of City of Waterford, 
Longford, 

County of Town of Drogbeda, 
County of City of Limerick, 
Queen's County, 

County of Town of Galway, 
EiUceuny (including City), . 
Mcatli, 



Westmeatb, 



Wexford, 
Waterford, . 

Wicklow, 

Sligo, 

Down, 

Monagliau, . 
Donegal, 

Cork, West Hiding, 

Crimes stationary: — 
Limerick, 

Dublin, 



Districts showing an increase 
Londonderry, 

Tippotary, South Eidinj 
Loutli, 

Cork, East Riding, . 
Kildare, 



of Crime ; 



County of City of Cork, 
Tipperary, Nortii Ridiug, . 
County of Town of Carriokfergu 
Arraagli, 



The decrease of serious crime in 1873 as compared with 1872 in 25 counties at large 
and ridings has been already noticed, indicating how general has been the improvement 
in the rural districts in Ireland. 
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-£££ 


lOB-cuces 


Pro orUoa 


ProBortion 


Iota! ia 
1878. 


Tout ia 
1872. 




'■ ^"l87i'"‘ 






Per 10,000. 


Per 10,000. 


6,942 


7,716 


12-8 


14-3 


107 


290 


6-2 




), 3,806 


4,127 


212-8 


122-2 


34 


57 


6-6 


IM 


44 


77 


5-8 


101 


ID 


26 


6-9 


11-2 


37 


62 


5-7 


9-6 


5 


11 


3-7 


7-6 


47 


63 


11-9 


15-8 


52 


72 


6-5 




28 


34 


14-3 


17-3 


66 


95 


60 


S-7 


61 


74 


5-3 






96 


4-8 


6-S 


SO 


78 


3-5 


5-5 


74 


88 


9-4 


11-2 


103 


133 


5-2 




29 


43 


3-1 


4-6 


107 


126 


7-2 


3-5 


130 


162 


5-3 


0-0 


45 


GO 


3-4 


4-5 




43 


3-2 


4-3 


49 


58 


6-1 




63 


69 


8-0 


8-8 


45 


55 


3-9 


4-7 


64 


84 


2-3 


30 


. 71 


78 


.6-3 ■ 


6-9 


67 


75 


2-8 


3-2 


. • 78 


80 


3-6 


3-6 


118 


120 


6-8 


6-8 


136 


136 


8-9 


8-9 


63 


63 


9-3 


9-3 


87 


84 


5-0 


4-8 


116 


114 


9-4 


9-2 


42 




59 


5-4 


165 


133 


6-2 


5-1 


123 


114 


14-7 


13-5 


139 


111 


6-4 


6-1 


158 


145 


201 


18-5 


82 


62 


8-8 


6-7 


3 




3-2 




214 


107 


11-9 


6-0 



Districts. 


lu Urhim District- | 


Adjoidag County. 


Kxcess ill 
Urliim District. 


Excess per cent. 


Waterford City 

Dublin Metropolis, 

Belfast, 

Limerick City 

Galway Town, ■ . 

Cork City, 

Drogheda, ...... 


895 

1,138 

743 

1,071 

818 

981 

607 


377 

243 

391 

361 

357 

357 


065 

1 761 

1 500 

680 

' 457 

1 524 

! 240 


74 

07 

67 

63 

56 

53 

40 
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P*ET I. 
Cbihinai 
SiATieTioa. 

CnAPTEB.I. 
SlatitCics of Crime. 



Distribution of 
Offences cloiar- 

hi'l873 ooiiiparid 

with 18"3. 



The only serious increase of crime was in Armagh, from 107 to 214, raising the 
ordinarily very low figure of Armagh, 6'0 per 10,000 of population, to ll'O, which is, 
however, still below the averages of Ireland, 12'8. This arose from party riots at Lurgan. 
A much greater increase took place in Belfast from the same cause in 1872, but in 1873 
Belfast presents the largest decrease, and the amount of crime has fallen from 16'6 in 
the 10,000 of population in 1872 to 6'2 in 1873, or about half the average of Ireland, 
showing a complete subsidence of the crime consequent on the party disturbances there. 

It is satisfactory to observe that the most rapid improvement has taken place in the 
cities and towns. 

The Dublin Police District, where crime has been in late yeara in greatest excess, shows 
the next largest decrease, of 9'4 in the 10,000 of population. 

The largest decreases in counties at large are — in Carlow, 4'5 in the 10,000 of popu- 
lation, and in King’s County, 4'3. 

The distribution of offences determined summarily in 1873, compared with 1872, is 
shown in the following table : — 















Diffe 


cenoe. 


DlSTBlBUTIO:* OB Ofbexces Detbr* 
SUMNAIULT IK 1B7S, COilPABEO W 
DlSTUlISUTIOW IK 1872. 




Uloncei <1 






’ ' 




Statistics 




Total 
is 1873. 




favouialile 




Total of Ireland, 




223,843 


211,470 


414 


391 


U 10,000. 
23 


lu 10,000. 


DistrictseUowingan increase of Offences:— 
County of City of Limerick, 


4,224 


1,913 


1,071 


480 


591 




820 


621 


607 


432 


175 




Dublin Metropolitan Police District, 


39,374 


33,035 


1,138 


978 


160 








12,982 


11,428 


743 


655 


88 




Tipperary, South Eiding, 




6,698 


6,760 


544 


467 


77 










2,408 


438 


374 


66 








4,235 
















6,792 


5,791 


390 


333 


67 








1,999 


1,877 




346 


42 




Tyrone, 




5,861 


6,091 


272 


231 


41 






2,665 


2,433 


377 


343 


34 








8,243 


7,667 


361 


335 


26 








3,400 


3,224 


433 


411 


22 








6,081 


4,703 


233 


216 


19 


_ 


Kilkenny (including City), 




3,939 


3,719 


360 


343 


17 


- 
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3,443 


447 


430 


17 








3,125 


3,031 


327 


321 
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5,733 


5,590 


246 


237 
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2,862 


2,799 


264 


248 






Louth, 




2,591 


2,552 


367 


366 


1 
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Districts showing a decrease of Offences:— 
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361 


362 
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5,486 
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8,626 


8,706 


435 


444 






County of Town of Garriekfergus, . 


187 


193 


199 


.204 










3,804 




286 


295 
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3,982 


4,129 


281 


292 
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2,301 


2,395 


230 


241 




11 






7,026 


7,313 


286 


297 










2,591 


2,678 


341 


353 










2,183 


2,304 


236 


249 
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Cork, East Eiding, . 




0,464 


9,694 


357 


371 




14 






6,320 


6,559 


427 


443 










3,000 


3,170 


315 












4,328 


4,693 


236 


262 




26 


Tipperary, ^^o^tll Eiding, 




3,365 


3,594 


359 


387 




28 


Cavan, 










346 






Queen’s County, 




2,803 


3,006 


351 


388 










5,971 


6,600 


391 


436 






County of Town of Galway 




1,608 


1,705 


818 


868 






County of City of Waterford, 


2,084 


2,318 


895 


993 


- 


98 
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Ifc appeai-s from this table that against an increase in persons proceeded against for 
offences determined summarily in 22 distinct jurisdictions, there was a decrease in 20 
other jurisdictions. The four largest increases were all in towns — in City of Limerick, 
from 4S0 to 1,071 in tlie 10,000 of population; in Drogheda, from 432 to 607; in 
Dublin, from 978 to 1,138; and in Belfast, from 655 to 743; the increase being in 
Limerick 591 in the 10,000 of population; in Drogheda, 175; in Dublin, 160; and in 
Belfast, 88. 

Against this it is to be observed that the largest decreases were in towns also — in 
Galway of 50 and Waterford of 98, leaving, however, the proportion in these towns 
still extremely high, above all other proportions than those in the cities of Limerick 
and Dublin. The proportion in Galway in 1873 is 818 in the 10,000 of population, and 
in Waterford 895. 



CnArTBR I. 
8uuistic$ of Crime. 



These statistics indicate in the less serious offences the same law as has been noticed 
with regard to the more serious crimes — the preponderance of town crime. 

The counties at large which present the largest proportion of increase are— Tipperary 
(South Biding), 77 in the 10,000 population; Longford, 66; and Kildare, 61; whilst 
the largest decreases were in Cavan, 37, and Limerick, 45. 

In the following tables the statistics of crime in Ireland for the year ended 3lst Statistics of Irisli 
December, 1873, are compared with the corresponding statistics of crime in England and ®°"'l>ared 
Wales for the year ended 29th September, 1872, the date up to which the returns are bg Swi'sUc6°ia' 
made which are included in the Judicial and Criminal Statistics for .England and Wales 
presented to Parliament in 1873. 

The tables are arranged on the plan adopted in the Irish statistics for last three years. 

The total is given first, and tlio different offences given in the order in wliich they corre- 
spond with the general result, those offences which most closely correspond with the 
general result coming first, and those which differ most from the general result coming last. 
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0.942 


10,277 


3,335 




32 


Perce,,,. 


Offences against property, without violence. 


4,143 


8,167 


4,U14 


_ 


49 




Offcucea against property, wltli violence, 


432 


910 


484 


_ 


53 


_ 


Attempts to commit suicide 


17 


172 


153 




89 




Forgery, and offences against the currency, 


87 


200 


113 




56 




Qiinatiiral offences, 


6 


33 


27 




82 




Bigamy, cliild-stealiiig, and attempts to procure 
















6 


28 


23 




79 






9 


21 


12 


- 






Engti^i Elaliatice more fav(yurable than IritJi. 














Rape, and assaults with intent to ravish. 

Offences against human life (including murder, 
attempt to murder, shooting at, stabbing, itc., to 
do boSily harm, manslaughter, endangering safety 
of passengers on railways, concealing birtii of 
infants, and unlawfully abandoning children under 


115 


112 






















two years of age), ...... 


353 


298 








15 


Unclassified offences, 


265 


104 




161 






Riot, breach of the peace, Ac., .... 


185 


4 




181 




98 


Malicious offences against property, 
Assaults, commeu, and on Peace Officers, 


432 


102 




330 






403 


46 




357 






Assaults, and inflicting bodily liarni, 


487 


84 


- 


404 


- 


83 



* 111 tins ami all subsequent tables in wbich tbe Englisli figures are estimated according to population for tho 
purpose of comparison with the Irish figures, tlie enumerated population of England and Whales is taken for tlio 
1st of April, 1872, as estimated from the Registrar-General's figures, at 22,990,721, and the population of 
Ireland for tbe middle of 1873, as estimated by tbe Registrar-General, at 5,337,261, Tliesc numbers show that 
the population of tbeformer country is 4 '3 times greater than that of tlie latter ; and by this proportion, for all tables 
similar to the above, the figures given in the English Judicial and Crimioal Statistics for 1872 have been divided. 

D 



Indictable offences 
not determined 
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\ •<!! Past I. It appears from this table that the Iiish statistics of indictable offences are more 

SwwsTiM favourable than the English in the total number of indictable offences not disposed of 
summarily, to the extent of 3,335, or 32 per cent. 

Staiisiics of Crime. This proportion corresponds very closely with the proportion given in the last three 
years — 33 per cent, in 1870, 34'6 per cent, in 1871, and 28 2 per cent, in 1872. 

The characteristics of the offences follow the same general law — ^the classes of offences 
in which Irish statistics are more favourable being, with a single exception, the same as in 
1872, The Irish statistics are more favourable tlian the English in crimes against 
property, other than malicious, from 49 to 53 per cent ; in perjury, 79 per cent. ; and 
in attempts to commit suicide, 89 per cent. 

The crimes in which the English statistics are more favourable than the Insh are 
riot and assaults of various classes, ranging from 83 per cent, to 93 per cent.; malicious 
offences against property, 76 por cent. ; and offences against the lives of others, 15 per 
cent. The only change is in rape and assaults with intent to ravish, in which the Irish 
statistics were more favourable by 3 per cent, in 1872 ; the English statistics are more 
favourable by 3 per cent, in 1873. 

The above comparison relates entirely to indictable offences not disposed of summarily ; 
but in both countries Justices have power to deal with certain cases of theft, assaults, 
and mahcious injuries to property, either summarily or by indictment. The Courts of 
Petty Sessions are, however, somewhat differently constituted in Ireland and England 
and Wales, from the presence of ofHoial or paid Magistrates in all districts in Ireland, 
rural as well as urban. The following table of offences disposed of summarily, 
belonging to claves that possibly might be indicted, has been constructed and the 
comparison carried out in it on the same plan as in the preceding table : 




It appears from this table that in the statistics of offences actually disposed of 
summarily, but which belong to a class that might be dealt with by indictment, the 
result follows the same law and presents the same characteristics iis in the more serious 
offences which are actually made the subject of indictment. 

The Irish statistics are more favourable than the English, in this class of offences, to 
the extent of 4,714 offences, or 21 per cent., corresponding very closely to the proportion 

* Common assaults have not been included. As to the impossibility of any assaults tbativnuld be properly tbo 
subjeot of indictmeiit being thus excluded so far as the Irish statistics are concerned, vide Judicial Statistics of 
Ireland, 1SS9, p. 16. 
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in 1872, which was 19'7 per cent. ; in stealing alone to the extent of 60 per cent., and 
in aggi-awated assaults on women and children, SO per cent. On the other hand, the 
Irish statistics are less favourable by 32 per cent, in the minor eases of malicious offences 
against property. 

Stati^ics oj Crime. 

In the Police Tables of crimes reported, the statistics of murder ai-e included with seatisti^ 
other offences affecting human life, and not taken separately for comparison, for tlie murdora and 
following reasons, as explained in preceding reports : — In consequence of the difference irotaml and in 
of the system of public prosecutions in Ireland from that in England, the returns of tho England and 
Police ai-e framed on a different principle in the two countries. The Police returns in 
Ireland are framed chiefly according to the crime charged at the commencement of 
the prosecution. In England the Police returns ai'e made according to the verdicts at 
the trial and all those cases in which the Jury convicts of a crime other than that 
charged in the indictment {e.g., in cases where upon a trial for murder a verdict of 
manslaughter or of concealment of birth is returned) appear in different classes in the 
statistics of England and of Ireland. In the former they are classified according to the 
verdict of the Jury, while in the latter they are returned as murder, that being the 
crime charged, and for which the indictment was framed. The English statistics which 
afford the best standard of comparison of the cases commonly referred to as murders, 
irrespective of the legal definition of the offence or final verdict, are the verdicts at 
Coroners’ inqueste, and these in Ireland and England and Wales are to a large extent 
comparable. 



STiTISTICS OP MUHOSI!. iCCORnlSC to THE 
CoEOSKns’ RETr^R^s i:< 

Ireland and England codpared. 
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It appears from this table that the number of cases in which murder, other than 
infanticide, was charged by the verdicts of Coroners’ inquests, was 23 in Ireland in 
1873, as compared with 25 in an equal portion of the population of England and 
Wales in 1872, showing a difference in favour of Ireland of 2, or 8 percent. The 
verdicts at Coroners’ inquests, of murder of persons above one year of a-ae, in Ireland, 
were in 1870, 40 ; in 1871, 32 ; in 1872, 28 ; and in 1873, 23 ; showing a progre.ssivo 
decrease. The difference between this class of Irish and English crime, which in 1871 
showed an excess of 14, or 43'7 per cent., and in 1872 was reduced to 5, or 17-9 per 
cent., has now turned the other way, and by the progressive improvement of a series of 
years, Ireland appears to be slightly more favourably circumstanced than England and 
Wales in this most serious of human crimes. 

The statistics of infanticide in both countries are quite startling. 

The proportion of children in Ireland to the rest of the population was ascertained 
by the Census Commissioners in 1861 to be as 2 4 to 97'G, or, in other words, that in 
every 200 of the population, about 5 are infants under one year of age. It follows 

• Judicial and Criminal Statistics for England and Wales for 1870, Report, p xi 

' D 2 
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from this that the proportional number of murders of infants under one year of age which 
would correspond to the 23 murders which appear from the Coroners’ returns to have 
taken place amongst the rest of the population in Ireland, would be about 0'6 a year, 
or 6 in 10 years. The actual number of infanticides is therefore about 28 times the 
number of murders occurring amongst the same amount of the population at other 
periods of life on an average. 

In England and Wales the proportion of the population under one year to those above 
one year of age is 3 to 97 ; it follows, therefore, that the number of infanticides which 
would correspond to the 25 murders of persons above one year of age would be about 
0-7 in one year, or 7 in 10 years. The actual number would appear to be on an 
average about 50 times the number occuning amongst the same number of the popula- 
tion in England and Wales at other periods of life. The excess of infanticides above 
other murders in both countries presents matter for consideration to the causes of 
the immorality which leads to this crime.’^ 

From a comparison of the actual convictions for murder with the total number of 
murders and infanticides committed, views have been entertained that murders are very 
inadequately detected and punished in Ireland ; but the results of the proceedings 
instituted in 262 cases in which verdicts of murder of persons above one year of age, 
and 139 cases in which verdicts of infanticide were found in Ireland, during a 
Icngthoucd period, were traced in 1871, and out of the 262 murders, persons were 
arrested in 242 cases, and in only 19 cases was no one arrested. 

The number committed in the above period for murder was 310. Of these, 14 were 
found insane, 15 acquitted on the ground of insanity, and 3 committed suicide or died 
before trial. All these cases (32 in all) may be taken as equivalent to convictions for 
murder ; besides these there were 31 actual convictions of murder, which would give a 
total of 63 persons who were dealt with substantially as if convicted for murder : 103 
were convicted of lesser offences; adding these to the 63 substantially convicted of murder, 
we get 166, or 53 per cent, of the persons committed, who were convicted and punished, 
or died, or were treated as insane. The pereons acquitted and discharged were 63, and 
in only 8 cases was there no verdict in consequence of the Jmy not agreeing. In 23 
cases the Grand Jury were not satisfied with the evidence, and found no bill. The 
result of these statistics is to show a very active detection and prosecution of crime 
in Ireland, though, owing to the very strong feeling against capital punishment, the 
convictions for lesser offences were 103 as compared with 31 for murder. 

lu the eases of infanticide, criminals, as might be expected, were not so frequently 
detected. Out of 139 cases of verdicts by Coroners’ Juries of wilful murder of children 
one year and under, in the period above referred to, in 95 cases there were arrests, 
while in 44 cases no person was arrested. 

In these cases 106 persons were committed for trial for infanticide. So strongly, how- 
ever, does the feeling against capital punishment appear to operate, that whilst 42 were 
convicted of a lesser offence than murder, there was not a single conviction for murder, 
and no less than 39 were acquitted and discharged ; in 9 cases the Grand Jury were not 
satisfied with the evidence. These statistics corroborate the recommendation of the 
Select Committee as to the abolition of capital punishment for infanticide. If the 
punishment was more in accordance with public opinion, the prosecutions and convic 
tious would be more frequent, and the excessive number of infanticides would be more 
effectually checked. 

• Vide ronimenceraeiit of Chapter II., whera the extraordinary proportion of verdbts on illogitimate childreo 
appears. 
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The statistics of offences determined summarily, other than those which might be 
indicted, are compared in the following table : 






I. English, Slatistirs more favmiraUe than /nVf. 
Total other than indictable offences, 

■Drunkenness— drunk and disorderly, 

■Ways Acts, nidation of, , 

Offences unclassified, 

Commou assaults, .... 
Nuisances Acts, violation of, 

'Weij’bts and Measures Acts, violation of, . 
Fishery Acts, violation of, . 

Lord’s Day Act, violation of. 

Prevention of Crime Act (1S7I), violation of, 

II. Irish. StatUiics more favourable than English. 
Chimney Siveepers Act, violation of. 

Factory Acts, violation of, 

Pawnbrokers Act, violation of. 

Mutiny Act, violation of, , 

Licensed Victuallers, Beer and Eefreshment House 
Acts, violation of, . 

Cattle Plague Orders, violation of. 

Vagrant Act (Prostitutes), violation of, 

Cruelty to Animals, 

Mei-cantile Marino Act, violation of, 

Kcveiiue Laws, violation of. 

Bastardy Orders, disobedience of, 

Same Acts, violation of, . 

Poor Law Acts, violation of, 

Servants, Apprentices, and Masters, offences ii 
relation to, . . 

Police Acts, violation of, . 

Local .Acts, violation of, . 

Vagrant Act (other tiian Prostitutes), violation of. 
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The statistics of offences, otlier than indictable offences, determined summarily, present 

a general result unfavourable to Ireland as compared with England and Wales the 

number of such offences being 98,342, or 48 per cent., less in a corresponding portion 
of the population of England and Wales than in Ireland. 



The Irish statistics show in the most unfavourable manner in the following offences, 
being less favourable than the English to the degree stated Offences against Ways 
Acts, 78 per cent. ; violation of Prevention of Crime Act, 1871, 70 per cent. ; offences 
against Weights and Measures Acts, 68 per cent. ; drunkenness, drunk and disorderly, 
63 per cent. ; offences against Nuisance Acts, 60 per cent. 

On the other hand, the Irish statistics present more favourable features than the 
English chiefly in the following classes of offences, to the degree stated ; — Offences 
against the Chimney Sweepers Act', 50 per cent. ; servants, apprentices, and masters 
offences in relation to, 51 per cent. ; offences against Police Acts, 51 per cent. ; offences 
against Game Acts, 62 per cent. ; violation of Cattle Plague Orders, 70 per cent. ; 
enforcement of Vagrant Act other than against prostitutes, 7l per cent. ; offences 
against Poor Law Acts, 72 per cent. ; offences against Factory Acts, 73 per cent. ■ 
offences against Mercantile Marine Acts, 76 per cent. ; and disobedience of Bastardy 
Orders, 96 per cent. 
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• Part I- Offences included in this class consist, to a very large extent, of the violation of 

\ CiiiBiNAL specific Acts of Parliament, and the number depends on the degree that such violations, 
Sr^ics. matters of discipline only, are noticed by the pohce, and hence the number in 

ChapmrI. Ireland is calculated to be increased by the police being under central control and 
number in England and Wales. 

On the other hand, the lavs as to bastardy and vagrants are essentially different in 
the two countries ; and the other statutes relating to offences determined summarily 
present sufficient differences to affect the comparison of the figures. 

The penalties for drunkenness were assimilated in Ireland and in England and Wales 
since the 1st August, 1S72, when the (Intoxicating Liquor) Licensing Act, 1872, came 
into operation, so that the statistics as to the offence of drunkenness and being drunk 
and disorderly are now fairly comparable. In this class of offences Ireland appeai-s 
in an unfavourable light, showing an excess of 60,000 offences, or 63 per cent., over 
England and Wales. Convictions of drunkenness and being drank and disorderly, 
which had decrea.sed in Ireland for 2 years in succession, being 96,116 in 1870, 91,334 
in 1871, and 83,289 in 1372, have now risen to 95,623, or very nearly the amount they 
were in 1870. 

. - A comparison has been instituted, as in preceding years, between the crime of Ulster 
fnUUtlTllaTod and that of Scotland, as close as the differences in the law and modes of administration 
rrimoln stotlsDl Scotland and Ireland would admit of. 

In Scotland the distinction between indictable offences and tliose disposed of 
summarily is not so clearly marked as in Ireland ; but, by reducing the offences of all 
kinds to the following five classes, a sufficiently good basis of comparison has been 
obtained Offences (1) against human life, (2) against morals, (3) against property, (4) 
against veracity, and (5) Police offences, including riot, assaults, and violation of 
discipline under various Acts of Parliament. 

The comparison of crime in Ireland and England is open to the consideration that the 
circumstances of the two countries differ very much, agriculture preponderating in the 
one, and manufactures in the other. There is, too, a great contrast in wealth and m 
concentration of the population in the towns. 

The comparison with Scotland affords a more perfect test of the different effects of laws, 
institutions, and social arrangements, especially if the comparison ho limited to Ulster. 
From the close proximity of Ulster to Scotland, and the early migration of the Ulster 
Scoti to Argyle (the Hill of the Gaels or Irish) and thence to the whole Highlands, 
transferring their name to Scotland, and the modem migration of Ulster Celtic labourers 
to the Scotch towns, and from the large part which the Lowland Scotch of Anglo- 
Saxon race took in the plantation of Ulster, and in the subsequent development of trade 
and manufactures, being the ancestors of the majority of the Protestant population— 
Ulster and Scotland correspond more closely in respect of race than any two portions of 
the United Kingdom. From the development of majiufactures in Ulster, that province 
more closely resembles Scotland than any portion of Ireland in the distribution of the 
population between agriculture and manufactures. Ulster, too, resembles Scotland in 
the more friendly relations between landlord and tenant. 



[Table. 
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The comparison of crime in Scotland and in Ulster, is shown in the following table : — Pabi I. 



ESCES m ULSTBtt tx 1873. o 



TotaJ Offences, . . . . . 

VUUr StalUlics more favourable than Scotch. 
Offences against Property, .... 
Police Offences, incluffing Assaults of all kinds and 
Violation of Discipline under Acts of Purlianieiit, 
Offences against Morals (Eape, Attempts to Eavisli, 
Bigamy, Abortion, &C.), 

Offences affecting Veracity (Peijury), 

Offences against the Lives of Infants and Children, 
short of Infanticide, .... 
Culpable Hoinicido (S.), or Manslaughter (I.), 

Scotch Stalislic! more favourable than Ulster. 
Murder and Attempts at Murder, . 
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It appears from, this table that the total of offences of all hinds in Ulster in 1873 was 
56,615, whilst in a portion of the population of Scotland equal to that of Ulster it was 
in 1872, 70,169. The number in Ulster was thus 13,554, or 19 par cent, less f. loau in 
Scotland. 



The unfavourable feature of the Ulster statistics is in murder and attempts at 
murder ; they were 51, a.$ compared with 45 in Scotland, or 6 (or 12 per cent.) more. 

In crimes against human life, short of murder, the Scotch statistics show an excess 

21 cases of “ culpable homicide” (the Scotch term), against 10 eases of “manslaughter” 
in Ulster, and 28 offences against the lives of infants and children (exposing, deserting, 
and concealing pregnancy or biiih), as against 15 in Ulster; so that the total of offences 
against human life, including murder, is 94 for Scotch population equal to Ulster, and 
only 76 in Ulster. 



The crimes against veracity were only 2 in Ulster, as compared with 1 7 in Scotland, 
or 88 per cent. less. The crimes against morals (rape, attempts to ravish, bigamy, and 
abortion,) were only 29 in Ulster, as compared with 103 in Scotland, or 72 per cent, 
less. The offences against property in Ulster were only 3,961, as compared with 12,059 
in Scotland, or 8,098 (or 67 per cent.) less. In Police offences, including riot, assaults, 
and violation of discipline under Acts of Parliament, there were 52,547 in Ulster, as 
compared with 57,896 in Scotland; so that the offences of this class in Ulster were 
5,349, or 9 per cent., less. 

The larger proportion of offences against morals in Scotland (72 per cent.), and 
offences against the lives of infants and children, short of infanticide (64 })er cent.), 
has an important bearing on the policy of maintaining a different law of mairiagc in 
Scotland from that in other portions of the United Kingdom, after the strong recom- 
mendations of the Marriage Law Commi^ion made some years since on this subject. 

• Tlic Scotch figures arc obtained from the Scotch Judicial aud Criminal Statistics for 1872, by an estimate, 
in which the population of Scotland for the middle of IS72 is taken, as returned by the Registrar-General, at 
3,399,229 ; and the population of Ulster for the middle of 1872 is estimated from the Census population (1,833,476). 
The Scotch figures in the above table Lave accordingly been obtained by dividing the total offences returned 
by 1-85. 
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The fifth table in the Appendix contains the number of indictable offences committed 
in the year, the number of persons apprehended for them, and the disposal of tlie persons 
so apprehended. 







Persons 

ApproLondod, 


Per*conU|o of 
1 Apprehensions to Crimoe. 




Ireland, 


Soglsad 

''a;?’ 


Less tiisa 


(ireator than 


January, February, and Marob, 
April, May, and /uue, 

July, August, and September, - 
October, November, aud December, . 

Total 


l,CIo 

1,715 

1,C41 

1,971 


1,263 

1,379 

1,201 

1,361 


78 

80 

73 

69 


Per ceut. 

51 

50 

SO ' 
50 


For C 0 ".t. 


Fer cent, 

27 

30 

23 

19 


6.942 


5,204 


75 


50 


- 


35 



This table shows a yeiy high proportion {75 per cent.) of apprehensions to crimes 
in Ireland ; in 1871 the proportion was considered high at 69. As might be expected, 
the greatest nroportional number of arrests was made in the summer quarter of the 
year. The smallest number was made, as appears from the above figures, in the three 
first winter months. 

It also appears how much larger the proportion of pemoos apprehended to the 
number of crimes committed is in Ireland than in England and Wales, viz,-75 per 
cent, as compared with 50 per cent. This is what might be expected from the larger 
proportion of Police to population in Ireland, aud the more complete system of official 
prosecutions by Stipendiary Magistrates and Sessional and Assize Crown Solicitora 

The highest proportion noticed in the English statistics for some years was 58 
in 1863, while the proportion in Ireland has, since the compilation of tliese statistics 
was commenced in 1863, always been very much higher^ than tins. In contrast 
with this general enforcement of the law by the apprehension of criminals, the want 
of detection of certain classes of crime, not shown in these returns, but otherwise 
ascertained, was made the subject of observation in Parliament on the proposal 
of the Peace Preservation ket— Hansard, 1870, vol. 200, col. 86, et seq. 

In connexion with the criminal classes known to the Police, the most important 
statistics are those which sliow the character of the peraons actually proceeded against, 
whetiicr apprehended for indictable offences or proceeded against summarily. 

The persons proceeded against in Ireland in 1873, .classified according to character, 







iRELASO IN 1873, 1 


RNGLANn AND 








Vales IS 1872. 






class to the 
^ToUi 


English 


higher than 
Snglisb. 


Total number proceeded against 
Deduct persons wliose character 


is unknown. 


229,047 

41,954 


'loo-'" 

18-3 


^“ioo- 

33-3 


15-0 


Fe e^nau 


Total number whose chamclor i 


s known, . 


187,093 


100- 


100- 


1 - 


- 


Previous good Cbaricter, . . - - 

Prostitutes, . • • • • 

Habitual Drunkanls (not under other beads). 
Suspicious Characters, 

Vagrants, Tramps, and others without any visible 
means of subsistence, . . . • 

Known Thieves, . • • • • 


159.684 

7,999 

7,472 

•6,217 

3,794 

1,927 


85-4 

4-3 

4’0 

3-3 

2-0 

1-0 


62-6 

5- 7 
iO-5 

• 11-3 

6- 5 
4-4 


1-4 

6-5 

SO 

3-0 

3-4 


22-8 
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It appears from this summary that in Ireland 18'3 per cent, of the persons proceeded Past I. 
against were of character unknown to the Police, whilst in England and Wales 33'3 per ^Ceuunal 

cent, of those proceeded against were of that class. This arises in part from the much ^ ati^i cs. 
higher number of Police in proportion to the population in Ireland than in England and CnAPTEB I. 
Wales, already noticed, and in part from the greater number of foreigners and the ‘ 

greater aggregation of the people in cities and towns in England than in Ireland. 




In Ireland 85 '4 per cent, of those proceeded against whose characters were asceidained, 
were of previous good character, while in England and Wales only 62'6 per cent, were 
of this class. 



In analyzing the statistics in order more minutely to trace the causes of crime 
that admit of prevention, the following remarkable results are disclosed. 



In the case of men proceeded against summarily, if we deduct those whose character 
is unknown and those of previous good character, those of bad character are classed as 
follows : — 



JUs os iOilSST 


procaaSod arainit 
in Ireland in 1!I73. 


Par-centngo of 
oaci) C1 bb$ w Total of 


Total number, ........ 


13,686 


100 


Habitual Drunkards (not included in other classes). 


5,739 




Suspicious Cbaractei-s, ....... 


1 4,180 




Vagrants, Tramps, and otliers without visible means of subsistence, 


2,648 




Known Tiiicves, 


1,129 


6 



Churactei' of 
raen proceeded 
a^iset on ia- 
dictmeiit and 
summarily. 



From this table it appears that of 13,696 men of bad character proceeded against by 
indictment or summarily, no less than 5,739, or 42 per cent., were habitual drunlcards. 
In England and Wales the proportionate number of men of ascertained had chaa-acter 
proceeded against in 1872 (22,647) was much greater than the above total for Ireland 
(13,696). The proportionate number of habitual drunkards proceeded against was also 
much greater, reaching as high a number as 7,119. 

These figures indicate the importance of the provisions in the Intoxicating Liquors 
Licensing Act, 1872, extended to Ireland, which impose increased penalties on drunken- 
ness, and of the .recommendations of the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
for dealing with cases of habitual drunkards. 



Wousa ov Cu.na^a raocBBu^ .o.msr 


ntoceedod agucat is 
Ireland in 1U73. 


Par-oonUtgo to 


Total number, ........ 


13,713 


100 




7,999 


58 




2,037 


15 


Habitual Drunkards (not included in other classes), 


1,733 


13 


Vagrants, Tramps, and others without visible meajis of subsistence, 


1,146 


8 


Known Thieves, ....... 


798 


6 



Gharar.fer of 
women proceeded 

dictnient and 
auranmrily. 



E 
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\« PiUT 1 , It will be seen from the number of habitual drunkards in this table, that in the case 

CwMiuiL gf women as well as men, the question of habitual drunkenness is of importance, as they 
Sumoi ^ nimierous class (1,733, or 13 per cent.,) than ragrants (1,146, or 8 per cent.), 

Chaptbs I. than twice as numerous as known thieves (798, or 6 per cent.) In 

Sial4<i^Cri»B. number ot habitual drunkards amongst women proceeded against 

“rifand is larger in proportion to population than in Ireland, being 2,382, or 21 per cent. ; os in 

proatitutee Ireland, they are more numerous than vagrants and more than twice as numerous as 

""'''""“t ’thieves. The really startling figure in this table, however, is the number of 

prostitutes. It appears that of 13,713 women of ascertained bad character proceeded 
against in Ireland, no less than 7,999, or 58 per cent., were prostitutes. 



CHAPTER II.— MODES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME. 

In Ireland the modes of procedure for punishing ciime are a combination of the 
English and Scotch systems, with some special arrangements added which are peculiar 
to Ireland. There is, in the firat place, a complete system of Coroners for the holding 
of inquests exactly on the model of Coroners’ inquests in England. Then there is m 
each county a Sessional Crown Solicitor for criminal cases at Quarter Sessions and special 
cases heai-d at Petty Sessions or at Inquests, and also a Crown Solicitor for A^zes. 
These officers in some degTee coiTespond to the Procurators-Fiscal for Scotch counties. 
In addition to the Crown Solicitors, the Police in Ireland (under central control) report 
specially on all crimes, and act as prosecutors. There arc in each county, in addition to 
the Justices of the Peace, Stipendiary Magistrates in communication with the centoal 
Government, and also acting in the collection of evidence in serious cases. 

l'roce€<Uiiga aoder Since 1870 there are special provisions for the detection and punishment of crime 
in districts specially proclaimed under the second part of the Peace Preservation, 
Ireland Act, 1870, and the usual return is given with the police tables. 

The return is divided into two parts. The first has relation to districts under the 
second part of the Act, during the whole year, comprising the counties of Mayo, Meath, 
and Westmeatli, parts of the counties of Antrim, Cavan, Down, King’s County, and 
Roscommon ; the second part relates to districts specially proclaimed during the year, 
comprising parts of Clare, Limericli, and Tipperary. 

A note to the return shows the districts which have been for some years under the 
Peace Preservation Act of 1856, which makes it obligatory to have licence to carry arms, 
and the provisions of which ai-e incorporated in the first part of the Peace Preservation 
Act 1870. These districts comprise 26 counties wholly and 5 partially proclaimed, 
and’ 7 counties of cities or towns wholly proclaimed; leaving 1 county. Tyrone, and 
1 county of a town, Carrickfergus, entirely exempt from the first part of the Act, 

Another note shows the districts as to which the special proclamations have been 
revoked during the year 1873, comprising parts of Longford, Roscommon, Sligo, and 
Tipperary. 

The character of the proceedings taken in all the districts specially proclaimed .at 
the end of the year is shown in the following table ; 



Chamer II. 

Procedme. 

Difference in 
procedure in 
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„ -at licence (see. 6), 

11' atma (sec. 10), 

IS to give evidenee (acc. 13), . 
ig to give evidence (sec. 13), . 
v»arrants issuca to seal'd! toi' documents in liandwriting of persoi 
suspected of anting tlireatening letters (sec. 15), 

Notices issned by Lord Lieutenant revoking licences to carry am 
(sec. 19), . . . . _ _ _ 

Persona punished for non-doHvory of arms on revocation of licence 
(see. 19), ...... 

Persons arrested at night and acquitted on examination (sec. 23), 
Persons arrested at night and punished (see. 23), . ' 

Publie-houses closed by order of Lord Lieutenant (sec. 24), 
Strangers arrested and disciiarged without security being required 
(sec. 25), ...... 

Stranger arrested and committed to gaol in defiiult of seou 

Strangers arrested and discharged on giving security (sec. 25). 
Warrants issued to detain absconding witnesses (sec. 38), . 

Total Proceedings, .... 
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Act, 1870. 



The (Jistribution ol these offences in the (iifferent counties or parts of counties 
specially proclaimed for three years and upwards is shown in the following table 



or PnocEEnracs (under the Peace PaBSEEVATiOK Act, 1870,) in 1873, ooupared 
THOSE OE 1872 AND 1871, 





187i. 


1872, 


1873. 


1873. 


1873. 




NimUr. 


Namier. 


Number. 






Cavan (two baronies and part of tliii'd). 












Kings County (parts of five baronies), . . . . 


44 










Mayo (wliele county), 


149 


89 








Meath, „ .... 












Westmeath (whole county). 


236 


129 


68 




71 


Total, 


671 


468 


294 




174 



It appears from this table that of the 5 counties wholly or partly under the special 
provisions of the Act for three years and upwai'ds, there has been a decrease of 
proceedings under the Act, in 1873 as compared with 1872, in 3, reducing the number 
in Meath from 189 to 81, and in Westmeath from 129 to 58, and in part of Cavan from 
36 to 31. The increases were veiy slight, 3 in the whole county of Mayo, and 7 in part 
of King’s County. 

The town of Belfast and parts of the counties of Antrim and Down, which were 
specially proclaimed in August and September, 1872, owing to the party riots in Belfast 
show a marked diminution of proceedings, from 109 in Belfast and Antrim and 9 in 
Down — or 118 — in part of 1872, to 31 in both counties during the whole of 1873. 

It appears from the table on pag-e 19 that Belfast shows the largest decrease of crime 
in 1873, from 290 indictable offences not disposed of summarily, to 107. The counties 
in the above table which have been specially proclaimed, either in whole or in part, since 
1870, all show a decrease of ciime in 1873. But if we revert to 1869, tlie year before 
the Peace Preservation Act was passed, it appears that the indictable offences in these 
5 counties were 839, and in 1873, 368, showing a reduction of 56 per cent. ; in the rest 
of Ireland during the same time the reduction in similar oSences was from 8 339 to 
6,574, or only 21 per cent. 

E2 
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Pabt I. Ketums have been received for 1873 for all the Coroners’ districts in Ireland, giving 

Obimihai, tijg nutnber of inquests held by the Coroner of each district, whether m his own or. 
SiA^ica. districts, with the verdicts found by the jury. The returns further distinguish, 

CuAPTEE II. of children under seven years of age, the legitimate from the lUegitimate. 

ProceduTt. 

~ The returns distinguish the sex of the body on which the inquest was held, and it 

Coroners Inquesia. ^ ^ much greater sacrifice of men and boys by violent death than of 

women and girls, the inquests on men and boys being 2,010 as compared with 926 on 
women and girls, and tliis difference occurs in every class of verdict. 



The classification of the inquests according to age of the person on whom the inquest was 
held is shown in the following table, and is compared with the proportion of population 



at the same age ; — 




It appears from this table that the age-periods at which inquests are excessive are 
those of infants (1 year and under) and aged persons (60 years and above). In the 
case of infants the proportion is 7, amongst the aged it is 29, and in both cases it is 
above three times the proportion to be expected, 2 and 9. 



In connexion with the question of the effect of illegitimacy as productive of infanticide 
and death amongst children, statistics have been obtained in the case of 135 out of the 
above 201 infants on whom inquests have been held, and the result is shown in the 
following table ; — 




• Tlie proportions for this column are estiiuate<l from the latest puhlislicd proportions of the population of 
the various ages, in the Seport of the Census Commissioners, in wliich the age periods are different from those 
in thie table. 
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and under is compared with the number to be expected amongst a proportion of 
legitimate infants equal in number to the estimated nimiber of illegitimate children of 
1 year and under, the estimate being founded upon the proportion of illegitimate to 
legitimate births (2'9 to 97'1) as ascertained by the Eegistrar-Genoral for Ireland, in 
his annual Report for 1869. 



Part I. 
Cbuiiral 
Statistics. 



OuAMER II. 



Proadwt. 



It appears that the excess of total inquests on illegitimate infants (63) above the 
number to be expected, if in the same proportion as those on legitimate infants (2'1), is 
9 7 per cent. 



This excess is highest in infanticide and death from want, cold, exposure, &c. (99 per 
cent.), and lowest in accidental death (67 per cent.) 



In the following table Coroners’ inquests in Ireland in 1873 are compared with those 
in England and Wales in 1872 : — 




Inc|uesU in 
Irelnml compared 
with those in 
England and 
Wales. 



The leachng characteristics of the comparisons in this table are, that the entire 
number of inquests in Ireland was 2,936, being 3,040, or 51 per cent., less than 5,976, 
the corresponding number in England and Wales. This excess is almost entirely made 
up by the large excess in accidental deaths in England and Wales, 1,731, and death 
from causes not specified in the returns, 732. The cases of infanticide and . murder have 
been already referred to in connexion with the police statistics on the same subject. 

The most unfavourable features of these statistics, as regards Ireland, are in the 
number of deaths from manslaughter, 56, as compared with the proportionate English 
number of 41, and in deaths from want, cold, and exposure, 7C in Ireland, as com- 
pared with the English number, 55. 

After the statistics of Coroners’ Inquests, the statistics relating to the apprehension, Tlie apprctcDslou, 
trial, and punishment of criminals, come to be treated. trial, and punleh- 

With I'egard to persons dealt with summarily, the Pohee tables give complete infor- 
mation as to the number apprehended, the number punished, and the nature of tlie 
punishment. But in the case of persons proceeded against by indictment, tlie Police 
supply only the number apprehended and the disposal of them prior to trial. With 
regard to the number actually tried or discharged for want of evidence or otherwise, 
the number acquitted on trial or punished, and the nature of the penalty, statistics have 
been made up, as in former years, from returns by the Local Inspectors of Gaols for 
each county, compiled from the records of the Clerks of the Crown and of the Peace. 
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As, in the first place, the apprehension often takes place a considerable time after the 
commission of the crime, and as, in the second place, the trial sometimes does not occur 
in the same year as the apprehension, the statistics as to trials necessarily do not agree 
in any one year with the Police accounts of persons sent on for trial, although in a 
series of years there is a substantial agreement between the two classes of returns. 



As in the previous chapter, persons proceeded against are divided into two classes — 
those dealt ■with by indictment at Assizes, the Dubhn Commission Court, and Quarter 
Sessions, and those dealt with summarily by Magistrates. 



Disposal of 

persons appro- 
hemled, prior to 
trial, comiiared 
witli like disposal 
in England and 
Wales. 



The following summary shows the number of persons apprehended by the Police for 
indictable offences in Ireland in 1873, with the manner of their disposal before trial, 
together -with tho corresponding statistics for England and Wales in 1872 for com- 
parison ; — 





IrebnJ, !H73. 




01' for 
1(172. 


fb"i 


S' 




Pcr-CBliUigo to 1 


Por-oona-e to 
Total. 


(Sris- 


Boys, 




■c 


Womoa 


Total, . . . . • . 


5.204 


4,093 


1,111 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Total bailed and committed for trial. 


3,713 


3,039' 


684 


74-0 


620 


71-0 


61-0 




1,821 


1,649 


172 


40'0 


160 


7-0 


4'0 


Committed for trial, . - • • 


1,893 


1,380 


512 




46-0 




of U 


Total discharged, i'C., . . • - 


1,491 


1,064 


427 


20-0 


38-0 


29-0 


390 




746 


.559 


187 


14-0 


17-0 


22'0 


29'0 




534 
















143 


127 












Coinmiuodfor want of sureties, 


08 


46 













The large proportion of those discharged fm' want of prosecution in Ireland, 8 per 
cent, of men and 13 per cent, of women, as compared -with 6 per cent, of men and 
9 per cent, of women in England and Wales, arises from the system of public prosecu- 
tions under the direction of the Attomey-Generf^l in Ireland. In Scotland in 1870 
14 per cent, of men and women taken together were discharged without being 
tried, and 11 of the 14 per cent, by the Lord Advocate, who occupies a position m 
Scotland as to prosecutions somewhat similar to that occupied by the Attorney-General 
in Ireland. 

The proportion discharged for want of evidence in England and Wales, 22 and 29 
per cent., is larger than the proportions of 1 4 and 1 7 per cent, in Ireland ; the differ- 
ence being, no doubt, caused by the prosecutions conducted by private parties, as in 
England, failing oftener from want of evidence than when conducted by public prose- 
cutors, as in Ireland. 

The great difference in the proportion of those bailed for trial, 40 per cent, of 
men and 16 per cent, of women, in Ireland, as compared with 7 per cent, of men. 
and 4 per cent, of women in England and Wales, with a corresponding difference 
in the opposite direction in the number committed for trial, indicates veiy clearly the 
less serious character in Ireland than in England and Wales of the crimes for which, 
or the more doubtful character of the evidence on which, parties are made amenable to 
the Superior Courts. 
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In the following table the number and disposal of persons proceeded against by 
indictment in the two countries are compared : 



Court, Assubb, or Qu.\rtee Sessio.ts. 




Kumbsr 
in a portion of 

Koglaad ami | 
tbat oT Irolaod, 1 


ProporUoR 


di.po>=d of. 


Itoland?l'(l73. 


Itnfflaud and 
WiSm, 11172. 


Total tried, 


3, CoS 


3,281 


100- 


100- 


I. Convicted, or detained as insane, 


2,562 


2.53.5 


70-0 


77-3 


Vis.: — Sentenced to iinprisoumenl, &C., 


2,300 


2,167 


63-3 




Sentenced to penal servitude, . 


231 


352 






Pound insnne, .... 


12 




0-3 1 




Detained after acquittal on ground of 










insanity, 


9 


4 


0-2 




Sentenced to death 


4 ■ 


7 


0-1 ' 


0-2 


II. Acquitted on trial, 


1,094 ' 


746 


300 


22-7 
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The total returned as tried in this table, does not necessarily agree with tliose returned 
by the Policy as bailed or committed for trial; for in all cases of pei-sons committed or 
bailed for trial in the last half of the year in the case of Assizes, and tlie last quarter of 
the year in the case of Quarter Sessions, the trial takes place in a subsequent year to the 
committal ; again, where persons die in prison, or do not attend in discharge of their 
bail, whilst they would be committed or bailed for trial, they would never be actually 
tried. 



The proportion of acquittals in Ireland, 30 per cent., is lai^e as compared with Piojiortioa cf 
the 22'7 per cent, in England and Wales ; but it appears from the following table, that coDvic^ua'iii 
this is above the average of acquittals for Ireland since 1864, which was 26 '3. The compared witli 
minimum in 1870 was only 22'8, nearly corresponding with the proportional number in 
England and Wales. In this comparison the larger proportion discharged in the first 'Wales, 
instance in England and Wales for want of evidence, as above noticed, and the less certain 
evidence on which paities are sent for trial {indicated by the lai^er proportion bailed 
in Ireland than in England, as noticed in page 34) is to be borne in mind. 



At the Court of Assizes in Belgium the average of 6 yeai-s, ended 1869 (the latest Proportion gf 
figures in Annuaire for 1873), shows the acquittals to be 26-5 per cent. acquittals to 

convictions in 
Belgium. 

With regard to persons actually tried by indictment at Assises, Dublin Commission Convictions and 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, the following table sets forth the numbers for a series of '“'i."htnis for a 
years, and shows also the results of the trial : — ^ 



Year. 




Couvicted, 

dotainad 


A,.«- 




)!' tboa« 'iVied 


‘SS“ 




1864, 


4,097 


3,023 


1,069 


74-0 


26-0 


1865, 


3,654 


2,690 


964 


73-6 


26-4 


1866, 


3,408 


3,444 


964 


71-7 


28-3 


1867, 


3,601 


2,758 


843 


76-6 


33-4 


1S68, 


3,207 


2,418 


789 


75-4 


24-6 


1S69, 




2,469 


860 


74-2 


25-8 


1870, 


3,966 


3,064 


902 




22-S 


1871, 


3,582 


3,574 


1,008 


71-9 


28-1 


1872, 


3,588 


3,593 


996 


72-2 


27-8 


1873, 


3,656 


2,562 


1,094 


70-0 


30-0 
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Disposal of Bills 
of Indictment by 
Qrand Juries. 



The result of proceedings before Grand Juries in criminal cases is shown by the 
returns of the Clerks of the Crown and Peace. The difference between the number, 
3,656, actually tried, and 4,544 returned by them as for trial in Superior Criminal Courts, 
is 888, and the grounds of discharge of tliese is thus accounted for by them : 

No prosecution, . . . • • 433 

No bill found by Grind Jury, .... 416 

Bailed and not tried, . . • . . 40 

Total, ... - S88 



These figures indicate the function discharged by Grand Juries m stopping prosecu- 
tions to the extent of 9 '7 per cent, of tlie persons for trial. In England and Wales the 
number of persons against whom no bills were found was 4'6 per cent, of the persons 
for trial. _ 

Court for con- In the Court for the consideration of Crown cases reserved, constituted by Stat. 1 1 & 1 2 

aideration of y ^ ^ Corresponding to the Court for Criminal Appeal in England, there were 2 
appeals before the Court in 1873. In 1 case the previous decision was affirmed, and 
1 was only partly heard. 

In the following table the sentences passed on those convicted in 1873 are shown in 
detail, and in comparison with the sentences on the average of the five preceding 
years with the sentences during the same 5 years in England and Wales, and as to 
capiti sentences and imprisonment for life, with tliose in Belgium, for 5 years ended 
1869, the latest accessible statistics. 




It thus appears that 2,541 persons were punished for serious offences in 1873 ; the 
remaining 21 included in 2,562 on preceding page as convicted, were detained as insane. 
The 50 sent to lleformatoiy or Industrial Schools are classified in the table according 
to the gaol punishments, and then appended separately as of importance in connexion 
with the reformatory system for juvenile criminals. 



In England and Wales a different method of classification is pursued, those sent to 
reformatories are not included in the detail classification for the preliminary sentence 
which they receive. The total, however, 3,029, includes the 50 so sent as a distinct class. 
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less than th« corre.poncl.ng Engfah average (3.029) for the eame five yeare 

namb™3erceT,’^”®“* puniehnent. th„e the 

arEnv ir “P™»™htforsii moatheaad under wa,. i„ Ireland, 1,414, 

fellrrf ■ ■ 77 ”■ *■“ .™ber. But it: 

t ie sentences for one year and aboTe six months, the English number was 754 more 

nu^berto? nf *“ ‘bovo one, the 7 g li. b 

mber, 295, .a still more m excess, being about four times the Irish number, 77 . 

In penal servitude, the E.Jglish number (412) is largely in excess of the Irish number 
(eSl). Ill penal semtnde for life, the Irish number for lsf3 (5) is in excess of the 

nded 1,7 f P 7 ”T'’“ ?> '♦ f“ ‘be six yearn 

ended 1573, a fraction less than the English average of 2 for five years ended 1873. 

The number of Irish sentences of death in 1373 (4), ivhich is double the average of 

fs 72 i7 “ 7° 77 “ i*""' “ ““ *b» ”““S‘ of b™ JOOI'O 7ded 

lS/2, m a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

sen7“’ 7 7 7’°”n7 F^opooffou to be expected in Ireland (13) from the average of 
sentences to death m Belgium, from I860 to 1569. the latest allable statistics 
That this larger amount of seut.ucos ofdoath in Belgium than in Ireland does not 
1 ““ f'0“ '‘““‘‘O” ‘b»te being adopted in cases ivheto penal servitude for life would 
bo adopted in Ire and, is si, own by ether figures in the table. The sentences of 

77T7T 7 1 7 77™ bU"'® °f 22 forapopnktion 

equal to that of Ireland, while the Irish figure is only 6. 

There were 4 persons sentenced to death in Ireland in 1373 (the number shown on 
the average of the preceding five years being 2) i 3 of those sentenced were executed. 

The following are tile particniars of the cases in which the capital sentence was 
carried into effect 

Cavan oonnty -Laurence Smyth, aged 33, a blind m.n-iuilioted a nnnib.r of 
wounds with a kmfo on a neighbour, in a dispute about some bog. It was one 
of a class of enmes arising from the wont of jurisdiction ii the local Courts to try 
questions of title to land, or bog, or rights of way. This want of jurisdiction hal 
been removed to a large extent by Sir Colman OLeglilen's Civil Bill Court Act 
of the present session of Parliament. 

Mayo county .-Edward Walsh, aged 35, publican and baker-miirdar of his wife 
witl, a large stick used for washing ; attributed by Judge to habits of drunkenness. 

Tyrone county.-Thomas H. Montgomery, aged 30, Subjnspector, Royal Irish 
CoiistabuLmy-murde, of a bank clerk in the b.Mt by stnnmng him ani drivinv 
a file into hs ear. Object of the murder, a robbery of the bank to the extent o°f 
iSOO, wlucb was discovered concealed in a wood some distance from the town. 

rhe case in which death-sentence was commuted was 

Queen’s county.— James Moore, aged 40, labonrer— murder of a neivhbont for 
money, seen with him when parties were drinking together. The trial lasted 44 
days; commenced 21st July, and ended 9th Septembor. The commutation of 
sentence was recommended by the jury, on the ground of absence cf previous 
bad foebng, and that previous to the quarrel about the purse and robbery both 
parties were drunk. It was also recommeaded by the late Lord Chief Baton 
Pigot, who tned tlie case. 






Part I. 
CmaisAL 
STATISIIOa. 

Chapter II. 
Procedure. 

Irisli and EnglisU 
sentences of 
imprisonment and 
penal serritudo 
compared. 



Irish and Belgian 
sentences of death 
and of imprison- 
ment for life 
compared. 
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proceeded against summarily, -with 
in Ireland, in 1873, as compared 



The following table shows the number of persons 
the number discharged and the number con-rioted. 



Past I. 
CSJUDIAL 
Statistiob. 



CnAPTSB II- 
Procedure. 



PSRS0K9 I 



Convictions and 
punisliments of 
persons proceeded 



Nuniter proceeded against, 
Number convicted. 

Number discharged. 



th»t of S23.S43 men and boys proceeded agoinst, 32^615 



From this table it appears 
or 13'4 per cent, were dischai _ 
and girls proceeded against, 7,744 or 20’5 per i 
cent, convicted. 

In the criminal statistics of preceding years 
tion as to sex up to the proceedings of persons 
1873 this distinction has been extended to 
comparison of the mode in which the sexes are 
punishments. 

Disposal of Persons fob Trial. 



convicted; and of 37,877 women 
'ere discharged, and only 79'5 per 



the statistics showed a complete distinc- 
sent for trial. In the forms for 1872 and 
the results of the teial, so as to allow of a 
dealt with at trial and in subsequent 



Disposal of men 
and hoys for trial, 
compa^ with 
(lispoBsl of women 



The statistics for 1372 showed a slightly larger proportion of nren than of women 
■osccuted on nnsatisfaetory eridence, only 6 '6 pet cent, of the cases of the prosecnt.on 
i women and girls haring been stopped by Grand Juries for rnsuffic.ent ey.dence, 
■hile no less than 9-2 per cent were stopped in the case of men and boys In the 
of , S7S the nronortions are nearly equal, 9-2 per cent, for men and boys, and 



Disposal, or Woucn aso QiiiiA. 


Men and Boys. 


ffirls. 


Proportion t 
Men and Boys. 






3,724 


820 


100- 


100- 




747 


U1 


200 


17-2 


Viz.: — Not prosecuted, . . • • 

No bills found against, 


388 

345 

34 


64 

71 

G 


9-9 

9-2 

0-9 


7-8 

O'S 




2,977 


679 


800 


82-8 




2,977 


679 


100- 


100- 


I Convicted, or detained as insane, . 


2,084 


478 ■ 


700 


70-4 


Viz.: Sentenced to imprisonment, <!to., . 

Sentenced to penal servitude, . 

Found insane, . • • , . ' 

Detained after acquittal on ground of in- 
sanity, . . • • • 

Sentenced to death. 


1,891 

178 

7 

1 4 

1 ^ 


1 415 

53 

1 5 

1 5 


63-6 

6-0 

0-2 

O'l 

0-1 


610 

0-8 

0-8 


II. Acquitted on trial, . . • • 


893 


1 201 


30-0 


29-6 
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The proportions of cases of criminal insanity (found insane or detained as insane) are 
reversed ; instead of being, as in 1872, in men 0’8, or nearly double the number (0'5) 
in women, in 1873 they were in men 0'3, and in women 1'6. In the case of punish- 
ments, the proportions of the sexes subjected to penal servitude do not differ so much 
as in 1872; they were then 4'6 per cent, of men and 10'2 per cent, of women; in 
1873 they were 6'0 per cent, of men and 7-8 per cent, of women. The higher propor- 
tion of women in both years is apparently to be explained by the much larger propor- 
tion of habitual ciuminals amongst women than amongst men. 



CBArrER II. 
Procedure. 



In the following table, the punishments inflicted summarily on men and boys and Punishments tor 
on women and girls are set out for comparison ; — ofTcnoes deter- 




This table indicates a much larger proportion of commitments, as compared with 
minor punishments, amongst women than amongst men, the former being 23’3 por 
cent, and the latter only 7-2 per cent., showing a disparity of IS'l per cent. This is a 
greater disparity than in 1872, where the proportions are 20'7 for women, and 7'5 for 
men, and the disparity only 18-2 per cent. The number fined present an opposite 
contrast, the men fined being 85-1 per cent, of the persons committed and the women 
only 58’8 per cent. 

These great differences arise partly from the offences of this class being to a large extent 
violations of Roads Acts, Hackney Carriage Acts, and Nuisance Acts, matters of mere 
discipline, which men from their employment are more likely to commit than women, and 
for which fines are either the only or the suitable punishment. Again, amongst the classes 
prosecuted for offences for which summary convictions take place, men are generally 
better able to pay fines than women, and so more likely to escape imprisonment. 



[Table. 

F2 
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Paet I. 

\ Cbiuinal 
Statistios. 

Ceapieb II. 
procedure. 

Proceedings for 
offences disposed 

Ireland compared 
vith tliose in 
England and 
Wales. 



The following table shows the punishments for offences determined summarily in 
Ireland in 1873, compared with those in England and Wales in 1872 : — 





Is'lsra*’ 




Kumljer iu ft 

^opulftTioft of 
Eng]au<t ftiul 


Pn>porli« 


porcoftl. 


Irolftad, 1873. 


Englfttici 
and Wales, 


Total number proceeded against, 




223,843 


130,216 


100- 


100- 






32,615 


31,709 


14'C 


24-4 


„ convicted, 




191,228 


98,507 






Disposal of persons convicted. 




191,228 


98,507 


100- 


100- 


Not committed, viz. 


Total, 


172,483 


78,282 


90-2 


79-4 






154,480 


65,566 


80-8 


66-4 






13,836 


7,782 










3,729 


4,097 










436 


653 






Whipped, .... 




2 




■ 




Committed, vis. : — 


Total, 


18,745 


20,316 


9-8 


20-6 






9,875 


8,557 


5-3 


S-6 






5,100 












1,595 


2,650 










752 


1,766 










724 


337 










420 












242 








To Gaol, above 6 uiontha, . 




37 









This table shows the more serious nature of the offences dealt with summarily in 
England and Wales tlian in Ireland. Of the persons convicted, 20'6 per cent, were 
committed in England and Wales, as against 9 8 per cent, in Ireland, and the excess 
is greater in the long than for the short terms of imprisonment. 



CnArtsK III. 
Oriminah, ic., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 



Persons in deten- 
tion, 1873. 



CHAPTER III.— CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT 
AND KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. 

The statistics of persons in confinement include — in addition to actual criminals — 
persons accused of crime, debtors, children detained in industrial schools to prevent 
their falling into crime, and lunatics committed by Justices aa dangerous. They do not 
include idiots or lunatics detained by order of the Lord Chancellor, or upon medical 
certificate for the purpose of cure. 

The distribution of the persons in confinement, among the different places of 
detention, is shown in the following table : — 





Uen 

ftud Doys. 


and Girls. 




p„™i. 


Total in all Ireland, .... 


7,697 


5,527 


13,124 


200- 




1,609 


2,751 


4,360 


33-2 












In County and Town Gaols, 


S37 


289 


1,126 


8-6 




S83 


206 
















In Pour Courts Marshalsea,* . . • . 


9 


6 


15 


01 



' Tho figures given under this head are obtained from tbe Report of the Inspectors-Geueral of Prisons on Pour 
Courts Marsiialsea, 1873. 
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It appeai-s from this table that at the close of the year 1873 there were 13,124 
persons m the different places of confinement in aU Ireland, either for prevention or for 
punishment, and that the persons in confinement who have been detained to prevent 
them from falling into ciime rather than as punishtnent, without considering the juvenile 
criminals in reformatories as belonging to this class, amounted to 8,229, (viz 4 360 
^Idren m industrial schools, and 3,869 lunatics,) or considerably more than half of 
the entire number in confinement. 



UlUUISAl. 

Statisiicb. 



CUAPIEB IIL 
Criminals, ic., in 
Confinement and 



The number of admissions into the various places of confinement in the com-se ot Admissiona in 
1373 is shown in the following table : oourao of 1873. 





Meu 

inia Boys. 


"?s. 


Tvl.l, 




Total in all Ireland. .... 


27,818 


15,360 


43,178 


100' 


Into Bridewells, . . . ' 

Into Lunatic Asylums (ns criminals or dangerous), , 
Into Industrial Sciiools, . . , ' 

Into Reformatory Soliools, . . . ' 

Into Convict Prisons, ... " 

Into Four Courts Marsbalsea,* 


21,107 

4,989 

786 

425 

264 

184 

63 


12,097 

1,431 

513 

602 

44 

66 

7 


33,804 

6,420 

1,299 

1,027 

308 

250 

70 


783 

14-9 

30 

2'4 

0-7 

0-5 

0-2 



The number of admissions to gaols and bridewells, compared with the number of 
persons in custody at the end of the year, shows that the commitments are for short 
periods. 



From this table it appears that there were 43,178 admissions into places of confine- 
ment m all Ireland in course of 1873, But, as the children received into reformatories, 
and some of the lunatics received into asylums, were previously confined in bridewells 
and gaols, and are simply transferred therefrom to those places, these admissions do not 
represent so many sepai-ate commitments. Much less do they represent distinct indi- 
viduals, as the same person is often the subject of several committals to gaols and 
bridewells in the course of one year. The figures of the tabic indicate the relative 
importance with regard to commitments considered simply numerically, of the different 
places of confinement. 



^ The county and town gaols included in these tables are 38 in number. They are not Gaols, 
divided into county, borough and liberty prisons, as in England and Wales. Only 4 of 
the .33 boroughs in Ireland have distinct gaols, viz. Dublin, which lias 2; Cork, 

Limerick, and Drogheda, which have 1 each. There are 2 county gaols in Tipperaiy,' 

1 at Nenagh and 1 at Clonmel, for the North and South Ridings respectively. Only 5 
boroughs, with gaols in common with adjoining county, have distinct taxation for gaols, 
viz. Belfast, Carrickfergus, Galway, Kilkenny, and Waterford. 

The total number of commitments of all kinds to county and town gaols in 1873 was Number of. 
33,804. initiueute. 



Men and Boys, . 
Women and Girls, 

Total, 



COnniTHEKTS 

lors. 1S72. 

21,107 19,243 

12,697 11.184 

33,804 30,427 




This table shows a marked increase in the number of commitments of both men and 
women in 1873. 



Tide note, 



p. 40, 
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PiUll 

Criuinal 

StATI8TI0S. 



CHAPTEa in. 
CriminaU, <£c.. mi 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Ground of oom- 
mitment to gaols. 



The number of commitments to gaols in Ireland during 1S73, classified according to 
oTOunds of commitment, with the proportion per cent, of each class to the total commit- 
ments, as compared with the proportion per cent, of the similar classes m England and 
Wales in 1872, is shown in the following summary 











Proportion per cent. 




Total of 




Women 


Mon no 


dBoys. 


Women nud Girls. 




Soxoi. 


... 


nnl Uirla. 




Enplnnd 
°1B72. ’ 




and Wnlos, 
1872. 




33,804 


21,104 


12,697 


100' 


100- 


100- 


100- 


On summary convictions, 

For trial, and tried at Assizes and Sessions 
Remanded and discharged, . 

For want of sureties, . . . • 

For Military and Naval offeuoes, . 

For debt and on civil process, 

Under Lord Lieutenant’s Warrant, . 


26.158 

3,324 

”’718 

028 

285 

3 


14,044 

2,733 

2,100 

442 

628 

257 

3 


11,214 

591 

588 

276 

38 


70-8 

12-9 

10-0 

2'1 

3-0 

1-2 


71-7 

9-9 

6-8 

2'1 

2-6 

6-9 


4-6 

22 

0-2 


82-5 

7-6 

6-7 

2-5 

0-7 



Upon this table, it is to be observed, that in both countries the commitments 

arise mainly from summary convictions, which in Ireland amount to 88'3 per cent, mthe 

case of women and girls, and 70'S in the case of men and boys. The differences between 
the two countries are as follow ;-The proportion of men and boys committed for trial 
or convicted at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, of those remanded and discharged, and 
of those committed for military and naval offences, is greater in Ireland than in England 
and Wales ; and the proportion of men and boys summarily convicted, and of men 
committed for debt and on civil process is greater in England and Wales than m 
Ireland ; whilst in the case of women and girls, the proportions Highest in Ireland ai-e 
those convicted summarily, and in all the other classes of commitments the proportions 
in England and Wales are highest. 

In the gaol statistics for 1873, the distinction between ordinary criminals, on the one 
hand, and persons committed for debt or on civH process, or for military and naval 
offences, on the other, is uniformly carried out. Of the latter classes there were com- 
mitted in 1873 ; — 

885 
28 

913 



Men and Boys, 
Women and Girls, 

Tot-J, 



Deducting these, and 3 committed under the Lord Lieutenant’s W arrant, from the total 
commitments, we get the number of commitments of ordinary criminals in the year 



Men and Boys, 
Women and Girls, 



20,219 

12,669 



32,888 



With regal'd to these ordinai-y criminals, the tables set forth for each gaol, the age and 
sex, the birthplace, the degree of instruction, and the occupation, the number remanded 
and discharged, and of all others the number who bad, and the number who had not, 
been previously committed to any prison. The new column added in 1871 shows the 
number of persons, other than those remanded and discharged, who, when previously 
convicted, had received a sentence of transportation or penal servitude. 
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In setting forth the number of re-commitmeuts, persons "who were remanded and 
discharged are not taien into account, as presumably innocent and not to be considered 
in the question of habitual crime. Of this latter class, there were, in 1873 — 

Men and Boys, ..... S,100 

Women and Girls, .... 588 

Total, ..... 2,688 

The number of ordinary criminals other than those remanded and discharged is, 
accordingly — 



CnATTEtt III. 
GnminaU, cC-c., 
Cor^imement and 
o6 large. 






Men and Boys, ..... 18,119 
Women and Girls 13,081 



Total, 



Of these, it appears that 13,082, or about 43 per cent., were never previously in 
prison, and 17,118, or about 57 per cent., had been previously committed with more or 
less frequency ; showing at once that the greater number of the commitments was ot 
habitual criminals, including amongst this number some who had, of coume, become so 
during the year. 

In consequence of this characteristic, it becomes important to trace the degree of ll«-eonimitm€nts. 
frequency of the re-commitments, and this is done in the following table : — 




The frequency of re-commitments is shown in a marked manner by this table. A 
large proportion of the re-commitments of men (12 per cent.) were cases which had been 
preceded by 10 or more commitments, and 30 per cent, were of men who had been 
previously committed 5 times or upwards. Amongst the women, the proportions are 
more remarkable, 24 per cent, of the re-commitments amongst them were of women 
who had previously been committed upwards of 10 times, and 39 per cent, were of 
women who bad been previously committed 5 times or upwards. 

The results indicate very plainly that some further legislation is required in dealing 
with habitual criminals, especially in the case of women committed above 10 times. 
Such cases appear fitted for an extension to adults of the habitual criminal class, of the 
Eefonnatory system, which has been so successfully applied to young persons. 

The statistics of commitments of persons not previously committed to any prison, 
afford the best gaol test of the amount of fresh crime in the year, arising either fi-om 
the strength of the causes producing crime, or the weakness of the repressive agencies. 
In these figures each commitment indicates a distinct criminal, wliich the statistics of 
re-commitments of habitual criminals do not 
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Pam r. The following table shows the number of persons committed to gaols for the first 

StaimtoI compared with those of the same class in 1872 



CrlAPTEB III, 
Criminals, &c., 
Confinement and 

at large. 

Gaols. 

First commit- 



PSBSONS COMKITIKD 

1 


1 


1872. 


1 Actuiil DiOArtnee. 




Icta thim in 
1872. 


Number m 
Uai thsQ in 

1878. 


Numlier ia 
loss than la 




Total, 


13,083 


10,262 


1 


2,280 1 


- 


Por^coat. 


Men and Boys, 


9,393 


7,970 




1,422 1 


_ 




Women and Girls, . 


3,690 


2,292 




1,398 1 


- 


35 



Considered as an index of the amount of fresh crime within the year, the figures of 
1873 contrast unfavourably with those of 1872. There were no less than 2,820, or 
21 per cent., more first committals in 1873 to gaols tlian in 1872, the proportionate 
increase being much larger in the case of women than of men. 

The column already referred to, showing among tlie re-commitments the number 
of persons who w'hen previously convicted had received a sentence of transportation or 
penal servitude, throws hght upon the repressive efficacy of those punishments. It 
appears that of the entire number of re-commitments in 1873, only 191 (109 men and 
82 women), or about 1 per cent, of the whole, were of this convict class. 

In the following statistics relating to ordinary criminals committed to gaol in 1873, 
the persons who were remanded and discharged are included ; and a comparison, under 
each head of information, is instituted between the English and the Irish figures. 

Ages of prisonera The following summary shows the age and sex of the persons (other than debtors and 
111 gaols. persons charged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county 

and county 'of city or of town gaols in Ireland in 1873, together with the proportion 
per cent, of each sex at the different age-periods to the total number of each sex as 
compared with the corresponding proportionate irumbers in England and "Wales in 
1871-72:— 





ToUvl of 
both Soros 




Women 




Froportio 


per coal. 




Moan 


<I Uoys. 


Women 


lid Girls, 






1878. 


Enrland 
and Woles, 
1871-72, 


Total, . 


32,888 


20,319 


12,669 


lOO- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Under 12 years, ..... 


155 


139 


16 


0'7 


1-4 


0-1 




13 years and under 16, 


1,250 


960 


290 


4 ’8 


6-4 






16 years and under 21, 


5,329 


8,913 


1,416 


19'4 


IS-S 


11-3 




21 years aud under 30, 


12,900 


7i552 


5,348 


37 ’4 


30-6 


42-3 




30 years and under 40, 


7,370 


4,111 


3,159 


20-3 


20-0 


24-9 


23-7 


40 years and under 50, ... 


3,343 


1,860 


1,483 


91 


12-2 






50 years and under 60, ... 


1,681 


1,040 


641 


6-1 


6-7 






Above 60 years 


815 


511 


304 


2-5 


3-9 






Ago not ascertained, .... 


145 


133 


12 


0-7 


0-1 


0-1 


O'i 



It appears that the Irish proportion is in excess of the English between 21 and 30 — 
in men as 37'4 per cent, is to 30'5 per cent., and in women as 42'2 per cent, is to 33'4 
per cent. In the case of girls between 16 and 21, the English proportion is in excess 
of the Irish as l-5‘8 per cent, is to 11'2 per cent. 



The birthplace of the ordinary criminals conffned in the different county and county 
of city and of town gaols in Ireland in 1873, together with the proportion per cent, of 
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Paht I. 
OaniwAL 







du" 


and Girls, 


Statistics. 

Proiiortioo pot cent, ChaPTPR m. 


Won and Cojo. 


tVomen and Girle. Criminals, tic., in 


Ireland, 


Enelimd 
and tValoo 
1071-72. 


I^nnd, 


Eiialaiul ai large. 


Total, 

Irelaml, 

England and Wales, . . . 

Scotland, 

Not ascertained [ 

Foreign Conntries, ..." 

Colonies and East Indies, 


33,888 


20,219 


12,669 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Birtbpiaoo of 


31,950 

479 

145 

180 

45 


19,553 

335 

85 

136 

85 

25 


13,397 

144 

GO 

44 

4 

20 


96-7 

1-7 

0-4 

0-7 

0-4 

O-I 


11-5 

84-1 

1-9 

0- 3 

1- 7 
0-5 


97-8 

M 

0-5 

0-3 

01 

0-2 


20-7 

75-2 

2-8 

0-2 

0-6 

0-5 



Those figures show that of the ordinary criminals there was only 2-2 per cent of 
women and guds, and only 3 '3 per cent, of men and boys not of Irish birth in Irish gaols, 
m 1873 whilst m England and Wales in 1871-72 there were 24-8 per cent, of wZen 
and gj^rls and 15-9 pet cent, of men and boys in English prisons not born in Euriand 
and Wales, and of these strangers no loss than 20-7 per cent, of the women and girls 
and 11'5 per cent, of tlie men and boys were of Irish birth, 



There is a very small number of persons of Scotch birth in the English prisons, but it 
IS remarkable that the number of women and girls (2'8 per cent.) is much above 
the proportion of men and boys (1-9 per cent.), just as in the case of Irish immigrants 
who, as already stated, are in the ratios of 207 per cent, in the case of women and 
girls, and only 11-5 per cent, in the case of men and boys. 



It IS probable that in both cases this difference arises from the migration of women of 
bo.d ciiaracter from the poorer to the wealthier parts of the kingdom. 



Tlie following summary gives the degree 
gaols, in Ireland in 1873, with the English 
comparison : — 



of instruction of ordinary criminals in Degree of inetruc- 
proportionate number for 1871-72 for 



DESBEEOr IXBTRUOTtO!*. 


Total of 
both Seaes 


Won 

and Doyo, 


Women 


Proportion per cent. 


Men and Boys. 


Women and Gitla. 




^I87a’ 


England 
and Wales, 




4;Ks, 


Total, , . ' . 

Neither read nor write, 

Read and write well, .... 
Read, or read and write imperfectly, 
Instruction not ascertained, . 

Superior instruction, .... 


32,888 


20,219 


12,069 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


13,562 

11,785 

7,171 

206 

164 


s!993 

3,931 

176 

139 


6,582 

2,792 

3,240 

30 

25 


34-5 

44-5 

19-4 

0-9 

0-7 


3M 

4-2 

64-3 

0-2 

0-2 


51-9 

22-0 

25-6 

0-3 

0-2 


39-3 

68-7 

0-7 



It appears from this table that of the ordinary criminals committed to Irish gaols in 
1873„a large proportion were wholly uneducated. Of the men and boys 34-5 could 
neither read nor write, the proportion in England of this class in 1871-72 being somewhat 
lower, viz,, 31'1. The difference in the numbers of those who could read and write well 
in the two countries is striking— in Ireland the proportion of this class to the total 
number of men committed being 44-5 per cent., while in England and Wales it was only 
4 -2. There is also a marked difference, of an opposite kind, in the numbers of those who 

Ci 
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Past I. received an imperfect education. In England and Wales 64'3 per cent, of the men and 
'• Cbiminal could read or read and write imperfectly ; in Ireland only 19'4 per cent, were of 

Statibtjcb. • 

this class. 

tininah, i'c., ir. In the case of women and girls, it appears that in Ireland the largest proportion 
Con^e,u and ^ ,g cent.) -Were wholly uneducated ; while in England and Wales 

the largest proportion (58 '7 per cent.) could read or read and write imperfectly, only 

39-3 per cent being wholly ignorant. There is a similar striking contrast between the 
two countries in the case of women and girls who could read and write Avell as appeared 
in the corresponding class of men and boys. In Ireland 22'0 per cent of the women and 
girls were of this class, while in England and Wales only I'S of the women and girls 
could read and write well. 

It thus appears that in both countries a very large proportion of the criminals com- 
mitted to gaols are wholly ignorant. This is especially true of the women and girls 
committed to Irish gaols. The figures of the table are of great importance in connexion 
with the proposal to make education compulsory. They indicate a very general failure 
in the existing arrangements of both countries in securing the education of the neglected 
classes most likely to fall into crime. 



Occupation of 
piisoners in gaols. 



In the following table the various occupations of the ordinary cruninals in the gaols 
of the two countries are set forth : — 













Proportioi: 


per cent. 






^ , 






Men nnd Boyi. 


Women a 


"'1 G'ds- 




totli Seses. 




""" 


^?873^’ 


»nd"fv!l]c5, 

I87l-7i 




and 

1871-72. 


Total 


32,868 


20,219 


12,669 


.100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Latourers, ctarwouicn, neodlewomen, 
No occupation, .... 

Mechanics and skilled 'torkers, 
Occupation not ascertained, . 
Shopkeepers and dealers. 

Domestic servants, 

Sailors, marines, and soldiers, 
Shopmen, shopwomen, and clerks, . 
Foremen and overlookers oflahour, 
Piofossional employments, 


12,469 

4,709 

4,151 

3,927 

2,946 

1,512 

1.423 

'578 

473 

344 

265 

91 


11,009 

1,319 

3,825 

1,465 

691 

442 

361 

473 

289 

256 

89 


1,460 

3,390 

1,151 

102 

1,481 

821 

981 

217 

55 

9 

2 


64-5 

6- 5 

18-9 

7- 2 
3-4 
2-2 
1-8 
2-3 
1-4 
1-3 
0-5 


55-3 

7-0 

21-7 

0-2 

3- 2 
1-2 

4- 0 
4-9 

0-1 

0-3 


11-5 

268 

32-8 

0-8 

11-7 

7-7 

1-7 

0-4 

0-1 


25-5 

28-5 

20-5 

2-S 

0-1 

4-8 

D-1 

0-3 

01 



It will be observed that more than half the men and boys coinmitted to gaols as 
ordinary criminals in both countries are labourers— the proportion in Ireland in 1873 
being 54'5, and in England and Wales in 1871-72 55-3 per cent. It will also be observed, 
that in Ireland and in England nearly half of the women in the gaols are either 
jirostitutes or else returned as having no occupation. No less than 32‘8 per cent, 
are of the former class in Ireland, and 26’8 of the latter ; whilst in England and Wales 
the proportions are 20'5 prostitutes and 28'5 of no occupation. 



It appears, too, from the above figures, that the proportional number of men 
employed as domestic seiwants. is larger amongst prisoners in Ireland than in England 
and Wales, while the reverse is tlie ca^e with regard to women servants ; the Englisli 
proportion of women servants is to be borne in mind as arising from the tax on men 
servants in England, and the greater proportion of female servants in consequence. 

The following summary shows the number of prisoners detained in gaols in Ireland 
durino- 1873, the number removed, discharged, or otherwise disposed of, and the 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



47 



number in custody at the close of the year ; ivltli the corresponding information for r™ I. 
iLngland and Wales in 1871—72, for comparison : — Cuijunai, 

Statistics. 





1873. 

Toul. 


Number 

p 

England 
and IVnles 

'IS 


Actuni Dinci-enco, 


Difference CHAPTER III. 

Crirainah, &c., in 


Irish 
less then 
English 

Number. 


Number 

Number 


Number 
less Clinn 
Eoglisb 


Vonfinmeni and 

•"“'IS”- 

Total number in 
Uu.li confinement 

Irish in gaols. 

Number. 


Total number under detention in year, 

Under detention at commencement of yeiu' ! 
Committed during year, . . . ’ ' 

Disposed of in year, • . . 

Remaining at close of year, ..." 


36,283 

2,479 

33,804 

33,661 

2,614 


40,863 

4,086 

36,777 

4o47 


4,580 

1,607 

2,973 

3,165 

1,433 


; 


Per cent, 
11 
39 
8 
9 
35 


: 



In tins summary the Irish figures contrast favourably with the English— the total 
number under detention being 11 per cent, less, the commitments during the year 
being 8 per cent, less, and the number under detention at the end of the year beino- 
35 per cent, less than amongst a portion of the population of England and Wales 
equal to that of Ireland. 



The fonomug summary shorn the number of persons the gaols in Ireland are C.p„ay .t s.ol. 
constructed to contain, the greatest number confined at one time in 1873, and the daily 
arerage number in the year- 1S7S, with con-espondiug mformation' for England and 
Wales proportioned to population, for comparison 







illEliND, 18! 


'3. 


Number in 


Actunl i: 


.ifeonce. 


DIDcrcnc. 


1 per cent. 


IN CONFIKKMKXT 4T ONE TiUE. 


Men end 
Boys. 


end Uirls. 


both 


of England aud 
IVilos e^ual 
to that of 
Ireluud, 


Itisit 

number loss 
English pro- 


English pro- 
loss thao 


English pro- 


Euglisli pro- 
portion ato 

lets thou 
Irish 


Number of separate sleeping 
Greatest number of prisoners 


3,653 


1,619 


5,272 


6,315 


1,043 




17 




confined at one time. 


2,658 


1,124 


3,777 












Daily average number of 
prisoners in the year, 


1,887 


753 


2,640 


4,071 


1,431 


- 


35 


- 



From this summary it appears that the gaol accommodation in England and Wales 
is larger than in Ireland, the excess for a portion of the population equal to that 
of Ireland being no less than 1,043 separate cells, or 17 per cent., compared with the 
Irisli number. It also appears that the daily average number of prisoners out of a 
portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland is 4,071 against 
2,640 in Ireland, or an excess of 35 per cent. 



[Table. 

G2 
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Pam I. 

Cbiuibal 

S 1 AIIST 103 , 

Chaiteb III. 
Crimirtah, (be., ir 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Gaol punishments. 



The follo^g summary shows the punishments for prison offences m the different 



PCSISHMEKTS POE PEISOK 
Oppesces. 


IRKUKD, 187S. 


Proportion of 
in England 
ami Woles in 
1871-72 in 

doily areroge 


1 Actual Diflerence. 


nur...., 


PuiiisU- 

English. 


EllgHeU 


English. 




Men nrul 
Boys. 


Women 


r-t 


Total number of Punishments, 

Stoppage of diet, and Punish- 
ments other than the following, 
Solitary or (lark cells. 

Irons and handcuSs, . 

Whipping, .... 


4,321 


662 1 


4,983 


7,900 


2,917 




36 




2.GH 

1,089 

21 


246 

412 

4 

■ 


2,857 

2,101 

25 


5,610 

2,249 

16 

25 


2,753 

148 

25 


9 


50 

7 

100 


30 



From this tahle it appears that the Irish prisoners are much less prone t 
the laws of prison discipline than the English. Thus, m Ireland there were n,917, 

3G per cent,, fewer cases of punishment for prison offences m 1S7J than in a corre- 
sponding number of prisoners in England mrd Wales in 1S71W2. The cases of confce- 
ment in solitary or dark cello were 7 per cent, less frequent 1 cases of stoppage of diet 
and other punishments (without counting 445 cases in Richmond and 179 ormes m 
Grangegorman returned as solitary and dark cells with stoppage of diet) ware 50 per 
cent less frequent, and ciu.es of whipping 100 per cent, less frequent m I.rsh than m 
English prisons. On the other hand, the cases of punishment hy irons and handcufls 
were 36 per cent, more frequent in Irish than in English prisons. 

The following summary shows the number of cases of sickness and death in insh 
gaols in 1873, and the number of like cases for England and Wales in 1871-72 amongst 
an average number of prisoners equal to the Irish daily average . 



Total cases of Siokuesa and 
Denlb, . . . - 



Slight indisposition, 
Infirmary cases, 
luaanity, 

Deaths, 

Greatest Number sick i 



21,274 

21,255 

19,381 

1,789 

85 



aily averaj 



259 



Casas of 
Itoglish 



[irisb Priso 
in Ecglisl 



It apponrs from this table that the proportion of deaths in EngUsh prkons is 37 per 
cent mater than in Irish prisons, whilst the oases of sickness are against Ireland m 
the proportion of no less than 42 per cent. The inBrmaiy cases and cases of msanriy are 
respectively 66 and 65 per cent, more numerous in Ireland than m England and Wales, 
crtocl. TEo institutions in which the largest number of persons were m custody at end of year 
wore ludustrial Sehools. The importance of oatoud.ng the principles of the Industna 
Schools Acts to Ireland was pointed out io the preceding volumes of the Irish Criminal 
Statistics, and the figures now given show the entont to which these institutions have 
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been brought into operation. The Acts were extended to Ireland in 1868 by stat. 31 Vic., 
c. 25, and the first certificate was granted in February, 1869 ; but it was not until 1870 
that the schools came into full operation. Very complete information has been obtained 
about the schools. 

The number of Industrial Schools in 1873, as compared with the number in 1872, is 
shown in the following table : — 



Leinster, . 
MuQStur, . 
Ulster, 
Connaught, 




PiltT I. 
OatuiNAi. 
SlilMHCS. 



CHilTER III. 
Criminals, &c., in 
ConfinsTiuM and 



Industrial Schools. 



Total, . 



53 48 4 



It appears from this summary that there were in all Ireland in 1872 48 schools, and 

in 1873 52 schools, showing an increase within the year of 4 schools of which 2 were 

in Munster, 1 in Leinster, and 1 in Connaught. 

Of the total number of Industrial Schools in 1873 only 10 (5 for boys and 5 for girls) 
are for Protestants ; the rest (7 for hoys and 28 for girls, and 7 for both boys and girls,) 
are for Homan Catholics. 

The following summary shows the number of children under detention in Industrial Number in 
Schools in Ireland in 1873, and the number discharged, as compared witli similar 
statistics for 1872 (which, however, owing to the want of a return from one school, 
were in part founded on an estimate from the figures of 1871) : 





1 iKEtAKD, 1873. 1 


1072. 








Qirls. 


Total. 


Total r umber under detention in year, 


1.733 


3,031 


4,764 


3,988 


776 


- 


Under detention at bejrinnina: of vear. ■ 


1 1,308 


2,429 


3,737 


2,456 






Keceived during year, . . i 


4i5 


1 603 


1,027 


1,532 




505 


Total disposed of during year, . . ^ 


124 


280 


404 


2:;7 


177 


1 - 


Discharged, .... 


65 




320 








Put out ou Lieenee, . 


28 1 


87 


115 ■ 










23 


33 










Escaped, . . . . | 


D 


5 


14 


10 




- 


Total remaining at close of year, . , | 


1,609 

1 


2,751 


4,360 

1 


3,761 


599 


- 



It appears from this table that there were 4,764 children (1,733 boys and 3,031 girls) 
under detention in Industrial Schools in Ireland in 1873, which shows an increase of 
776, or about 20 per cent., on the number for 1872. There were 55 deaths in 1873 
against 41 in 1872. 

The following figures show the ages of the chQdren placed in these schools in 1873 : — Ages. 











Per^ceotoge of Total. 


AessorCHttnaus. 








Boys. 


Girls. 


Total, ...... 


1,016 


425 


591 


Per coot. 
100' 


100- 


Under 6 years, .... 


29 


13 


16 


3 




6 and under 8 years. 


262 


93 


1C9 




29 


8 and under 1 0 years, 


285 


120 


165 


28 


28 


10 and under 13 years, 


271 


126 


145 


30 




12 years and upwards. 


169 


73 


96 


17 


16 



It appears from these figures that by far the greater number of the children who are 
placed in these schools are under ten years of age. 
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SiiTrsTiCS. 

Chapteb III. 
Cnmimls, &c . , in 
Conjiuemeniand 
at large. 

Industrial Schools. 
Grounds of 
committal. 



The classification of the children, according to the provisions of the Act under which 
they are committed, is as follows : — 





V. . 








„ ... 












* . . 










Girla. 


'J'otal. 


in i»72. 




1872. 


Total, ...... 


425 


SOI , 


1,01G 


1,531 


100- 


100- 


Destitute and witiiout guardianship of parents 


233 


341 


574 


1 63S 


56 


42 


Found wan deringand homeless without guardian- 


104 


124 ' 


22S 


335 


33 


21 




03 


122 










Charged before Justices with offences, and com- 
mitted thereupon to Industrial So!rools(sec.l3), 


17 




19 


30 


3 




Found fretiuenting the company of reputed 
thieves (SCO. 11), .... 


* 


3 ' 


10 


12 


1 ' 


1 3 



Degree of 



These figui-es show that it is girls especially who have been rescued from temptation 
and crime by the Industrial Schools, and thattlie chief ground of committal is destitution 
or want of guardianship of parents. 

How completely the schools come in to supply the want of parental care and control 
appears from the next summary, showing the number of orphans amongst children on 
admission ; — 



nsonnsorO~n. 


1 Numbei 


■comrnUMmmS. 


Nnwber 




c of Total, 




Gi.. 


TofaL 


in i'iire. 


1378. 1 




Total number, ..... 


425 


591 


1,016 


1,531 


100- 


100- 




113 


146 


259 


300 


26 


20 




250 


346 


596 








Others, 


62 


99 


161 


264 







Statoof education. The result of orphanage and destitution in producing ignorance is shown by the 
fact that the number of children who on admission to Industrial Schools could 
neither read nor write Avas 652, wliich gives upwards of 59 per cent, entirely ignorant. 
Industrial Sebool In the following table the working of the Industrial School system in Ireland is 




In this table the children in the Feltham Industrial School in Englan4 under the 
Special Act (17 & 18 Vie., cap. clxlx.), are not included, as they are committed— not for 
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destitution, but as juvenOe 
Reformatories. 



criminals, and fall more naturally under the head of 



Pam I. 
CltlMINAl, 
Statistics. 



C /(S’ / 



It appears that the Iri,sh commitments during the year- 1873 were 54 per cent, in ChapterIII. 
excess of the English proportionate number in 1872. At the elo.se of the year the Griminah. itc., in 
Ii-ish number was 66 per cent, in excess of the English number. It appears, there- 
fore, from the table, that in Ireland the Industrial School system is in much more I — ;; 

extensive operation than in England and Wales. Induatria! ydiooJs. 



Lunatic Asylums come next to Industrial Schools in importance, from the number Criminal and 
of criminal and dangerous lunatics in confinement in them Dangerous Luna- 

tics IQ Asylums. 

The following figures show the number detained and disposed of in lunatic asylums Tola! number in 
during 1873: — confinemeut. 



Cbimikai. and Dano£R0us Lox.iTioa i» Asri.ons. 




lasLAND, 1573, 


Men. 


Women. 


Tolnl. 


Total number of Lunatics under detention during year, 


3,028 


1,960 


4,988 


Under detention at commencement of year, 








Committed by Justices, under 30 & 31 Vic., c. 118, 






1,219 

SO 


Received from gaols under warrant of Lord Lieutenant, . 


43 


37 


Total number disposed of during year. 


695 


424 


1,119 










Medical Superintendent, .... 

Discharged on becoming sane, by warrant of Lord Lieu- 


870 


237 


607 


Died, .... 


14 












Given to their friends, although insane, . 








Removed to workhouses. 








Escaped, 








Removed to gaol for trial or punishment. 








Transferred to other asylums, .... 




10 


15 


Remaining under detention at close of year, 


2,333 


1,536 


3,869 



The above summary shows an increase of ISO in the number under detention at the 
end of 1873, as compared with those at commencement of the year. 



The following snmmaiy shows the oflences with which criminal lunatics committed Offences wbicli 
to asylums in Ireland in 1873 were charged with having committed, and the offences chaTg^d'^ritirand 

with which dangerous lunatics were charged with having a purpose to commit : wliicli Dangerous 

Lunatics charged 

i i ; i with ail iiitont of 




Total cominittecl during the year, 

Dangerous persons at large, vagrants 
wandering without control, 

Assaults and riot, . 

Attempts at suicide, 

Ofiences against human life, 

Offences against property, . 

All other offences, . 



insane persons 




It appears .from this table that Ihe number of lunatics committed as dangerous 
persons at large, vagrants and insane persons wandering without control, was 62 per 
cent. : for assaults and riot, 27 per cent. 
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Lunatics. 



The following summary shows the judgments or orders under which criminal and 
dangerous lunatics were committed to asylums in Ireland in 1873 : — 



JUDOllRNT nn Obder or Committai. 


1 Mar and 


Wnmonand 


Total of both 1 


'SfSr 


Total oommitteil during year, .... 


786 


ei3 


1,299 


100- 


Committed to asylums by Justices as dangerous, under sfat. 




476 


1,219 


94'0 


30*31Vic., c. 118, a. 20 




Transmitted from gaols by Lord Lieutenant’s warrant ; — 






5i 


















12 








i ^ 






Became insane after eemmittal and before trial, . 











Irisli and Eingligli 
Statistics as to 
Criminal and 

Lunaticscompared. 



It thus appears that 94 per cent, of the lunatics were committed direct to asylums 
by Justices as dangerous, and only 6 per cent, hy Lord Lieutenant’s wan’ant. 

The statistics on this subject for England and Wales are not for the persons com- 
mitted wthin the year, as in Ireland, but for the whole of the persons under confinement. 
The following were the proportions in England and Wales in 1872, according to the 
judgment or order of committal, of the entire body of criminal lunatics in asylums : — 



Removed hy order of Secretary of State — coavicts hecomiug insane after trial, . 43 per cent. 

„ „ acquitted as insane, . . . 29 „ 

,, „ found or declared iueane, . • . 19 „ 

Committed by Justices — insane, ....... 9 „ 

„ dangerous lunatics, . . ' • . • • — n 



Total, 100 



It tlrus appears that of the entire number of lunatics in asylums in England and Wales 
in 1872, oidy 9 per cent, were committed by Justices as insane, and none as dangerous, 
as contrasted with 94 per cent, committed to asylums in Ireland ss dangerous. 

Difference Tlus difference appears to ai-ise from Justices in England and Wales having power, 

Et^i’sb^ll'w'LTo^ Lunatic Asylums Act of 1853, to send a pauper lunatic to an asylum on a 

Dangeroii.^i and certificate that he is deemed to be a lunatic and a proper person to be sent to an asylum 
Pauper Lunatics. asylums lunatics (whether paupers or not) wandering at large, 

not being properly cared for, or being cruelly ti-eated (sec. 68) ; and from the stringent 
penalties upon medical officers and overseeis of the poor, &c., who omit to give notice 
so as to have the above classes of lunatics brought before Justices. 

The Justices have consequently not to wait for evidence “ of derangement of mind, 
accompanied with an intent to commit a cnme,” in order to commit a lunatic under the 
powers conferred on them by the English Act of 1837 (1 & 2 Vic., c. 14). 

In Ireland Justices have no powers similar to those under the English Lunatic 
Asylums Act of 1853, of sending lunatics as such to asylums. Their power, under the 
Irish Act of 1867 (30 & 31 Vic., c. 118), is limited to the case of persons who have 
derangement of mind and intent to commit a crime, and who are dangerous lunatics or 
dangerous idiote. 

These words are more stringent than the correspondingEnglish Actof 1837 (1 &2 Vic., 
c. 14), which limite the word “ dangerous ” to idiots, and allows an insane person to be 
committed when an intent to commit a crime is proved, though there is no certificate of 
the person being dangerous. 

The fact that the Justices in Ireland have had to commit 1,219 lunatics in the year as 
dangerous, while the Justices in England and W ales had not to commit any as dangerous, 
indicates very plainly the importance of extending to Ireland the preventive provisions 
of the English Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853, above referred to, and of modifying the 
provisions of Statute 30 & 3 1 Vic., c. 118, so as to correspond with the English Act of 
1 & 2 Vic., c. 14. 
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Aaother difference between the two countries is in the inode of classing criminal Part I. 
lunatics whose sentences have expired. Under the 2oth Order of the Lord Lieutenant in 

Council, of the 18th August, 1S70, such lunatics, when transmitted from Dundrum 

Central Asylum to a District asylum, are no longer included amongst the criminal ^ • 

lunatics in the District asylum to which they are sent. This practice corresponds Oonfint-mentand 
exactly with that introduced in England and Wales by Statute 30 Yic., c. 12 ; but the l arge. 

English Act has a more extended operation than the Irish Order, and under it all the Criminal and 
lunatics sent to District asylums direct from gaols whose sentences had expired, would be 
treated in the same way as those sent from Dundrum, and omitted fi'om the number of 
criminal lunatics 

It would appear that an amendment in the law as to lunatics in Ireland is required, to 
enable all lunatics whose sentences have expired to be dealt with in the same way as those 
sent from Dundrum to a District asylum are dealt with under the 25th Order of the Lord 
Lieutenant in CounoU above referred to, and in the same way as all criminal lunatics 
whose sentences have expired are dealt with in England under Statute 30 Vic., c. 12. 

Excluding entirely those committed by Justices as dangerous in Ireland, and 
including those committed by Justices in England as insane (not distinguished for the 
current year but appearing in the total number to be 9 per cent.), it appears that the 
number of criminal lunatics committed in England and Wales in 1871-72, was 37 per 
cent, less than the number of the same class in Ireland. 




The following table shows for Ireland the period, whether in asylum or gaol, during Period of confine 
which criminal and dangerous lunatics in asylums at the close of 1873 have been held 
in detention, with the corresponding statistics for criminal lunatics under detention in 
the com'se of year in England and Wales in 1872 for comparison : — 




The above table has been given for comparison with the corresponding table in 
the English volume for 1872, from which the per-centages are taken. The marked 
differences in the comparison are what might be expected from the difference in the 
administration above explained. 

H 
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Part I. Next to Criminal Lunatics, Convicts come in importance. 

Criminal ' There are 4 Convict Prisons in Ireland, 3 for men and 1 for •women. Returns for 

1873 have been received from the Director, of ■which summaries are given below. The 

CiupierIII. numbers detained and disposed of in 1873 are given in the following table, -with 

for oomprason 




These figures show an increase of 20 in the number of convicts received during 1873 
{from 230 in 1872 to 250 in 1873)- This latter number, however, is less than half the 
number received in 1863, ten years previously, when the number was 540. Tlie 
number discharged and otherwise removed was 267 in 1873, as compared with 282 in 
1872. 

The numbers discharged on ticket-of-leave in 1873 were 190, against 195 in 1872. Of 
the women discharged on ticket-of-leave, two-thirds — 37 out of 56 — went into the Refuges 
at Golden Bridge for Roman Catholics and at Harcourtrioad foi- Protestants, which 
are both supported by voluntary contributions. The number of persons remaining in 
custody at the close of the year was 1,126, of whom 837 were men and 289 were women, 
as against 1,143 at the close of 1872, and the daily average number of prisoners was 
1,129, or 43 less than in 1872, There were only 14 deaths during the year. 

The following figures show the number of cases in which punishment was found 
necessary, and the nature of the punishment, with the corresponding statistics for 1872 
for comparison : — 





&s;s. 


ttid'euu. 


fsTs!' 


ToUd, 

1872. 




Derrease, 

1878. 


Total, .... 


1,261 


264 


1 

1,525 


1,732 


1 


207 




1,035 


1 194 


1,229 


1,369 


_ 


140 




189 


! 70 








53 


Solitary or Dark Cells, . 


29 








- 


15 


Whipping, . . . 












■ 



There is a decrease in the number- of punishments to the extent of 207, against an 
increase of 297 in 1872. The punishments appear mainly to be stoppage of diet, the 
cases of solitary or dark cells being only 29 and of whipping only 8. 
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With regai-d to the sanitary condition of the Convict Prisons the following return 
has heen made : — 









Tolol, 

1873. 


Total. 

1872. 






Total 


15,30.5 


[ 2,493 


17,698 


21,094 


_ 


4,296 


Slight Indisposition, 

Infirmary Cases, .... 
Insamity 


^"*'319 


3,353 

137 

3 ; 


17,239 

456 

3 


21,416 
508 
10 . 


; 


4,177 

113 

7 


■.Treatest number of Infirmary Oases at 


89 


34 


113 


59 


54 


- 



This table indicates a considerable decrease in 1 8 ?3 in the cases ot slight indisposition 
in Convict Prisons. 



Pam I. 
Crimiual 
Statistics. 

Chapmu'III. 
CnminaU, ic.-, in 
Confinement and 

Convict Prisons. 



The English return as to Convict Prisons includes convicts received from Scotland 
and from Gibraltar. I have been favoured, by the Superintendent of the English 
Judicial Statistics, with a return showing that the number received from Scotland was 

318, and from Gibraltar 114; deducting tills from the total number received in 1872—73 

1,939— we get 1,607 convicts properly belonging to England and Wales. This gives 
376 in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland, 
whilst the corresponding number in Ireland is only 250. The number of revocations of 
licences included in the English number, 376, was 23, wliilst the number of revocations 
in Ireland was 39. 

It thus appears that the number of convicts, or of the most serious class of 
criminals, is much lai-ger in England and Wales in proportion to the population than 
in Ireland.. The proportional number of revocations of licences, is however, somewhat 



Eetunis have been received from all the BrideweUs in Ireland for the year 1873, BriJcvclu. 
with respect to the prisoners detained. The following table gives the summary of 
them : — 



NUUUER ASS Disre^i. or Paisossns co.NTisKn 


I 1873. 




stid (tItIi. 


Total. 


Total number detained in course of year, 


5,296 


1,563 


6,859 










of year, .... 








Received otherwise tlian bv direct commitments 








Direct commitments by Magistrates, . , 


4,600 


1,278 


5,878 


Disposal of those directly committed ; 








Discharged on completion of sentence. 


1,215 


349 


1,564 


„ on bail, 


605 


94 


699 


„ on payment of fine, . 


363 






„ as not guilty, 


562 






„ in other wavs, 








lleraovol to liaols, Bridewells, Asylums, Refoima- 











1,577 


557 


2,104 


Remaining in Bridewells at end of year, . 


"1 “1 


51 



To compare the result of this table Avith the statistics of 1872, the most importaut 
figure is the direct commitments by ilagistrates, which were 5,878 in 1873, as 
compared with 6,631 in 1872, showing a falling off of 753 in commitments. 

Next to Bridewells come Reformatory Schools, for children under 16 years of age. 

In 1873 there were 10 Reformatory Schools in operation in Ireland, 5 for boys and 5 
for girls. Of the 5 Reformatories for boys, 2 are for Protestants and 3 for Roman 
Catholics, and of the 5 for girls, 1 is for Protestants and 4 are for Roman Catholics, 

H 2 



Reformatory 

Scliools. 
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Part I. The following summary shows the number under detention and the number discharged 

Cmhina:. during 1873, with corresponding figures for 1872 for comparison : 

Statistics. ” 



ClIATTEB III. 

Criminals, <5c., Number sun Disposai, os Cmi.oaEN m 

Confinimenl and BBSoausTOKiEs is Irelarp. 


1873. 


1872. 

T«al. 


iDcrrsse 

1673. 


Deerssse 

1873. 


liuys. 


Giili, 


Tol4il Boys 
sod Girls. 


dotained in course of year, - 

finem'enV” Number in Reformatories at commence- 
ment of year 

Committed during tlie year. 

Ro-adrailted from licence, . 

Tolal disposed of during year, . 

Discharged on completion of sentence, . 

Placed out on licence 

Disclinrged by order of Cliief Secretary, 

Died 

Absconded and not retaken, 

Remaining in Reformatories at end of year, 


1,103 


255 


1,357 


1,284 


73 


- 


838 

250 

14 


211 

44 


1,049 

394 

14 


970 

304 

10 


79 

4 


10 


219 


49 


368 


335 


33 




78 

101 

32 

3 


45 

1 

1 


123 

102 

33 

6 

4 


no 

76 

25 

15 

9 


13 

26 


9 


883 


206 


1,089 


1,049 


40 





From tliis table it appears that in 1873 the number of direct committals, 294, was 
10 less than in the preceding year. The number re-admitted from licence, 14, showed 
an increase of 4, and the entire number of those admitted, 308, exceeded those 
disposed of by 40, so as to raise the number remaining at the end of the year to 1,089. 

Of the total, 294, committed to Reformatories in 1873, 250 were boys and 44 gir s. 
This large excess of boys, as contrasted with the large excess of girls noticed in 
Industrial Schools, arises from boys being allowed greater liberty than gh-.s, and so 
being more exposed to temptotion. Of the 294 children, 265 were Roman Catliolics and 
29 Protestants 

Degree of The position of the children committed in 1873 to reformatories in Ireland, as regards 

orpbanage. orphanage, is sho%vn in the following table 

Boy!. Gi'Is- noys. Girls. 

250 44 100- 100- 

"22 T 9 5 

81 17 33 3S 

UT 25 59 57 



Total conimitled, 

Total orplianB, 
One parent dead, 
Otliera, 



Of the boys 59 per cent, are not oi-phans, and 41 per cent, have either one 
parent dead or both. The degree of orphanage amongst the girls is somewhat greater, 
amounting to 43 per cent. In the third class of the above summary, there are many 
whose parents are in prison, or who are otherwise uncontrolled by parents. 



The degree of instruction of children committed to Reformatory Schools is shown in 
the following summary : — 



Total committed. 



Ncitliei- read nor write, 

Bead or read and write imperfectly, 
Read ami write well, 

Superior instruction. 



139 

105 

U 



Girls. itoys. Girls. 

44 100- 100- 

22 53 50 

20 42 45 



IVant of education. 



The want of education is pointedly shown in this summary. Of the girls committed 
to reformatories, 50 per cent., or one-half, were wholly uneducated; only 5 per cent, 
had received superior education, while the remainder, 45 per cent., had received a small 
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amount of education. Amongst the boys the proportion that could read and write 
well was 5 per cent. ; but no less than 52 per cent, of the boys were wholly unedu- 
cated, and only 1 per cent, had received superior education. 

The number committed after conviction on indictment before Judges of the Supe- 
rior Courts, the Chairmen of Quarter Sessions, and Recorders, was 68 (58 boys and 
10 girls), or 23 per cent, of the entire number; and 226 (192 boys and 34 girls), 
or 77 per cent., were committed on summary convictions at the Dublin Police 
Courts and before Justices at Petty Sessions. 



P,iaT I. 
Cbiu:nal 
S iATianca. 



CnAPTEtt III. 
Criminals, ibc., in- 
OonSnemmt and 

Schools. 



In the following table the v 
with England and Wales : — 



irking of the Reformatory system in Ireland is compared The Kefonnatovy 

systems of Ii'slaud 





Irblaxd, 


^opillatiou ot 
Irii^InQtl anti 

1872 

to Uiat of 


Actual UiffuceDce. 


Difforcnc® per cent. 


})oitiouutu 


Englisli pro- 
nuiater lusa 




atu uumUer 
nuinlier. 


Total under detention iu course of year, . 
Total under detention at commence- 
Total received in course of year. 

Total disposed of in course of yc;ir, 

Total remaining under detention at end 
of year, 


1,357 


1,457 


SO 


“ 


5 


i..„. 


1,049 

308 


1,080 

367 


-31 

49 




U 


: 


268 


357 


R9 


- 


25 




1,080 


1,080 


- 


D 


- 


1 



and of England 
- andJValcso. 



It appears from this table that, unlike the case of the Industrial Schools, there are 
more children sent to Reformatories in England and Wales, in proportion to popula- 
tion, than in Ireland, the excess of those received in the year being 49. There were, 
however, so many more disposed of, that the number in Irish Reformatories at the end 
of year (1,089) was 9 more than tlie number in a portion of the population of England 
and Wales equal to that of Ireland. , 

The following table shows the number of criminals under 16 years of age committed 
to gaols in Ireland in 1873, compared with those of England and Wales in 1871-72 ; 
and the number and per-centage of those who were further sent to Reformatory Schools. 
Children who are confined in Reformatories must, by Act of Parliament, be previously 
committed to gaol, and must be under 16 years of age. The proportion of the 
children who were sent to Reformatory Schools to the total number under 16 years 
of age -who were confined in gaols, is the true test of the application of the Refor- 
matory principle in the two countries. 




• iDoludiug tbc children under detention in the Feltliam Industrial School, under Stat. 17 & 18 Vic., c. 169 



ILOCU). 

■f Peltham Industrial Soliool, Middlesex, appears to serve the pmpose of both a gaol and a Eoformatory, and 
the total number of ooiiimitoients to it in 1872 (64) under the Special Act has boon added in this table to both 
the gaol and the Reformatory figures for England. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



58 



\ 



Part I. 
Obihikai> 
Statistics. 

Chaptbr in. 
Oriminala, <6c., in 
Conjinement ami 
at lai-ge. 

Tlie Reformatory 
systeiriii of Ireland 
and of England 
and Wales com- 

Estimate of tlie 
criininal popula- 
tion of Ireland and 
of England and 
Wales. 



Nuinbei's in places 
of conrincmcnt 
for criminals in 
Ireland and in 
England and 
Wmes coni]Kvrcd. 



It thus appears that of the entire number of juveniles under 16 years of a^e committed 
to gaol in Ireland, 21 per cent, were further sent to Reformatories; whereas, of the 
entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed to gaol in England, only 
16 per cent, were sent to Reformatories. Therefore, the excess of children in English 
Reformatories over those in Irish Reformatories results, not from a more^ thorough 
application of the Reformatory principle, but from an excess of youthful criminals. 

' There is, however, still ample scope for the extension of the Reformatory principle even., 
in Ireland, as in the year 1873 less than one-fourth of the offenders who were sent to 
gaols under 16 years of age, were sent on to Reformatories. 

In concluding this chapter respecting criminals under confinement, an estimate ot 
the criminal population in the two countries has been attempted. The number o 
criminals under confinement in the several places of punishment on a given day is 
perfectly definite, and readily obtained in the statistics already given. It only remans 
to summarize the figures for each class of places of confinement in a short table. But 
with regard to the criminals at large, the numbers are not so easily obtained. In 
botli countries the Police have made returns of all the persons in each Police district 
known or suspected to be of the criminal classes in the niontli of Api-il. But as these 
figures are founded largely upon mere opinion or hearsay, and relate to matters so 
obviously connected with the vigilance and numbers of the Police, they do not form a 
perfect basis of comparison between any two countries. From the peculiar circum- 
stance of the Police in Ireland being entirely under central control, and from their 
greater number, as already pointed out, a comparison with England and Wales, on 
the basis of these Police returns, must be considered as disadvantageous to Ireland, 
and as affording an approximation only to the true facts of the case. ^ 

In the following table the number of persons under detention for criminal reasons 
in all Ireland, on 31st December, 1873, with the number per cent, in each class, is 
compared with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales on 30tli September, 



1872 * 





ICELASU. 


In a portion oftha 
Population of Kn|land 


Pur-canUje to Total. 


Places or Cosfiseuest. 


Total of both 


to tliat of Ireland. 










Total of both Sexes. 


lreian. 1 . 


Vales. 


Total ill all places of confinement, 


10,467 


9,023 


100- 


100- 


In places of prevention or reform, . 


0,449 


2,565 


52 


29 


Industrial Schools, 

Reformatory Schools, ... - 


4,360 

1,089 


1,485 

+1,080 


42 

10 


i 17 

12 


In places of punishment, . • • ' • 


3,806 


6,300 


36 


69 




4,048 


25 


44 


Convict Prisons, . . • • • 


1,126 


2,252 


11 


25 


Id places of refugo or protection, 


1,212 


158 


12 


2 


Lunatic Asylums (as ormiinals), . 


§1,212 


158 


12 


2 



It appeai-s that in Ireland a larger number of persons is held in confinement under 
the law than in a corresponding portion of England and Wales. But in Ireland the 
majority are confined as children, to prevent them from falling into crime, because 
they are unprotected; while the great majority in England and Wales are held in 



* 1q thd CRSO of Convict Prisond on Slat Maicb, 1878.^ t i . • i c i i 

t Including number at end of year under Special Act in Fdtbniu Industrial Scbool. 

i Including 51 in Bridewells and 15 in Four Courts Mavsualscii. , - i j. <■ cat RoI.i 

I This is only tbe number held under the Lord Lieutenant's warrant, and does not include -,ho7 held under 
Jusliees’ orders, having been committed as dangerous. 
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coiifinemont for oyert oofc, of ovime. In Iroknd 52 per cent, of these tvete cm, fined 
in Reformatories and Industrial Schools, against 29 per cent, in England and Wales 
Of the total number there ^vere only 3G per cent, of these classes confined in Ireland 
in Gaols and Convict Prisons, against no less than 69 per cent, in England and Wales. 

The Police returns of criminal classes at large have been obtained under the three 
heads of-knoivn thieves, receivers of stolen goods, and suspected pennons; and the . 

ages follow the Industrial and Reformatory School period, viz., the number under 16 ' " ^ ^ ' 

yeai-s and tlie number above 16 years. In Ireland, in former years, down to September ^ 

1870, these returns were made for the month of September. They are in the present 
volume made for the month of April, 1S73, in accordance with a con-esponding change 
in tlie English statistics, with the exception of the Dublin Metropolitan Police District 
where the figures are for 1872, the circular for the statistics for 1873, through aii 
oversight m my office, not having been sent out in time. 



c/f7 



Chapter III. 

'l iminah. -ic., in 
Gonihunient and 



.. Ireliind 
— ... England 
id Wales com- 



In compiling rotnrm for the present volume, the Police were directed, as in Eugknd, 
to follow the rule that peieons known to have been living honestly for one year at least 
subsequently to their discharge after any eouviotion, should not be returned in the class 
of known thieves and depredators. 



In the following table the number ofcriminal classes at lai-ge in Ireland in April 1873 

is contrasted with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in April, 18f2 





laeuASD, 1373, 


Encltsdaku 
Wales, 1872. 


Pcr.centa 





^len and 
Boyi. 


Women and 


'*°Sescj!”''' 


Kumbor in a 
portion ol 
Oic ropulalion 
equal lo cliat 
of Iroland. 




En^knd and 


Total of all ages, .... 


3,647 


2.235 


. 5,883 


10,901 


100- 


100- 


Total under 16 years ol age, 


434 


164 


598 


1,398 


10-2 


I’-S 


Total 16 years ami above, 


3,213 


2,071 


5,284 


9,503 


89-8 


87-2 


Suspected persons, 


3,4S9 


1,254 


3,743. 


5,950 


636 


54-7 


ITnder 16 years of age, . 


2^ 


105 


303 


729 


G-1 


6^ 


16 yeais and above, 


2.231 


1,149 


3,380 


5,221 


57-6 


47-9 


Known thieves and depredators, 


96a 


800 


1,7 65 


4,524 


30-1 


41-4 


Under 16 years of age, . . 


169 


46 


215 


667 


3-7 


61 


16 years and above, 


796 


754 


1,550 


3,857 


26-4 


35-3 


Eecoivera of stolen goods, . 


193 


ISl 


374 


427 


6-3 


3-9 


Under 16 years of age, . 


7 


13 


20 


2 


0-3 




36 years and above, 


186 


168 


354 


425 


6-0 


3-9 



From tliis table it appeai-s that, notwithstanding the gi-eater vigilance of the Police 
in Ireland than in England, the returns of the Police as to criminal persons at laro-e aa-e 
much more favourable to the former country , than the latter. In Ireland the’ total 
number is a little above half the total in a con-esponding portion of the population of 
England and Wales ; the proportion of youthful criminals is smaller; the proportion of 
known thieves and depredators is smaller ; while the proportion of receivers of stolen 
goods to the total number of the criminal classes, is larger than in the Englisii returns, 
and, as might be expected from the -vigilance of the Police, the proportion of suspected 
persons is also larger, though in both cases the actual number is smaller than the 
number in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

In the following table the total number of criminals on a given day, both in confine- 
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I'AM i: 
ClSIUINAI. 

Statistics. 
Chapieb III. 
Criminals, <S:C; in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

CrimiDal popula- 
tion (wlictlier at 
large or in con- 
finement) on a 

Ireland and In 
England and 
Wales conjpai'cd. 



meat at large, at compiled from Police retura, aad retaras from gaols, io., in 
Ireland and in England and Wales, is compared with the total population : 



^ ^ j 


1 ConCInemcDt. 


Kurab.c 

Large. 


“porwiir 




In every 

10,000 of 

Populotion- 


Ireland ^ 

England and Wales, . 


10,467 

38,802 


5,882 

45,877 


16,349 

85,679 


5,337,261* 
22,996, 721f 


1 30-6 



It appears, according to this estimate, that in every 10,000 of the P0P"“»» »f 
England and Wales, 37 persons belong to the crimmal chases ; while in every 10,000 
of the popnlation of Ireland the proportion is only 31. And m this estimate, it 
mast bo remembered, as already noticed, that the criminal lunatics (other than those 
sent from Dundrum Central Asylum) whose sentences have oipirod, have been 
inclnded in the Irish Sgnres and not in the English and that “ >" 

favonr of Ireland has boon made for the vngd.nce of the Police m the matter of 
suspected persons at large; otherwise the Irish number, as compai-ed with the 
Etiglisli, would be still more favourable. 



Chapteb IV. 
CoH of Repressing 

Coat in Ireland 
and in England 
and Walca 

coui pared. 



CHAPTEB lY.-COST OF THE BEPEESSION OF CRIME. 

The retnrns in this volume show the cost of repression of crime, to compare with 
the cost os shown in the English Criminal Statistics, under the heads of Police, Persons 



in Confinement, and Criminal Prosecutions. 











In Englam 






B^^hQd 


CWIIB, 


lo IieinQU IQ lOlU. 


in 107'3 eguel to that 




"'^"'‘“irei’and 




En^od 


less thim 






of IrelanO. 








Walca. 






£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£ 


s. d. 




Percent. 


Total cost, other than 
as to lunatics, 


1,354,427 0 0 


891,023 0 0 


- 


463,404 


0 0 




34 


Police, . . 


986,487 0 0 


570.346 0 0 


- 


416,141 


0 0 


- 


42 


ment otlier than 
lunatics, . 
Prosecutions, 


286,755 0 0 

81,185 0 0 


270.869 0 0 
49,808 0 0 


: 


15,886 

31,377 


0 0 
0 0 




5 

39 



In this table the cost of criminal and dangerous -lunatics iu Ireland and of criminal 
lunatics in England and Wales has not been included, on account of the great difference 
in the law on the subject in the two countries, referred to in Chapter III; the exact 
difference in the cost is stated in a subsequent part of this chapter. 

It appears from this table that the sum expended in repressing crime in England 
and Wales is proportionately less than the corresponding expenditure in Ireland by 
£46.3,404 in amount, or 34 per cent. 

In a proportionate population in England and Wales the Police cost £570,346, being 

£416,141, or 42 per cent., less than in Ireland. 

There was £31,377, or 39 per cent., less expended on prosecutions in a propor- 
tionate part of England and Wales than in Ireland. 

Pei-sons in confinement, other than lunatics, in England and Wales costless— the 
Irish figure being £15,886, or 5 per cent., more. 

• Middle of 1873. tApri'. 1872, 
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The following Bnmon .7 shows the Police Force in Ireland in 1873, compared with 
the number in 1872 at the periods of the ven.v . 



Royal Irish ConslaXndvry. 
Superior Officers, . . . . 

Head-Copstabtcs, Constables, dec., . 



Dublin Melropoliian Police. 
Superior Officers, .... 
Sergeants anti Constables, , 

Total, 

Grand Total, 



Ut75, 


187a 


^”87?°’ 




292 


290 


2 




11.5G4 


11,558 


6 


- 


11,836 


1 11,848 


8 


1 - 


SS 


35 


3 




1,063 1 


985 


78 


- 


1,101 


1,020 


81 


- 


12,957 1 


12,868 


89 


- 



CsmiHAL 

STAiisrrog. 
CnAPIBB IV. 
Cost ofR^ressiny 



A oohmn m the table (p. 109) shows the proportion which the number of eSective p„ c , 
force of Oonsfobulary bears to the population in the vaiions counties, and in towns with foTcl. pil.- 
a separate Pohcc force, m Ireland. In the following counties the proportion of Police 
to population is the smallest, as -will be seen from the table : 



Armacli, 

Tyrone, 

Antrim, 



8 in every 10,000 of tlio population. 



In the loHowing counties in Ireland the proportion of Police is the largest 
Tigw,,, B.rtt Kdl,,g, . . 43 is .nr, 10,000 cl lb. p„,.l..|„, 

Westmeatli, • ... 37 ” ” 

Tipperary, South Elding, . . 37 ” ” 

King's County ” 

The proportion of Police^exeluding Connty Inspectors and Subjnspectors— to the p.b.. 

Census popfoatmn ol Ireland in 1871 was 25 in every 10,000 of the people, while iu 
Ei^land and Wales— excluding Superior Officers— in 1872 it was only 12.* 
n f Constabulary has been increased by 8 men ■ the 

Dublin Meta-opohtan Pohoe moreased by 81 men, making a total increase of 89 as 
contrasted with a reduction in 1872 of 1,020 men. 

In comparing the Police Forces of Ireland with those of England and Wales, the Eoyal 
Irish Constabulary may be considered as corresponding to the English Police in counties 
botonghs and dockyards, but differs from the English Police Force in being placed 
exclnsivoly under the control of the Central Government, and the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police may be considered as similar to the London Metropolitan Police and the City of 
ilOndon rolice taken together. ’’ 

' In former volumes of the Judicial Statistics fmm 1863 to 1871 the Local Force of o ■ • 

Town Constables and Watchmen, reduced iu 1871 to 124 in number. Officers of Health “"“h'lliir' 
and Ingieotors of Nuisances 138, and Fire Brigade 81, were included. In 1863 there 
was m Belfcmt and Londonderry a largo force of Local Pelioe discharging regnia, Pelieo 
duties, ihese torces have since been abolished by statute. 

The Dublin Fire Brigade duties were discharged in 1863 by the Police but the Fire 
Brigade since by statute came under the Dublin Town Council. 

The^ Ei^lish returns were supposed in 1863 to include the whole Police Force of 
Engl^J, but from tlie Parish Constables Act, 1872, it appears that there are Parish 
Constables in -England nob included in the Enghsh volume. Setting these off against 
the remains of old Local Forces in towns in Ireland, the comparison of Police in the 

■ TLe way the proportion ie stated in the English Statistics is 1 iu 811 on the Census of 1871. 

r 
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t»o coratriei, is more correct if coofined to the Boyai Irish Constobulary end DebhR 
Metropolita PoUce in Ireland, and the London Metinpol.tan Pohce and connty and 

horongh Constabnlary in England and Woles. ri,-i,'eiato 

In Enoland there is a special class of DetectiTe Officers, the mnnber of tyhich m 1811 
was 140°a slight decrease honing hcon made open the number of the prenrons year. In 
the Eoyal Irish Constabulaiy there is no special Force of this kind, the ° 

the different hranches of the Force being selected, when necessary, to act as dettotiTOS , 
but in the Police of the Dublin Metropohtan Police District there is an entire division 
of 44 (42 Sergeants, 1 Inspector, and 1 Superintendent) who are detoctoos. 

The followfng table shows the total cost of the Police Establishments m Ireland m 
1873, as compared with tliat for 1872 : 




Eoyal Irisli Conatabulary, 
Dublin Metropolitan Bolioo, 



Oriiiiinal Lunatics 
in -Lsyluiiis. 



Soe.SSJi 0 0 834,850 
129,632 lO 0 94,849 

This table indicates an increice in the total cost of the Police Force in 1873 of 

£56,782 upon the cost of the preceding year. i in i was 

The total cost of all the criminal classes m coniiiement in I.eland ^ ™ 

£383,176, of this mnonnt no less than £96,731, or more than one-fourth of the whole 
was for criminal limatics. The corresponding figure m a portion of the popnlat on o^ 
England and Wales eqnal to that of Ireland was only £8,868; this 
difference arose from the marked differences in the law as to the power 
respect of pauper Im.atics, and as to the treatment of the lunatics whose sentences have 

expired, pointed out in Chapter III, sil-pj-a. Jn 

The cost per head per annum in Dund.nm Centrd Asy m„ rs £86 Is 3d I. 
Londonderry Count, Asylnu. (the highest of these mst.tut.ons), it s £31 2s Hi The 

lowest cost is in Omagh, £30 12s. 2d, and the average of all the asylums s £25 11s. lOd 

The following figures show the amoniit returned as the costs of orimmal and dangeio 
lunatics in asylums, with the portion chargeable to the general taxes 



Local taxes (County cess) in Ireland, . 
Imperial (axes of United Kingilor- 
Private funds of lunatics, tbeir fr 



friends, or other S' 





The cost of criminal classes, other than Innaties, in confinement in 1 873 , as compared 
with the coiTesponding cost in a portion of tire population of England and Wales m 
1 R79, fifmal to that of Ireland, was as follows 



Total of places of confine- 



Kcforniatories and Iijdue 
trial Schools, . 

Gaols, Bridewells, andPour 
Courts Marsbalsea. 
Convict Prisons, , 





Inaponioit ^ 
nml Wales 
m 187-2 cipial 
to that oC 


In Ire'ond 
lose than in 
Englaud and 
'7at05. 


anMiL 

Inland. 


and loia 
England 
Wales. 


ess than 
Ireland. 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


?er eont. 


Peroenl. 


286,755 


270,869 


- 


15.886 






139,380 


62,244 




87,136 


- 


61 




144,837 


40,409 




28 


- 


42,947 


73,788 




~ 








81st December, 1873. 
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It appears from the preceding table that the cost of persons in confinement in Ireland 
was less than the English proportion under the following heads, to the amount 
and per-centage stated, viz. County and Town OxaoLs, £40,409 or 28 per cent, 
and Convict Prisons £30,841 or 42 per cent.; and was less in England and 
Wales than in Ireland to the amount and per-centage stated as follows Eefovmatoiy * 
and Industrial Schools, £87,136 or 61 per cent. 

The total cost of criminal classes in confinement in Ireland, except lunatics, is more 
than the English proportion by £15,886 or 5 per cent. Ihe excess in Ireland is, 
however, entirely in the Reformatoiy and Industrial Schools, while in England it is 
m Gaols and Convict Prisons, indicating the more serious character of the crime there. 

As to Reformatones, the total costs in Ireland are returned as £31,139— £17,813 Roformatories. 
charged to Imperial Taxes, £8,694 to Local Rates, and £4,631 to other sources. In 
calculating the corresponding figure for England and Wales, it has been necessary, in 
addition to the contribution from the Treasury of £66,936, and contribution from parents 
of £3,125, which are the only items returned in England and Wales, to add a sum of 
£3.5,458, to cover the estimated expenditure from other soiu-ces, based on the returned 
cost of £24 1 7s. Qd. per annum of children in the Middlesex department of the Feltham 
school, to approximate to the true cost and obtain a figure truly comparable with the 
costs returned m the Irish schools. This gives for Irish proportion of population 
£26,865. ^ 

^ In the case of Industrial Schools the total expenditure returned is £108,241— Industrial Schools. 
General Taxes, £52,502; Local Rates, £12,145; other sources, £43,594. In addition 
to the expenditure returned in England and Wales, it has been necessary to add an 
estimate of £5,230 for 5 Industi-ial Schools there, which made no return of tliis item, 
making the total £109,129, or for Irish proportion of population £25,379. 

The next largest item, in the above summary, for Ireland is for County and Town Gaols, Qaois. 
and the following summary shows the expen, ses in detail, the total costs of Gaols and of 
officers and prisoners, and the average charge per prisoner in Ireland in 1873, with the 
corresponding figures for England and Wales in 1872 : — 



'y/j 



C»T AV.K.CB or Pb.o.bbs 


Ireland, IQ73. 


Average Cosc per 
Prisoner, Ireland. 


Average Coet pur 
Prisonei', Enelauil nud 
Wales, 


1. Extraordinary Expenses : — 

Repayment of Money borrowed. Interest, and 


£■ s. li. 


I £ i. d. 


£ «, d. 


New Buildings, Additions, and Alterations, . 
2. Ordinary Annual Charges : — I 


417 0 0 


0 3 2 


8 10 5 


Buildings, Repairs, Furnituro, . . . I 


22,952 0 0 


8 13 11 




3. OfBeers’ Hilaries, Allowances, Pensions, . 


48,964 0 0 


18 10 11 




4. Prisoners' Diet, Clothing, 4o., . . I 


23,628 0 0 


8 19 0 


8 2 9 


Total, . 


95,961 0 0 


36 7 0 


35 11 C 



Coat of Piisoners. 



The total expenditure (£95,961) for 1873 shows an increase of £7,143 upon the amount 
(£88,818) expended in 1872. 

It appears from this summary that the total cost per head of each prisoner in Ireland 
IS £36 7s. Qd., as compai'ed with £35 11s. Qd., the English figure. 

Tlie cost of the Eour Courts Marshalsea, as measured by the sum voted for the year Fouv Courtc 
1873-74, was £2,360. The daily average number of prisoners, owing to the recent 
legislation for the abolition of imprisonment for debt, was only 20, of whom 11 were 
pauper debtors. So tliatthe cost of each prisoner, independent of what those who were 
not paupers contributed to their own support, was £118 a-year. The prison has, 
however, been abohshed by an Act in the present Session. 

12 
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Bridewells. 

Cost of Oonriot 
Prisons. 



Cost of Ci'imiDsl 
Procedare. 



The tolaJ cost of Bridewells for the yesr 1373 is shown by the following snmmnry of 
Returns received from Local Inspectors 

1. Building and Establishment Charges, 

2. Cost of Officers, .• • 

3. Cost of Prisoners, 

Total, . 



1,720 1.S45 

3,738 3,481 

651 047 

6,107 5,973 



This is entirely defrayed from local rates (except £33 from bridewell receipts). 

As to Convict Prisons, the returns show that the total number of persons employed in 
all the prisons on the establishment remains unchanged, viz., 188 men, and 36 women. 

The total expense of the different Convict Prisons, and the annual cost per prisoner, 
is as follows : — , 



The next item of costs of repression of crime is that connected with criminal procedure. 
This is distributed under two heads— Criminal Prosecutions and Coroners’ Inquests 



Cost OF PaocEBijnE (InatAKD).* 


T.t,3lC03«, 


Per cent. | 


Imperial Tsxes. 


Local Taxea. 


Total cost of prosecutions, 

PrusecutioDS at Criminal Courts, . 
Coroners’ Inquests, .... 


£ 

81,185 


100- 


£ 

73,536 


£ 

7,649 


73,536 

7,649 


91 


73,536 


7,649 



The corresponding figures for England and Wales for 1872- are as follows 



Cost op Procbdoue (Exosanu, &c.)t j 


Total Coals. 


'-•‘■I 


Imp 


crialTaxoa. 1 


Local Tsaec. 






100- 1 




£ 


£ 


Total cost, ...■■■ 


214,177 






135,642 




Prosecutions at Criminal Courls, . 
Coroners’ Inquests, .... 


135,642 

78,535 


63 

37 


135,642 


78,535 



Coioneis’lDqBcsts, The important position which the ancient Coroners’ tribunal for mquiry and prosecu- 
tion in cases of sudden or suspicious death appears from these figures to occupy in 
England and Wales arises from the system of private prosecutions that prevails there. 
Of the entire expenditure on criminal prosecutions in England and Wales, £135,642, 
only £4,452 was for Government prosecutions (£1,924 in 207 mint cases, for issuing base 
coins and other offences against the currency, and £2,528 for 38 other crmiinal cases 
prosecuted on indictment by the Treasury Solicitor), v'hilst £114,015 was for defraying 
certain parts of the expenses of private prosecutors in 14,615 prosecutions at the 
Assize Courts, Central Criminal Courts, and Quarter Sessions, and £17,175 for 17,370 
proceedings under the Criminal Justice Act and Juvenfie Offenders Act. When the 
prosecution of infanticide and other murders and manslaughter is intrusted to private 
prosecutoi-s, the Coroners’ tribunal is essential to secure that crimes involving the loss 
of human life are not compromised or concealed. 

In Scotland, where the State, through the Lord Advocate (corresponding to the 
Attorney-General in Ireland and England), undertakes prosecutions in general, and where 
the Crown is represented iu each locality by an officer, under the direction of the Lord 
Advocate, charged with the prevention of crime, there are no Coroners’ inquests. All 



• In Ireland, the cost otcrimmal prosecutions for the year ended 3Ut March, 1873, and the cost of Coroners' 

inquests for the year ended 3Ut December, 1573. i. loei t .i . -r 

+ lu Encland the costs of criminal prosecutions are for the year ended 31st December, 1871, and the cost of 
Mint and Treasury prosecutions are added for the year 1872; and the costs of Coroners inquests for the year 

ended 3ist December, 1872. 
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inquiries into sudden or suspicious deaths are made by the local Croum officer (who is 
by profession a solicitor, and is called Procurator-Fiscal), and are made without a jury. 
The Procurator-Fiscal, besides inqrriries into causes of death, discharges the duty which 
in Ireland is divided into two offices — Assize Crown Solicitor, and Sessional Crown 
Solicitor. 

In Ireland, in addition to the ancient English system of prosecuting crime by Judges, 
Magistrates, and Coroners, there is the Scotch system of official prosecutions by Crown 
Solicitors under the Attorney-General. In addition to this the police force in Ireland is 
twice as numerous in proportion to population as in England and Wales, and is under 
central control. There is, besides, a complete staff of Stipendiary Magistrates under 
central control, more specially charged with the detection and punishment of serious 
crime than other Magistrates. 

A recent rule of the law officers, that where a prisoner is arrested and a prosecution 
commenced before Magistrates he will not be produced before a Coroner’s inquest 
without a writ of habeas corpus from the Court of Queen’s Bench, appears founded upon 
the principle that once a prosecution is commenced by a responsible authority the 
object of the Coroners tribunal to check the compromising or concealing of erhnes has 
come to an end. This circumstance is essential to notice and bear- in mind as an 
important modifying circumstance in comparing the verdicts of Coroners’ inquests in 
Ireland before and after this rule has been acted upon, and in comparing the verdicts of 
Coroners’ inqueste in Ireland since the rule, and in England and Wales, where, though 
the law as to Coroners’ inquests is the same, the system of prosecutions is so different. 

It is also important to hear in mind, as accounting for a part of the cost of criminal 
prosecutions in Ireland in excess of the proportion corresponding to that of England and 
Wales, that the combination of the English, Scotch, and Irish modes of procedure for 
prosecuting crime in Ireland leads in many important cases to a duplicate course of 
procedure as before Coroners and Magistrates in the same case, which is necessarily 
attended with immediate expense, and which, leading to unnecessaiy complication, is 
sometimes attended with a still larger amount of ultimate expense without any corre- 
sponding advantage in securing a more certain administration of justice. 

The new form of return as to costs of criminal prosecutions settled in 1872 has been 
continued, it brings the information up to 3Ist March, 1873. As a large part of prose- 
cutions of the crimes of the preceding year take place at the January Sessions and 
March Assizes, the expenses for the year ended 31st Maa-ch more nearly represent the 
cost of the crime of the calendar- year under considei-ation than was possible -with the 
date in previous returas of expenses, which were for the year ended 1st of October. 



CEiMla^i. Courts. 


[ CMlsofCrimiualPrusecaticn.. 




Decressc, 

1872-73. 


1 1872-73. 


I ID7I-72. 


Total of ail Ireland 

Assizes and Commission Courts, , 
Quarter Sessions, .... 

Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police 

Courts, 

Expenses not classed. 


£ s. d. 

73,530 0 0 


1 £ s, d, 

64,935 0 0 


1 £ s. d. 

8,601 0 0 


£ s. d. 


51,811 0 0 
16,979 0 0 

748 0 0 
3,998 0 0 


' 44,051 0 0 
16,383 0 0 

823 0 0 
3,678 0 0 


7,760 0 0 
596 0 0 

320 0 0 


75 0 0 



This table shows an increase in the cost of criminal prosecutions in Ireland in 1872-73 
above 1871-72, of £8,601, raising the amount to £73,536, but as the sum in 1871-72 
was £10,309 less than in 1370-71, the increased amount in 1872-73 is less than the 
amount in 1870-71 by £1,708. 
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PART II. — JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 



COMMON LAW, 
EQUITY, 

AND CIVIL LAW. 



J'amII, 

Judicial 

Statistics. 



The eeneral armngement of tHa Part Mowb the correeponding portion of the Enghsh 
Report, treating first of the Snpotior Courts of Common Law and the Superior Courts 
ot Equity, inoluding the Landed Estates Court and the Court of Prob^, oonneoted 
with them as being under the Chancery Appeal Court. Then follow the High Court of 
Admiralty and the Court ot Bankruptcy and the Supremo Courts ot Appeal. In this 

volume, as in other recent volumes, the local Courts are placed last. 

The arrangement of the tables in this port ot the volume does not materially differ 
from that of the preceding year. 



Gouru cj The proceedings in Banco in the Superior Couids of Common Law in Ireland m 
Commim Law. ^ ^ compared with those in the preceding year, are shown m the following table : 




The above summary shows a decrease in 1873 of 19 on the proceedings (1,100) 
betdre the full Courts in the preceding year, following a decrease of 53 in 1872. 

BilU of Sale, Besides the business common to the three Superior Courts of Common Law at the 

acknowleagmenu branches of distinct business. Thus, the Court of 

\fomen, and Queen’s Bench has the registration of bills of sale, under the Bills of Sale Act (17 &, 18 

E^vem.e.io.. Yic.,c. 36); the Court of Common Pleas has the acknowledgments of deeds by married 
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^men, under fclie Insh Act for the abolition of Fines and Recoveries (Stat. 4 & 5 
Wm, IV., c. 92) ; and tlie Court of Exchequer has its ancient jurisdiction in Revenue 
cases, from which it derives its name. 



P.4BT II. 

JOBIOJAL 

SrATISTICS. 




The business in these matters, as compared with the preceding year, is as follows : 




Supaior Courts of 
Common Late. 



It appears there has been a decrease of 27 in the number of bills of sale registered, 
an increase of 6 in the acknowledgments of married women, and a large increase of 26 
in the number of Revenue cases, whilst there has been a decrease of 9 in the Legacy 
and Saccesaion Duty oaaea. 



Ide Court of Queens Bench in Ireland hae, at the Crown side, a generiil jurisdiction Gsartof Queen's 
corresponding to the jurisdiction of the Court of Queen's Bench in England. It has also 

a jurisdiction peculiar- to itself, of dating the presentments made by the Grand Jury of the 

county of Dublin for the oipenditure of the local tai called Grand Jury cess, in the 
repaim of roads, expenses of prisons and asylums, and other lonal purposes, atrd of fialino- 
the presentments of the Town Council of the city of Dublin, so far as it eieroisos tire 
powers formerly rrested in the Grand Jury of the city of DubKn in respect of Grand Jury 

0638. 

In connortion with these fiscal powers, the Court has jurisdiction oyer the trayerses 
of presentments of the Grand J ury or Town Council, which ore clriedy for new roads atrd 
claims for malicious injuries to property, and six days of a second Court wore occupied 
rn thrs bnsmess. Claims for malicious injury in the city of Dublin amounted to « 28,435, 
and of these only £320 was granted, £28,102 disallowed, and £13 withdrawn. 

The Court has also a jurisdiction, peculiar to Ireland, in the case of railway traverses 
under the Eailryays (Ireland) Act, 1851 (14 4 16 Vic., c. fO) ; there were six traverses 
in 1873, and four days of a second Court occupied. 

The ordinary business at the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench in 1873 
as compared with that in the preceding year, is set out in the following summary. The 
figures show on the whole a decrease in the business during the year. 







1073. 


ZacKsss, 


17cci'ewe, 


Writs of Mandamus, application for, 
Writs of Habeas Corpus, application for 




6 






Certiorari, Rules Nisi, . . . • . 

Information, Rules Nisi, .... 
Other Special Rules absolute, 


D 

1 

115 


15 

128 


1 


6 

13 
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Pabt II. Tlie fiscal business of the Court in 1873 and 1872 was as follows : — 



, JCDIOUL 

\ STATISTtOS. Business. 


1873. 


1072. 






Court of Queen s 

/o \ Fiscal Pieaentments ; 


738 


643 


96 






£103,109 






- 


Queen’s Bench. ” 









Dissimilarity of 
tlie practice and 
procedure of 
Superior Courts of 
Common Law in 
Ireland and in 
England. 



Writ a: 
Office. 



id Seal 



Tliis tiible shows an increase of 9 5 in the number of presentments, following a decrease 
of 76 in the preceding year, and an increase of ,£9,083 in the amount Bated, following a 
decrease of £1,110 iu the preceding year. 

With regard to the claims for malicious injuries, it appears from the table, that there 
were 7 petitions presented from the city of Dublin to the Court in_1873, for a total sum 
of £28,440. Of these 6 were submitted to the Town Council ; 4 were allowed, 
amounting to £320 ; 2 disaUowed, amounting to £28,102. None were made during the 
year from the county. 

The English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners in theii- First Eeport, 1863, 
reported that the powers which the Judges of the Court of Queens Bench in England 
have, under Statute 6 & 7 Viet,, c, 20, s. 11, (1844,) of framing rules, did not exist in 
Ireland; and recommended that the Court of Queens Bench in Ireland should be 
provided with the like powers of framing rules to those of the Court in England; and 
these powers have been conferred by the Act of 1872, introduced by Mr, Heron. 

The same Commissioners unanimously recommended that the system of practice and 
procedme of the Courts of Common Law of England and Ireland should, as far as 
practicable, be assimilated. 

The great reform, recommended by the Judicature Commission, of combining all the 
English Superior Courts into one Supreme Court of Justice, with combined equitable 
and legal jurisdiction, has been effected by the Judicature Act, 1873. It was proposed 
to be extended to Ireland by the Court of Justice Ireland Bill of 1874. The period of 
the English Act coming into operation has been postponed from November, 1874, till 
1st November, 1875, so it is still possible for the principles in this great measure of law 
reform to come into operation in both countries at the same time. 

The issue of writs for the three Superior Courts of Common Law from a Consolidated 
Writ and Seal Office was established in 1850 by the Process and Practice Act, (Stat. 
13 & 14 Vic.,c. 18,) and the writs of summons and plaint (English writ and decla- 
ration consolidated) are issued in rotation, twenty-five for each of the three Courts, 
under the provisions of the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 1853, s. 15. 

The number of proceedings in the Writ and Seal Office, other than writs of execution, 
in 1873, os compared with 1872, was as follows : — 





1873. 


1872. 


IncaMS, 
















6,563 










6,681 


6,679 


1,002 




B.-coliefluev, .... 


6,676 


5,729 


947 
















70 


59 






„ of Replevin, .... 


21 








Inquiries, Suggestdous. &C., . 






145 




Records, ..... 




738 






Total, 


22,171 


18,338 


3,833 





The above figures show that in 1873 the number of proceedings other than writs of 
execution were 22,171, or 3,833 more than in 1872. Summonses and plaints, being, 
as above explained, the first step in an action, indicate the number of civil suits instituted 
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duiiEg the year ; and the increase in the different classes of summons and plaint, 
according to amount, is shown in the following table. The largest number of writs 
■was for sums not exceeding £20 — 6,424, and the increase in writs over £20 and not over 
£40 was the largest increase (1,075), raising the number in 1873 to 5,374. There was ‘ 
an increase of 666 in sums not over £20, and 768 in sums over £40 and not over £100. 



The whole number of writs for 



sums over £100 was 3,151, and the increase 232 : 



Writs or Somaioxs and Plai.vt. 




1872. 




Dacranse 


For sums not over £20, .... 

Over £20 and not over £40, ! 

Over £40 and not ove»' £100 
Over £100, 

Writs in whioh no sums specified, ! ! 


6,424 

5,374 

4,562 

3,151 

410 


5,758 

4,299 

3,794 

2,919 

366 


666 

1,075 

768 

232 

44 




number of writs of execution issued was as follows : 




Writs or Execution, 


!873, 


1072. 




Dacnasa, 

1873. 


Writs of Capiss ad satisf^ujiendum, 

„ of Fieri facias, 

„ on Fiats, 

„ of Habero, ..... 

of Sequestration, &o., 

Total, 


522 

4,386 

668 

136 


1,370 

3,016 

100 

374 

23 


1,370 

294 

113 


848 

100 


5,712 


4,883 


829 


- 



Part II. 

JODIOIAI. 

Statistics. 



This table shows a total cessation of writs on fiats, and a very large dea'ease of 848 
in writs of capias, reducing the number to 522 ; on the other hand there were large 
increases 113 in writs of sequestration, and 294 in writs of habere, or those for taking 
possession of land, raising the number to 668. There was an increase of 1,370 in 
•wi-its of fieri facias, following increases of 234 and 189 in the same writs in 1871 and 
1872, raising the number in 1873 to 4,386. 

The number of Attorneys’ licences sealed and entered were ; — , 



Decrease in 1878, . 



These figures show a decrease of 30 in 1873 following a decrease of 16 for the year 
1872. 



The proceedings in the Masters’ Offices of the Superior Courts of Common Law in Proceedings 
Ireland in 1873, as compared with the preceding year, are sliown in the following 
summary : — 




The above table shows the large increase of 2,642 in the number of writs of summons 
and plaint filed in 1873 as compared with the number in 1872 ; a decrease of 7 in the 
number of ejectments on the title, following an increase of 14 in the preceding year; 
and an increase of 47 in the number of ejectments for rent, following a decrease of 9 in 
the preceding year. There was an increase in case judgments of 1,000, and in cognovit 

K 
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S^ptrioT Courit of 
Common Law. 

Amount lecovered. 



AlfiiUvits. 



judgments an increase of 54. In the amount recovered on both kinds of judgments 
there was a decrease of £26,453, following an inei-ease of £14,977 in preceding year. ^ 
The distribution of the sums recovered amongst the different classes of judgments is 




follows 



Total Amount reecTered by Judgments on Postea, . • 

, w t’J Judgment by Default, on Con- 

” sent, and other Case Judgments, 

„ of Principal I'ocovered by Cognovit Judgments, 

Total, 



S5' 


Common 


Kxebequer, 


& 

9,393 

65,702 

94,319 


£ 

30,828 

62,908 

26,535 


£ 

10,519 

67,831 

202,413 


169,914 


120,271 


280,763 



making up the total in the year 1873, already noticed. 

The number of affidavits filed in the year 1873 compared with 1872 



In 1873, 
In 1872, 



Queen’s Beneb, Comman Plees. 

4,732 4,655 

, 4,577 4,136 



Excbeiucr. ToIaI, 

4 482 13,869 

4,010 12.722 



Increase in 1873, . - 155 520 = 

Decrease in 1873, . — 

It appears from these figures that there has been an increase of 1,147 in the number 
of affidavits filed in 1873 as compared with the number in 1872, and that the increase 



Proceedings, 
returned by 
Clerks of Rules. 



Side-bar Rules. 




took place in all the Courts. /-a -l 

In Iretod there is not, as in England, a fifth Jndge in each Court to sit for Chamher 
business OneofthefourJudges, consegnently, sits for each Court for ex-parte motions 
before the sitting of the Court in Banco. Out of term the puisne Judges sit in rotation 

to hear motions for the three Snperior Courts of Common Law. . , , , 

The following summary shows an increase of 212 in the business before a single Judp 
on the number (2,282) in 1872. In the Rules Office, in 1873, as compared with the 
there has been a slight decrease of 28. • 



preceding year. 



Morning Sittings in Ter 
Ex-parte motions. 

Issues settled on summons. 



Consolidated Chmiber Sittings 
out of Term. 

Ex-parte motions. 

Issues settled on siuninons, 
Motions on notice, 



I Office 
Rules. 



Proceedings 
Clerk c 



grounded, 
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Much of the business now trans?U3ted in the office of the Clerk of the Rules was, before Part II. 
the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 1853, transacted by motions in Court, and is Jupioial 
therefore placed in the above table. iaiistkb. 

There is in Ireland, as in England, an office for the registration of judgments common Supe>ior o<niris,of 
to the three Superior Com-ts of Common Law. In England the office is superintended 
by the Senior Master of the Court of Common Pleas. In Ireland there is a separate Registry of 
officer, called the Registrar of Judgments. JudgmeDts OiHee. 

The number of judgments registered in the Registry of Judgments Office in 1873, 
as compared with the preceding year, was as follows ; — 





18?3. 


1B72. 




DoerMSB, 

11)73. 


Judgments of Superior Courts registered, 


4,805 


4,237 


G68 




„ „ re-registered, 


289 


275 






Revivals, 


215 


37 


178 




Rules and Orders, 


f ® 


6 


- 


1, 


Lis pendens, . 


652 


496 






Judgments from Courts in England and Scotland, .... 


21 


13 


8 




Total 


5,987 


5,063 


924 




Recoguizanoes registered, 


224- 


223 


1 


_ 




53 


230 






Crown Bonds registered, ........ 


27 


36 




0 


„ re-registei'ed, 


52 


30 


22 


- 


Total 


356 


519 


- 


163 


Satisfactions of Judgments, 


387 


396 


_ 


9 


Vacates of Crown Bonds and Vacates ol Recognizances, . 


179 








Cancellations of Crown Bonds, ....... 


12 


35 






Negative Seorolies on £1 Stamps, ....... 


27 


683 




656 


Negative Searches on ISs. 6d. Stamps, ...... 


2,744 


1,598 


1,140 




Total 


3,349 


2,884 


4G5 




Requisitions for liberty to seaich mmle by public, .... 


1,528 

7,187 


1,560 

6,782 


405 


22 







Amovuit of Stamp Duty ^"oss), 



£ s. d. £ g. d. £ g. d. 

5,780 0 0 3,437 0 0 343 0 0 



The figures in the above table show a substantial increase in the business of the 
office in 1873, indicated by an increase in the gross amount of Stamp Duty (£343). 
The most marked figures are the increase of 1,14C in Negative Searches on 16s. 6c7. 
Stamps, from the use of these Searches instead of Seai-ches on £1 Stamps, under the 
reform introduced by the Registrar, Mr. Mark Perrin ; tlie falling-off in the £1 Stamps was 
only 656. There was an increase of 668 in judgments registered, the main business of the 
office. The falling off of 177 in rc-registrationofrecognizancesarises from their requiring 
to be i-e-registered only once in five years, under the change of the law as to Crown 
Bonds and Recognizances introduced by Lord O’Hagan’s Act as to the office of Registrar 
of Judgments (34 & 35 Vic., c. 72). 

On comparing the number of judgmenis registered with the number entered up in 
the three Superior Courts of Common Law, it appears that, whilst 5,427 judgments are 
returned in the proceedings in Masters’ Offices as entered up, no less than 4,905 were 
registered in the Registry of Judgments Office. When the Judgment Mortgage Act was 
passed, it was expected by the framers of that Act that the amount of business in the 
Registry of Judgments Office would be diminished by its operation ; but this expectar- 
tion was founded upon the consideration of judgments only as charges on land, and the 
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provisioQS of the Irish Bankruptcy Act of 1849, continued by the Act of 1857, requiring 
judgments to be registered within twenty-one days after being entered up, to secure 
priority in bankruptcy, were overlooked. 

The English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners, in their Second Report, m 
181)6, state that “they found the Law of Judgments of the Superior Courts of Common 
Law in Ireland, and the practice, process, and procedure therein, to be in a very 
complicated and unsatisfactory state, and to differ in some material respects from 
law of England on that subject.” They trace this difference in the law back to the reign 
of Queen Anne, from the operation of the Penal Act of Stat. 2 Anne, c. 6 (Irish), passed 
in 1703, and the Act for the Registration of Deeds, 6 Anne (Irish), c. 2 (1707). They 
state as the result of their inquiries “ that it appears that while in England the tendency 
of the whole course of legislation down to and inclusive of the Act of 1864 (27 and 28 
Viet., c. 112), lias been to reduce a judgment to a step in the course of procedure for the 
recovery of a debt, in Ireland, on the other hand, tlie legislation down to and inclusive 
of the Record of Title Act, 186;>, has been in the opposite direction, and judgments 
affect land in Ireland prior to and entirely independent of execution. 

They further state that “ as the difference between the laws of the two countries as 
regards judgments, is not one of mere practice and procedure but extends to the Law of 
Bankruptcy, the jurisdiction of the Landed Estates Court, the Registry of Deeds, the 
Law of Debtor and Creditor, and generally to the Law of Property in Land, the 
question of the simplification and amendment of the Law of Judgments in Ireland 
could only be satisfactorily disposed of by a Parliamentary Committee, or by a 
Commission specially constituted for the purpose, with full powers to enter upon all the 
inquiries necessary for its solution.” 

There is in Ireland one Common Law Taxing Office for the three Superior Courts, with 
two Taxing Officers. 



Common Law 
Taxing Office. 



The business of this office in 1873, as compared with the preceding year, was as 
follows ; — 



Number of Bills or Costs cerxifieo. 


1873. 


1872. 


laciessc. 


Decresse, 

1873. 




1,398 


1,382 


16 


- 


Eestistovmc Deeds, .... 




185 






RogUtei'ing and Re-registering of Judg- 


96 


103 


_ 


7 


Assignments of Judgments, . 


i 




■ 


■ 


Total, .... 


1,691 


'1,674 


17 


- 




£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 




62,858 0 0 


60,008 0 0 


2,850 0 0 


- 


Certified Costs — Amount allowed, 


48,092 0 0 









These figures show a slight increase in the number of bills of costs certified, the 
greatest increase being connected with records. The number of bills of costs for 
records shows an increase of 16, and those for registering deeds show an increase of 
8. The amount certified in 1873 was £43,092, against £44,999 in the previous year. 
The increase of £3,093 in 1873 is not, however, equal to the falling-off of £3,126 in 
1872, so that the amount in 1873 is slightly below that in 1871. 

The following summaries as to Nisi Prius business have been compiled from returns 
received from the Town Registrars of the Chief Judges (who correspond to the Associates 
in England), from the Registrar of the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, and from the 
Circuit Registrars of the Common Law Judges, who correspond to the Marshals of 
the Judges in England. 
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The nature of the actions tried at Nisi Prius is shown in the following summary 





i". 


In DUBtis. 


On 

Circuit. 


Queen's 

Bench. 


Common 

Fleas. 


Exche- 


°SS' 


r'f 


On Promissory Notes, Bills of Exoliange, &c,, . 
On Bonds, .... 


53 


1 


3 




13 


14 


19 


For Goods sold and delivered. &o.. 


57 














For Work and Labour done, . 


24 














For money paid, advanced, or lent, 


38 












U 


For money received, 


12 














For compensation for personal iniuiies and com- 
















pensation under Lord Campbell’s Act, 


23 














For compensation for otlier injuries from negli- 
















gence, .... 


30 


2 












Replevins, or actions in respect of disti-ess, 


6 






























Detinue, 


24 










2 


1 3 


For breach of contract, . 


51 


3 












Upon special contracts. 
















For bi'eacli of wanunty and agreement, 


8 


1 












For infringement of Patents, . 
















For recovery of land (Ejectments), 


84 




q 




j 






Trespass, relative to lands, houses, ifce., . 


50 














Questions on Wills, .... 
















For breach of promise of maniage, 


IG 














Seduction, and orimina] conversation with wife, 


12 














Libel 


11 


2 












Slander, ..... 


13 




1 










Malicious prosecution, .... 


4 






j 








False imprisonment, .... 


7 














A-ssaults, ..... 


36 


1 












Interpleader issues. Equity casra. 
































r.ft,np ..floaQ 


2 


2 












Nuisance 






_ 










For' bleach of covenant. 


2 












1 


For lecoveiT of rent, and use and occupation, . 


29 


_ 










12 


















Misdemeanors (intimidation, undue influence), 


1 


I 


_ 










Other suits, ..... 


41 


3 


2 


G 


4 


7 


20 


Total, .... 


654 


22 


44 


33 


66 


139 


350 



Past IL 
JnpiouL 
Statistics. 

S^erior Courts of 
Common Law. 

Nisi Prius, Nuturo 
and Number of 
Actions. 



It appeai-s from this summary that the principal causes of action tried in 1873 were 

recovery of land, 84 ; goods sold and delivered, 57 ; notes and bills, 53 ; trespass as to 
land, 50 ; breach of contract, 51 ; money paid, 38 ; assaults, 36 ; compensation for 
injuries from negbgence, 30 ; and recovery of rent, 29. 



The sums for which verdicts were given are shown in the following table : 




Amounts of 
Verdicts. 
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Par* II. 
Judicial 
Statikkcs- 

Supfricr Coart* oj 
CoBunon Law. 

CiAcs remitted to 
Inferior Courts. 



Disposal of causes 
at Nisi Prius. 



PaocEBDisos OSDEB Stat. 33 & 34 Vic., c*e. 109. 


1873- 


1872. 




Deereas*, 

1873. 


Number of applications to remit to inferior Courts, 

Numlier of applications refused, . 

Number of applications granted, . 

In Cases of Conlract under £40. 

Number of applications granted, . 

In Cases of Tort. 

Number of applications granted under sec. 6, 

Giving eecurity for costs, and continuing in superior 
Couiis- 

Failiiig to give security, and so remitted, . 


204 


246 


- 1 


42 


53 

151 


53 

191 




2 

40 


75 


88 


_ 


13 


76 


103 




27 


74 


3 

100 


- 


1 

26 



It appears from this table that there was a marked decrease of 42 in the number of 
applications to remit cases to the inferior Courts. The number (204) was, however, 
still above the number in 1871 (193). Of the 151 applications granted, 75 were in 
cases of contract and 76 in eases of tort. Of the cases in tort only 2 were retained in 
the superior Courts by giving security for costs. 

The disposal of causes at Nisi Prius is shown in the following table 



DlSBOSAL OP Cacsbs at Kisi Prics. 


s- 


DeSUN. 1 


On Circuit. 


Bend). 




Ercho«iu*r. 


datedNiai 
Prius Court 






Estimaro 
for DefoetiTc 

Ecgialnrrs. 


Verdict for plaintiff, . 


482 


12 


23 


' 19 


57 


95 


258 


18 


Verdict for plaintilf, subject to 


















special case, .... 
































3 






134 


5 






3 








Nonsuit, Stet Processus, and Jury 














14 




discbai^ed without verdict, 












s 




Juror withdrawn, 


17 








2 








Judgment respited,* . 




- 


- 




- 


“ 


1 ‘ 




Total, .... 


681 


22 


« 


34t 


66 


141J 


j 350 


24 



Appeals lieard at 
Consolidated Nisi 

Prius Court. 



The total number of causes tried at Nisi Prius, as appeai-s from this table, was 681 
in 1873, ag’ainst 555 in 1872, showing a large increase in the business in Dublin to 
the extent of 56 causes, and on circuit to the extent of 70 causes. 

The Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, brides its ordinary jurisdiction, has a further 
jurisdiction as a Court of Appeal from the Courts of the Recorder of the City of Dublin 
and of the Chairman of the County of Dubhn. 

The number of these appeals or rehearings in 1873 and 1872 was as follows : — 



AprsiLS (Rsiiearings) at Co.isoudatbd Nis 


I Prius. 


Eutored. | 


1 


RavcTMd. 


SeUfod, 
Struck out, &C. 


From Decree or Dismiss of Recorder , 


fl873, 


41 


28 


11 


2 


County of Dublin, . . . ' 


1 1872, 


42 









Circiiit Business. The Nisi Prius proceedings on circuit have been included in the summaries of the 
A ealTiraverses business of the three Superior Courts, as will be seen from the preceding table. 



• Ruturaed a« judgment respited iritkout apparently feeing otliernise classed. 
+ A case of juror witfediawn not included in total by Registrar, 
j Two coses of uon-suit not included in total by Registrar. 
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In Ireland the Judges on circuit have several branches of jurisdiction not exercised Part II. 
by the Judges on circuit in England, viz., appeals in the nature of reheai-iiigs from the Jddioiai 
decisions of the Chaii-men of Counties, or Irish County Court Judges, and°Recorders ; 
the Bating of the presentments of tho Grand Juries of the local tax in Ireland called Courts of 

Grand Jury cess ; the hearing of traverses and objections to presentments and to claims 
for malicious injuries, and also the hearing of railway traverses under tire Irish Railway 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 

The returns from the Clerks of the Peace and Registrars of Recorders as to appeals 
on circuit are more complete than in former yeai-s, the Clerk of the Peace for the county 
of Down being alone in default ; an estimate has been made from the return of the 
Chairman for 1872 to supply tlie want of tire Clerk of Peace’s return. 

The number of appeals on circuit in 1873 and in 1872 was as follows 



Appeua (Ebiisaeinos) oh Oibcoit. 


1 Eatcred. 




liox-crscd or 


1 Struck out, iic. 


Flora Cliainiien of Counties andj 
Kecordeiv | 18'"“’ 


543 


234 


155 


154 


4D8 


201 


121 


176 



The figures show a large increase from 498 to 543 in appeals heard by tho Judges on 
circuit, following upon increases in 1872 and 1871. 

The number of presentments Bated by Judges on circuit has been returned for all Pfosentmeiiis 
the counties and ridings as 57,338. . Therailway traverses against the award of valuators and 

for compensation for land, under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851, which have been Tntveisea. 
returned, were only 4 in number, for £9,620. The traverses other than railway traverses 
in 1873 returned, were 56 in number, and for the gross amount of £3,069. 

The number of appeals in 1873 from persons fined as jurors returned was 49; of Jurors’ Pinee. 
these, 8 cases were heai-d, and the fines imposed amounted to £498. 

In 1873 there was 1 election petition — that for Tyrone, which was withdrawn. The Election Patitions. 
costs allowed were £149. 



The follo\\’ing summary gives a compai'ative view of the Court business in Chancery 
for the years 1873 and 1872 i — 





1873. 


1872. 


*iTr7^'' 




Before Lord Chaxceu.ob. 










Causa petitions heal'd, 




_ 


1 




Other petitions heal'd, 


79 


77 


2 




Ordei-s marie on motions without petitions, 


54 


93 




39 


Bills, informations, and special coses heard. 


2 


- 


2 




Before Master of tee Rolls. 










Cause petitions heal'd, 




1 






Other petitions heard, 


93 


86 


7 




Orders made on motions without petitions, 


472 


495 




23 


BiUs, informations, and special cases heat'd, 
Appeals from Mastera’ decisions heal'd, 


98 


111 




13 


1 


27 




26 


Caus^ and other matters foi- fui'tlier dhections heard, 


27 


6 


21 


- 


Before Vice-Chascellor, 










Cause petitions heard, 




3 






Other petitions heard, 


70 


104 




34 




398 


413 




15 


Bills, informations, and special cases heard, 


92 


in 




19 


Causes and other matteiv for further directions heard, 


29 


41 


- 


12 


Total, .... 


1,417 


1,568 


- 


151 



High Court of 
Chanury. 
Business in Court 
tofurc Lord 
Ohniiccllor, Master 
of Rolls, 

"Vice-Cbanoellor, 
awl Masters. 



. This . table sliows a decrease of Court business in Chancery of 151 proceedings, 
reducing the number; of petitions, bills, informations, and special cases heard and orders 
made without petitions from 1,568 to 1,417. This number is, however, higher than the 
number of similar proceedings in 1871 (1,343). 
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Lord CLaucellor'e 
Secretary’s Oflice. 



The proceedings in the office of the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary are shown by the 
following summary : — 



Lord Ci.a^celi.or’s SecbetarVs Orf ice. 


1873. 


1872- 


1 1 


”s7r 


Total number of petitions, . . • | 


731 


675 


56 


- 


Fiats in cliamber. 


347 


326 


21 


- 


Orders for hearii^ : — 


189 


174 


15 


- 












Before Vice-Chancellor, 


96 




12 




Warrants as to Magistrates’ Commissions, 


155 


154 ' 







Master of the Eolle' 
Secretary’s Office. 



Chief Clerks’ 
Returns of 
proceedings in 
Cli ambers. 



Of the total number (731) above stated, 145 were petitions in lunacy, 336 were in 
matters relating to minors, and the remainder (250) are retui-ned as petitions in “ other 
matters,” on the whole there was an increase of 56 petitions, raising the number to 
within 2 of the number in 1871. The number of minors protected by the Court of 
Chancery at the end of the year was 1,067 ; but as there were 467 minor matters, it 
would appear that the lattei- number of families of minors are all that the Court of 
Chancery protects. 

In the office of Secretary to the Master of the Bolls the number of petitions was 99, the 
greater part of which were petitions under the Trustee Acts, and under the Public Works 
and Pvailway Acts. These petitions are not in addition to, but include the petitions 
upon which the Lord Chancellor in chamber made an order for hearing at the Bolls. 

The following is a summary of the proceedings in the Chambers of the Lord 
Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor, under the Chancery 



Act (30 & 31 Vic., c. 44): — 



pROCKfirUNOS ly CrTAHUBRS. 



aummoiiBes to originate Prooeedir^ ; — 

Tor tbo Administration of Estates, .... 

Under tlie Charitable Trusts Acta 

For appointment of Guoi'disns and maintenanoeof Infants, 
For odior purposes, 

Other Summonses 

Appointments (by Summonses, &c.) disposed of, 

Ordei's made : — 

Of the Class drawn up by the R^trara, . 

Of the Class drawn up in Chambers, . . - - 

Orders brought into Chamber for prosecution : — 

Other tlian Orders for winding up Companies, 

For ^7indiI^ up Companies 

Number of Advertisements issued 

Debts claimed and adjudicated upon : — 

Number of Debts, 

Amount of Debts proved • 

Accounts passed other than Receivers’ Accounts : — 

Number of Accounts, 

Receipts tlierein, . 

Disbursements and allowances therein, 

Sales of Estates under Orders of Court : — 

Number of Sales, 

Amount realized, 

Purchases of Estates under Orders of Court : — 

Number of 

Number of Certificates filed, 

Number of Ordera for winding up Companies ponding on 
1st November, 



18T3. 



ns 

61 

143 

1,107 

4,131 

5 

917 

296 

1 

147 

603 

£107,872 

150 

£686,901 

£603,584 



£3,400 

3 

829 

10 



1872- 


‘YbT’ 




106 


7 




67 


I 


6 


165 




22 


1,468 




359 


4,100 


31 




11 


_ 


6 


981 


- 


64 


300 


- 


4 


140 


7 


- 


891 


_ 


288 


£139,869 


- 


£31,997 


*199 


_ 


49 


£342,048 


£343,863 




£274,728 


£328,856 


- 


5 


_ 


3 


£7,366 


- 


£3,966 


189 


640 


: 


14 


- 


4 



The result of the above table is to show a falling-off in the number of proceedings in 
the Chambers of the Lord Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor, 



* The number of accounts and amount in the Lord Chancellor’s Chamber not returned for 1872, but estimated 
here as the same as in 1873. 
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amounting to 380 in summonses, reducing the number of them in 1873 to 1,412, and a Part II. 
falling-off in orders of the class drawn up in Chambers, of 64, reducing them to 917. Judicial 

There was, on the other hand, a very large increase in the amount of property in 
accounts passed other than Receivers’ accounts, from £342,048 estimated amounts for 

1872 to £685,901 returned for 1873. The appointments (by summons, adjournment, 

or otherwise) disposed of, increased from 4,100 in 1872, to 4,131 in 1873. Regisirars’ Office. 

The business in the office of the Registrars of the Court of Chancery, as distinguished 
from the Court business, is shown for 1873 and J 872 in the following summary ; ■ 



RES, BTIUU5' Office. 




1072. 




Doeraase. 

1873. 


Number of Side Bar Ordeve, 










Number of other Ordera drawn up, 


2,433 


2,663 






Number of Drafts of Aocountant-OeneraJ counter- 








signed, ..... 


4,620 


4,334 


286 




Numbei' of AfBdavits under Trustee Relief Acta 




examined, on ■which Orders made, 










Numher of Certificates for Registry of Orders, 








- 


Total, 


7,840 


7,882 


- 
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The above figures show a slight decrease in the business in the Court of Chancery as 
indicated by the Registrar’s Office in 1873 as compared with 1872, leaving the number 
of proceedings largely above the number in 1871. 

The return of the Accountant-General is made up for the year ended 1st October, Accountant- 
1873, and as compared with the return for 1872 is as follows : — ° 

Y«ai Mdod Yw radxl Jncioise, 

1st OcS„ IS73. 1st Ost., 1372. 1Q7S. 

Balance at tlio end of year, . £5,015,563 £4,745,026 £270,636 



These figures corroborate the result indicated by the great increase in the amount 
of receipts in accounts passed, showing the great increase in tlie value of the property 
administered by the Court of Chancery. 

In the Crotyn and Hanaper Office there were, during the year 1873, 3,687 official acts, Crown and 
as compared 'with 2,501 in 1872, being an increase of 1,386. Hanaper Office. 

The non-extension to Ireland of the reforms contained in the Lunacy Regulation Acts, Lunacy Office. 
1853 and 1862, which had been observed upon in preceding volumes, was teiminated 
by Lord O’Hagan’s Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1871, Stat. 34 Vic., c. 22, and the General 
Orders in Lunacy of 12th July, 1871, founded thereon. 

The chief business in the Lunacy Office in 1873 compared with 1872 was as follows : — 



LCKXC. Office. ^ 


1 1873. 


1872. ^ 


1 


Decraus. 

1873, 


Orders of the Lord Cbancellcn', 


294 


222 


1 CO 




Affidavits filed, ..... 


371 


263 


108 




Reports of Masters, .... 


82 


54 


1 28 




Accounts taken by Mlasters, . 


76 


73 


! 3 


- 




£ 


£ 


1 ^ 




Amounts of receipts on such accounta, . 


72,021 


68,781 


3,240 


- 



This summary indicates a marked increase in the orders and affidavits, following an 
increase in the preceding year. The increase in orders was 62, and there were 34 orders 
for inspection under the 1 1th section of the new Lunacy Act of 1 871, and the number of 
lunatics under the care of the Court at the close of 1873 was 198, being 21 more than 
at the close of 1872, and 43 more than at the end of 1871. 

This increase for two years in succession is satisfactory evidence of the working of the 
Act; stiU, when 167 returns were made as to lunatics admitted to private lunatic 
asylums in the year, 21 is a small increase in the number brought under the protection 
of the Court. 

L 
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The Clerk of the Eeeord and Writ OfBce having omitted to make a return for 1873, 
there is no opportunity of comparing the figures of 1873 with those of the preceding 

year. . . ■ , > i 

In my report for 1872, 1 had to notice the omission of Official Liquidators to make 
returns for that year as to cases under the Joint Stock Conipames Windiog-np Acte. 
On investigating the matter, vdth a view to settle a simpler form of retnm, to try to 
secure the information, it was ascertained that returns from OfScial Liquidators were no 
longer required or included in the English Judicial Statistics, and so they have been 
omitted from this volume. 

A new form of return has been settled for the Masters’ offices, more suitable to the 
altered state of the business, two of the Masters being solely engaged in proceedings 
ponding in their offices at the time of the passing of the new Chancery Act (30 & 31 



Paht 1L 
.Tcoioial 
Statistics. 



Chancery. 
Beoord and Writ 
Office. 

OlScial 

Liquidators. 



Masters’ Offices. 



These figures show an increase of 10,378 in the number oi items taxea, witu an 
increase of 120 in the number of bills of costs. In the amount of costs allowed there 
was an increase of £4,440 against a decrease of £1,224, in the year 1872. 
liaminot’s Office. In the Examiner’s Office witnesses were examined in 16 causes m 1873, against 17 
in 1872, but the total number of persons examined was only 29, against 49: in the 
preceding year. 

Lanm Ectaue The Incumbered Estates Court was established in Ireland in 1849, for the puipose of 
Cauri. efieeting the sale of landed property subject to incumbrances, and of giving the pur- 
chaser a parliamentary title to prevent past incumbrances coniplicating the future 
title. It was at first intended that this Court should exist only for a limited time, but 
it was found necessary, more than once, to renew its jurisdiction, and, at length, it was 
finally 'established in 1858, with the title of the Landed Estates Court, with power to 
sell unincumbered as well as incumbered property. 
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Chasceiit TiXlKO OlfPICK. 


1873. 


1872. 

1 ' 


1 Increoee, 


Decrcose, 


Humber of bills taxed, . 
Number of items, 


1,251 

191,150 


1,131 

180,772 


120 

10,378 


- 


.Amount of Cbanceiy Fund on summons 
and cei-tificate, 

Amount of costa .elfdmed, 

Amount of costs allowed. 


£. s. d. 

1 2,B69 0 0 

1 96,312 0 0 
79,722 0 0 


£ >. d.' 

2,363 0 0 
89,763 0 0 
75,282 0 0 


£ t. d. 
206 0 0 
6,549 0 0 
4,440 0 0 


£ $. d. 









w,... 







D«c«h>c, 


Mastbks’ Offices. 










18,8. 





Charges, 

Discharges, . . . • • 

Accounts passed in minor matters, 

„ in lunacy matters, 


21 

19 

28 


6 

4 

166 

37 


27 

193 

65 


37 

34 

139 

65 


54 


10 

11 


„ by other Receivers, . 1 




248 


276 


270 


6 




Other accounts, . . . ■ J 

Statements of facts as to management of property, 


19 


133 


152 


137 


15 
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The following figures show the value and net rental of the estates sold in 1873 and IL 



1872 


1873. 


1872. 


lacreasc, 1873. Dccrmsc, 1373. 


JODIOIAL 

Stahsiios. 


Amount of purctaao-money, 


. £1,737,222 


£1,451,688 


£285,534 


Landed Estatet 


Net rental of estates sold, 


£86,6S5 


£76,289 


£10,396 


Registrar’s Office. 


Number of sales, 


208 


200 


8 


Sales. 



In connexion with the fears which were expressed as to the effect of the Irish 
Landlord and Tenant Act, 1870, in discouraging sales in the Landed Estates Court 
it is important to observe that the amount of property sold has increased now for 
three years in succession. The rental sold was £46,269 in 1870, £53,754 in 1871, 
£76,239 in 1872, and £86,865 in 1873. The purchase-money increased in a similar 
proportion. It was £757,218 in 1870, £1,008,524 in 1871, £1,451,688 in 1872, and 
£1,737,222 in 1873. As to depreciation of price consequent on the Land Act, 1870, 
the average price for five years ended 1867 was 17^ years, in 1868 (a very fine year) it 
rose to 18^ years, in 1869 (the year in which Uie Land Act was expected) it fell to 
17i years, and in 1870 (the year in which the Land Act was passed) it fell to 
16j years; in 1871 (the first year- of the Act being in operation) the price rose to 
18|- years, in 1872 to 19 years, and in 1873 to 20 years’ purchase. 

Out of 343 petitions for sale of estates in 1873, there were 311, or 90 per cent., for 
the sale of incumbered estates, showing the extent to which the original necessity which 
led to the Court being established still continues in operation. The orders for sales by 
Church Temporalities Commissioners were 5, and the statements under Landlord and 
Tenant Act 1870, Pai-t II. were 24. 





These figures show an increase of 1 in partitions and 6 in declarations of title, 
and a decrease of 10 in specific performance of contracts of sale. 

Under the Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1860, the Landed Estates Tenure imc! Inr- 
Court exercises the jurisdiction of sanctioning building leases, and leases not witbin the 
exact terms of the Act or settlement of the particular estate. There were 2 building 
leases sanctioned in 1873 ; in the previous year there had been 6. No statements as 
to limited owners’ improvements were lodged. 

There were 377 petitions filed in the Record and Affidavit Office in 1873, against Record anU 
370 in 1872. The number of affidavits filed was 4,883 in the Landed Estates Court. 0®®®- 

Tenants’ objections were 239, as against 297 in 1872. 

In the Taxing Office the amount taxed and certified in the year ended 31st July, 1873, Taxing Office, 
was £40,687, against £40,506 in the preceding year. 

In the Record of Title Office the titles to 20 estates were recorded in 1873. Of Record of Title 
these 11 were less than £l,000 in value, 7 were of £1,000 and under £10,000 in 
value, and 2 were estimated at £10,000 and upwards. The total sum paid for 
these estates, as estimated from the consideration-money in the deeds of conveyance, 
was £107,580, and the mortgages and charges recorded amounted to £62,351. The 
proceedings under the Land Debenture Act, 1865, were nil, and the applications to 
record land under the 51st section, though an interval had elapsed since the declaration 
of the Court, were nil. The total number of estates, the titles to which have 

L 2 
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PiET II. been recorded in this office since the date of its establishment in 1865, under Stat. 

StSiswob 28 & 29 Viet., c. 88, sec. 67, is 510, the total value of -which is stated to be £1,927,913; 

the mortgages and charges recorded amount to £255,211. As the record of title is 

limited to cases of absolute title, the benefit of the machinery thus provided is 
ReooidofTiUo -where it would be most appreciated and where it is most wanted that 

° ‘ “ of marketable titles, which after a lapse of time will become perfect. Again, to suit 
cases like the 11 of the value of less than £1,000, a system of optional local registry, on 
the principle that -wills and marriages are locally registered, with central check registry , 
would be advantageous. 

Court 0/ Probau. The jurisdiction of the Court of Probate in Ireland is similar to that of the English 
Court. 




District In the District Eegistries of the Court of Probate the chief business m 1873 and 1872 

was as follows 



COUBT OF PROBiTE-DiSTBICT REGISTniEa. 


1373. ' 


1 1372. 


Incr&ase, 


Deci-ens®, 

1373. 


Granted in Common Form ; 
Probates, 


1,147 

748 


1,015 

671 


132 

77 


; 


Letters of administration tie will annexed, . 


236 






50 


Granted under direction of J udge : 

Probates, 


7 


12 


- 


5 










2 


Letters of administration witli the will annexed, . 








Grantei.1 on Decree of Chairmen of Comities : 










Probates, 




















Letters of administration with the will annexed, . 




* 






Total, 


3,152 


2,001 


161 


- 




£ 


£ 


£ 




Total amount of fees received, . 


7,614 


7,412 


202 





It appears from these tables that there was a considerable increase in probates and 
letters of administration in the District Registries— of from 2,001 in 1872 to 2,152 
in 1873, or an increase of 151, which more than counterbalanced the decrease in the 
Principal Registry of 61 — from 1,869 in 1872 to 1,808 in 1873. The very small 
amount of contentious business— only 66 trials and causes heard by Judge in relation 
to 1,808 probates and administrations in the Central Registry, and only IS in relation 
to 2,152 probates and administrations in the Local Registry — indicates the satisfactory 
working of the law of wills and the probate jurisdiction for the class of cases that fall 
within their scope. 
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The Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery is also Accountant-General of the 
Court of Probate. His return states that there were only 2 accounts open on the 
1st October, 1873, and that the total amount of cash and other effects carried over in 
the books was £2,188. 

From a return received from the Comptroller of Stamp Duties, it appears that the 
amount of property under which probates and administrations were sworn in 1873 was 
£7,301,614, and the amount of duty received thereon was £131,797. 

Since 1st Januaiy, 1871, the jurisdiction as to matrimonial causes and matters has 
been transferred to the Court of Probate. A return of proceedings has been received 
for 1873, and also of proceedings under the Legitimacy Declaration Act (Ireland), 1868. 
It appears that there were 10 petitions filed in matrimonial causes and matters during 
the year ; 8 citations were issued, 10 appearances entered, and 6 answers filed. There 
were 2 decrees for divoi-ce a mensd et thoro, and 1 decree for restitution of conjugal 
rights. There were 17 motions during the year. 

The jurisdiction as to divorce in Ireland is still founded on the precedent of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, and corresponds to that which existed in England before the 
Divorce Court was established in 1857; so that the action for criminal conversation 
still continues distinct from the proceedings for a divorce, and a complete divorce in 
Ireland still requires a private Act of Parliament. 

The practice and procedure of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland was assimilated 
to that of the High Court of Admiralty in England in 1867byStat. 30& 31 Viet., c. 114. 
The Irish Court was not, however, given any jurisdiction in prize cases. 

In 1869 the power of conferring Admiralty jurisdiction upon County Courts in 
England, by order in Council, under Stat. 31 & 32 Viet., c. 71, was followed by an 
important extension of the jurisdiction of such Courts to certain maritime causes, 
including a large part of the disputes as to freight and demurrage in which foreign 
traders are so much interested. The former of these enactments was already provided 
for in Ireland by the fourth part of the Act of 1867 ; but the latter (Stat. 32 & 33 Viet., 
c. 51,) has created a substantial difference between Irish and English jurisdiction in 
maritime causes. 



The following summary gives the number and nature of the causes before the High 
Court of Admiralty during 1873 and those for the previous year, for comparison : — 




number of actions instituted in 1873 as compared with the number in 1872. 



Paet II. 
JCSIOUL 
Statistics. 
Court of Probate. 

General’s Office. 



High Cou! t of 
A dmiralty. 
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PjUit IL 
JnsxouL 
Statistics. 

Sigh Court of 
Admiroliy. 



Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency. 

Bankruptcy. 



The following summary shows the proceedings during 1873, compared with those u 
J872;— 



I,. ADamAbtV C43HS. 




1872. 


Increase, 

1873. 


1 Decrease, 
1 <873. 


Motions and Summonses, . • • 1 


79 


35 


44 


- 


Jud"-ment8 and Dcci'ees, . • • - j 


13 


1 ^ 


R7 




Instruments prepared in Kegistjy, . • i 


lu4 


1 77 






Total, 


256 


124 


132 





These figures show an increase of 132 in proceedings in Admiralty in 1873 as compared 



with 1872. 

Up to 1872 the law of Bankruptcy in Ireland differed from that in England, being 
regulated by the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, passed in 1857. Between 1867 
and 1872 alterations had been twice made in the law of Bankruptcy in England in 
1861 and 1369. The reform in the Bankruptcy law of Ireland, in analogy to, though 
not in strict identity with, the English Act, was carried out by the Bankruptcy 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1872, which came into operation on 1st of January, 1873. 

The Chief Registrar has made a return as to the proceedings in Bankruptcy in 1873. 
The following summaiy shows the proceedings which can be compared with those under 
the previous law : — 





1873. 


1072. 


1 


Decrease, 

1 1873. 


Petitions of Bankruptcy ; 










By Creditors, • • • • ■ 










By Dcbtoi-s, . • • • • 


4,633 

2,051 

270 








Sittings before the Court, . • . • • 

Sittings before tbe Chief Eegistrar, . . - • 

Petitions for Arrar^ement, . • • • 


1^522 

191 


529 

69 





The prisoners for debt in the several gaols who had subscribed declarations of poverty 
to be discharged as pauper debtora, were 153. 



It appears that the number of petitions of Bankruptcy in 1873 was 339, as compared 
with 185 in 1872, or 154 more than in 1872. The petitions for arrangement increased 
from 191 in 1872 to 270 in 1873. 



lueolvoncy. 



Tile return also states the amount claimed in hills of costa in proceedings in 
Banlimptcy to hano been T13.302. From this snm £2,649 was deducted in taxation, 
leaving £10,663 as the amount certified. 



The delay in extending to Ireland the principle of aboKtion of imprisonment for debt, 
JO far as that abolition was embodied in the English Act of 1869, (32 & 33 Vic., c. 83,) 
has also been terminated by the Debtors {Ireland) Act of 1872. The Insolvency 
Inrisdiction was thus abolished from 1st of January, 1873. There were, however, some 
proceedings in winding up the cases previously in the Court. The statistics of these, 
m fat as they admit of being compared with the corresponding figures tor the previous 



PbOCEEDIKOS IK Ib-SOITENCY. 


1873. '' 


1872. 


' lacroQse, 

1 1873. 1 


Dw^se, 


Petitions iu wMcb. dividends wore declared, . : - ' i ' ’ ^ 

Sittings before the Court in Dublin for all purposes m Insolvency, . 

,, before tbe Chief Clerk, 

Bills of costs taxed by tbe Chief Clerk 


71 

277 

179 

60 


75 

1 757 1 

1 505 

64 




4 

480 

326 

4 
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It appears that there was a deci-ease of 480 in the sitting;s before the Court for all 
purposes of Insolvency, and of 326 before the Chief Clerk. 



I'iBT II. 
JUBIOIAL 
Sr.tTiSTlOB. 






The sittings before the Court in Bankruptcy, however, increased by 2,195, so that 

there was a net increase in the Court business (including both Bankruptcy and 

Insolvency), in tbe year of 1,715 sittings on tlie previous number, 3,195. InsoWeDcy, 



Under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1857, Stat. 20 & 21 Viet., c. 60, s. 407, 
the Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland was appointed Accountant- 
General in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency ; but hitherto no account has been open, nor 
have any funds of the suitors of the Court been standing to his credit. 

The following sums were standing of the dividend account, with the privity of the 
Chief Registrar ; — 

Cub. 

t 8. d. 

To credit of unolauned dividend account, 187S, . 4,691 0 0 

Ditto, ditto, 1872, . 3,776 0 0 

Increase in 1873, . . 916 0 0 

A table has been compiled from the unpublished returns of the OfBcial Assignees 
to Parliament under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1857, showing the state 
of the bankruptcies and insolvencies in the charge of each of the Official Assignee 
in 1873. 



£ >. d. 

23,500 0 0 
23,500 0 0 



The officers of the Supreme Courts of Appeal for Ireland have furnished returns with 
respect to the business which came before tbe Courts in 1873. 



Supreme CourU 
of Appeal. 



There was no appeal from Ireland to Her Majesty in Council. Her Majesty in 

Council. 

The number of appeals from Ireland to the House of Lords in 1873 was 4, viz. ; — noaae of Lords. 
3 from the Chancery Appeal Court, and 1 from the Exchequer Chamber. Six cases 
were withdrawn, or dismissed for want of prosecution, in 2 cases judgments were 
delivered, and 1 decree of the Cliancery Appeal Court was affirmed with variations, and 
1 was reversed with declaration and remit. The number of causes which remain effective 
for hearing, including those from previous Sessions, was 4. 

Tbe Privy Council in Ireland hears applications for orders to vest burial-grounds Privy Council, 
in proprietors of demesnes, under tire Irish Church Act, 1869, s. 26, and appeals against 
Fishery by-laws. There were 8 applications as to burial-gi'ounds, including those 
remaining from 1872 ; 4 were recommended by the Committee of the Piivy Council, 3 
were rejected or withdrawn, and 1 was pending. 
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Past II. 
JoDIClAL 
STAlKTIOa. 

Supremt OourU 
of Appeal. 

Chancery Appeal 



The number of appeals to the Chancery Appeal Court in 1873 and 1872 is shown 
in the following table ; — 



Appeals to Cbal-cert Appeal Coonr. 


ma 


1872. 




Deer«fls«, 


Set down for argument, .... 


30 


41 


- 


11 


Appeals from — 










Lord Cliauoellor, ..... 
Master of the Rolls, .... 


















Tice-Chaaoellor, 

Judges of Landed Estates Court; 






■ 




Judge Lynch, .... 


- 




- 


1 


Judge Flanagan, .... 






- 


1 


Judge of Court of Probate, . 

Judges in Baaikruptcy and Insolvency ; 


" 








.Judge Miller, .... 










J udge Haj-rkon, .... 


- 


- 


- 




Judge of Admiralty Court, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Judge in Matrimonial Causes, 











There was a decrease in the business of the Court, of 11 appeals — from 41 in 1872 to 
30 in 1873; 14 judgments were affirmed, 13 varied or reversed, 2 struck out or with- 
drawn, and 1 is a remauet. 



Exchequer In the Court of Exchequer Chamber there were 1 7 memoranda of error and notices of 

Ohambcr. appeal lodged in 1873, viz. : — 5 from the Queen’s Bench, 4 from the Common Pleas, 

and 8 from the Exchequer. There were besides 8 remanets from 1872. Seventeen 
cases were disposed of, and 3 are remanets or stand for judgment. 



Begietry Appoah. The return from the Exchequer Chamber shows no registry appeals under the Irish 
Parliamentary Voters Act (Stat. 13 & 14 Viet., c. 69,) in 1873. 



Reserved Cases 
(for twelva 
Judges). 



There were 5 cases retunied as reserved for the twelve Judges — 2 as to construction 
of the Peace Preservation Act, 33 Vic., a 9, s, 39, and 1 as to the 42nd section of the 
Belfast Act, 1865. 



Laud Oases In the Court for Land Cases Eeserved there were 3 remanets from 1872, and none set 

Reserved. down. Of the 3 cases 1 was still a remanet at the end of 1873. In the 2 cases disposed 

the judgment below was affirmed. 



Cowls 0/ Chairmen statistics as to number of distinct cases and result of proceedings under the 

Landlord and Tenant Act, passed in 1870, are more complete for 1873 than for 1872, 
Land Scions returns having been received from all counties and ridings except the county of Down, 
as to which the latest figures there for 1871 have been used as an estimate. 



Cases histosed or at Lakd SESsio.va 


Number, 


^187^’ 






Total number of oases, .... 


726 


699 


127 






236 


203 


33 






155 


145 


10 






128 


98 


30 




Postponed and adjourned, 
Ruled “ nil ” and not heard. 




85 


19 


- 










Referred to arbiti-ation, 






3 





It appears from this table that the increase in the number of cases for 31 counties 
was 127. Of this increase 33 were in decrees, 32 in cases ruled “nil” and not heard, 
and 19 in cases postponed or adjourned. 
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There are, so far as returoed, 9 cases of applications by tenants to confirm the granting Part II, 

of leases, and 4 applications by tenants of intention to register improvements Jddioui. 

° ^ ■ Statmtios. 

la the foUomng table Hie number ot oases disposed of in each proYince and each &.«. 

county is shown : °f GmnHes and 

RecortUri. 



PaocEEDiNos IS Cases usder the Lasdeord akd Tenant (Ireland) Act in 1873. lAind Sessions. 



....... 




1 








FdSljtaDflf 


IE! 




Ulster ; 

Antiim, 

Aj-magh, . . . | 

Cavan, • • . . 

Donegal, 

Down (1871), . . ; 

Fei'managli, .... 
LondondeiTy, .... 
Monaghan, 

Tyrone, . , . ; 

Total of Ulster, 

Munster : 

Clare, 

Cork, E.R., . . . . 

Cork, W.E., . . . ; ■ 

Keny, . . ' . [ 

Limerick, • . . . , 

Tipperary, .... 

Waterford, • - - ! ! 

Total of Munster, 

Coh.vaught ; 

Galway, • . . . 

Leitrim, . , . ' 

Eoscommon, .... 

Sligo, . . . ! ; 

Total of Connaught, 

Leinster ; 

Dublin, • • - . . 

Kildare, . . . _ 

Kilkenny, 

King’s, . - . ! ; 

Longford, . . . _ 

Louth, 

Meath, . , . . ’ 

Queen’s, . . , , 

Westmeath, .... 
Wexford, .... 

Wicklow, . , , [ ' 

Total of Leinster, 

Total of Ireland, 


46 

47 
8 

31 
. [24 
58 

76 
15 

77 


13 

12 

12 

10 

12 

11 

25 


7 

22 

5 

5 

10 

13 

5 

20 


14 

13 

1 

3 

1 

13 

2 
13 


11 

1 
6 
6 

20 

26 

2 


1 

13 

3 

10 


- ] 
11 
7 


, 382 


.106 


87 


66 


71 


32 


30 


17 

21 

9 

60 

10 

17 

7 


11 

4 

6 

9 

4 


19 

1 

4 

1 


6 

2 

14 

I 


1 

2 

10 

1 

2 


13 

2 


2 


141 


54 


25 


29 


16 


15 


3 


14 

28 

23 

40 

10 


7 

13 

1 

6 


1 

7 
4 

8 
1 


4 

8 

2 

3 


4 

7 


1 

4 

24 


:■ 


115 


33 


21 


17 


14 


29 


1 


13 

4 

7 

3 
13 

7 

2 

6 

7 

9 

13 

4 


12 

8 

5 

5 

3 

3 
2 
1 

4 
4 


1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 


1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 


1 

1 


1 

2 




88 


43 


22 


16 


3 


* 




726 


236 


155 


128 


104 


80 


.3 



The land cases in 1872 were 599. The increase of 127 laud cases in 1873, shown 
in the above table, was spread over ail tfie provinces and over 18 counties. The 
greatest increase was in Kerry 47,‘in Eoscommon 31, and in Londonderry 25; the 
greatest decreases were in Cork 33, and in Armagh 12. 

M 
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If tills number '726 be compared witli the 526,000 agricult 
tenancies, it gives about the proportion of 14 in every 10,000 
In Ulster the proportion was above this average, being 18 in 1 
Munster the proportion was also above the average, being 
Leinster the proportion was in both cases below average, be) 
yearly holdings. The 3 counties most above average in 1873 
Fennanagh 42, and Kerry 36 in the 10,000 yeairly holdings, 
there was the least resort to the Land Courts were— Kilkenn 

^ Upon the' 32 per cent, of cases in which there were de 
adjudged on the decrees w^ £19,628. 

The following table shows the distribution of the amount in t 



Past II. 

Jddicial 

Statisticb 



CoMTUofChairmm 
of Counties and 
Recorders. 



. the different provinces 



Total of Ireland, 



■Ulster, 



Munster, 



Connaught, 



It appears from this table that the average gross amount awaraea, witnouo 
allowances for set-off to landlord, for dilapidation, rent, &c., was in all Ireland £83 as 
compared with £95 in 1872. In Munster it reached £113, as compared with £129 in 
1872; in Ulster £80, as compared with £93 in 1872; in Leinster it was £76, as 
compared with £109 in 1872; and in Connaught alone was there a larger amount, £55 
in 1873, as compared with £40 in 1372. The average of 1373, £83, is still above the 
average of 1871, which was only £69. , . , 

The statistics of the whole three years indicate that the farms in respect of which tJie 
claims are made are of a small class. , . <• j' 

The next most important figures are those indicating the proportion of proceedings 
under the different grounds of compensation recognised by the Act. 

In the following table the amount of compensation adjudged, under each ground of 
compensation, is shown as to £18,713 of the £19,623 gross compensation 



Gross sum ai^udged in counties where classification I'etumed, 



For Lobs on quitting holding SUd Improvements together, 
„ Improvements alone, . . • • 

„ Loss on quitting holding alone, . 

„ "Ulster Tenant-right, 

„ Incoming payments, . • - • 





Number of 


oi Decrees. 


De.reee. 


£. 

19,638 


236 


8,448 


106 


6,118 


54 


3,252 


43 


1,820 


33 
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Taking the province of Ulster alone, the sum adjudged was distributed in these 
proportions : — 





AnouQt. 


Per eeat. 


Gross sum adjudged in counties wliera classification returned, 


£. 

7,523 


100 


For Lobs on quitting lioldii^ and Improvements together. 


3,773 


50 


„ Ulster Tenant-right, .... 


2,122 


28 


„ Improvements alone, .... 


900 


12 


„ Loss on quitting iiolding alone, .... 


729 


10 


„ Incoming payments, .... 


- 


- 
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It appears from these figures that the class under which the largest aggregate 

amount was decreed — for loss on quitting the holding and improvements together 

reached 50 per cent. The amount for the Ulster tenant-right custom was only 28 per 
cent., as compared with 69 per cent, in 1872. As a single case in the custom may 
determine the usage of a whole estate, such cases'have a tendency to decrease, as compared 
with claims involving compensation for disturbance, where the amount to be granted is 
so much in the discretion of the Judge. 

While these figures sho» how fully the pecnliur ehiracteristics of the Aot-compensa- 
t,ou for ilisturbancc aud recognition of Ulster tonant-iight^come out in the proceedings. 
It IS to be observed that claims for compensation for improvements more readily admit of 
settlement out of Court than claims for compensation for disturbance. 

The statistics of Proceedings in the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Courts of 
Eecorders have been simpHfied, as in 1872, by coUecting into one table all suits entered, 
whether ejectments, causes remitted from the Superior Courts, special jurisdiction of 
Recorders, or other suits. In the preceding volumes these were contained in four 
tables. 

Tn ejectments entered there was a large increase : 



For 1873, 
For 1873, 



EjectmenU EnMred. 



5,662 

4,119 



Increase in 1873, . . 1,543 



Bjcctmonts. 



In c!«es rernitted from the Superior Courts which were entered below there was 
an increase from 84 in 1872, to 110 in 1873. In other suits there was an increase of from 
77,335 in 1872, to 95,385 in 1873. In the gross amount decreed there has been a 
great-increase from £263,214 in 1872, to £344,408 in 1873. 

There were only 181 cases disposed of by a jury ; the decrees other than by consent 
were 2,728 ; the decrees by consent 55,942, making total decrees 58,670, and the total 
dismisses 9,020, of which 5,535 were without prejudice. There were no cases before the 
Recorders under any jurisdiction distinct from that of a Chairman of a County. 

In addition to the returns of Civil Bill Proceedings, returns have been obtained from 
the Process Servers, who are appointed under statute by the Chaii-men, and whose served*'' 
salary is annually voted by Parliament. Out of the entire number of Process Servers 
(805) all but 115, or 14 per cent., have made returns. As they have the exclusive 
privilege of serving Civil Bills other than ejectments, their returns — with an estimate 
for deficient returns — affords a basis of comparing, as in the land cases, the relative 
amount of ordinary civil business arising in each county. For this comparison the 
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Jlourii of Chair- 
men of Counties 
and Recorders. 



Number of Civil 
Bill piocesaea 
served compared 
vitb population i 
Counties, &c, 



Leisstek : 

Carlow, .... 
Dublin, County and City, 
Kildare, .... 
Kilkenny, County and City, 
King’s County, 

London!, 

Louth, including Drogheda, 
Meath 

Westmeath, 

Weiford, 

Wicklow, 



JIUNSTEE : 

Clare, .... 
Cork, East and West Biding, 
Keny, .... 
Limerick, County and City, 
Tipperary, 

Waterford, Cotmty and City, 



Ulster : 

Antrim, Corriokfergus and Belfast, 

Donegal, . . . . - 

Fermanagh, . . . • 

Londonderry, .... 
Monaghan, .... 



COSHAUOHT ; 
Galway, . 

Leitrim, . 
K<Bcommon, 



served was in 
; in Connaught 



It appeal's from this table that the number of Civil Bill proc 
Ulster 16,308 in excess of the average of Ireland, and in Munster f 
it was 3,976, and in Leinster 26,522 below average. 

The counties most above average in Ulster were — Londonderry 
Tyi-one, 3,975. 

In Munster the county most above average was Kerry — 8,424. 

In Connaught the county most above average was Sligo — 3,160. 

The counties most below average were Dublin 16,520, arising 
proximity to the Superior Courts, Meath 3,926, and Kildare 3,361, probably 
the same cause. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



In the following summary the statistics of appeals and applications for spirit licences 
at Quarter Sessions are compared with the figures for 1872 : 



"mil"”’ " 




1072. 


*'sr 


mcraue, 

1873. 


Appeals fi'om Magistrates — 










Affiimed, ..... 


289 








Eevei'sed or varied, . 


199 








Otherwise disposed of, . . . 


134 


78 


56 ; 


' - 


Total, .... 


G22 


494 


128 


- 


Applications for spirit licences : — 
Numher granteil — 










Original applications, . 


694 


529 






Licences transferred. 
Number refused — 


1,270 


1,200 


70 


- 


Original applications, 


846 


470 






Application for transfer, , 


133 


99 






Otherwise disposed of, . . 


412 


327 


,85 


- 


Total, . ... 


3,357 


2,626 


732 


- 



The number of appeals from Magistrates heard at Quarter Sessions, as appeal's from 
the above figures, was greater in 1873 than in 1872; the number in the former year being 
622 against 494 in the latter, showing an increase in 1873 of 128. Only 488 appeals, 
however, appear to have been heard ajrd decided in Court, and in 289 cases the previous 
decisions were affirmed, and in 199 reversed or varied. 

The number of applications for spirit licences in 1 873 also shows a considerable increase, 
having been 732 more than in the preceding year. There was an increase of 165 in the 
number of original applications gi-anted, raising the number to 694. 

The following is a summary of the returns of Sheriffs of Counties and of Counties of 
Cities and Towns included in the table with respect to the execution of ejectments ; 



Part II. 
Judicial 

ST-ITISTtCa. 

Appiicaliona for 
Spirit Licences 
and Appeals from 
Magistrates at 
Quarter Sessions. 



[Protimcss. 


NuiiDEa OP 
Hoi.nisoa 

loss, 

ENCEEDl:*© 

Ops Statute 


Ejectus: 


r’o/fiKM. 


OlHEtt Ejf 




Total 

EjEonieKis 


rcR executed. 
lO.UOO 
Uoi.m.vcs 

EXCEEDIPQ 

Statutr 


Writs 


Civil Dill 
EJeetroents. 


W'rita 


Civil Bill 
EjeotmentA 


Leinster, 


98,125 


124 


291 


21 


58 


494 


50 


MUHSTEB, 


100,816 


69 


230 


28 


79 


406 


40 


IJmTEn, 


189,184 


31 


345 


33 


211 


620 


33 


Connaught, 


113,997 


23 


143 


13 


78 


257 


23 


Total, . 


502,122 


247 


1,009 


95 


426 


1,777 1 


35 



Fi'om this table it appears that in 1873 there were 1,777 ejectments executed by 
Sheriffs in Ireland. The last column in the above table shows the proportion of eject- 
ments to the holdings exceeding 1 statute acre ; and it appears that this was highest 
in Leinster, where the proportion was 50 in every 10,000 of the holdings, and lowest in 
Connaught, where it was 26 in an equal number of holdings. 

In order, however, to obtain the total number of ejectments executed in Ireland during 
the year, it is necessary to add to the number (1,777) given in tlie above .summaiy the 
number (322) of warrants issued at Petty Sessions against cottier tenants for waste, non- 
payment of rent, and for overholding, under sectfcns 84, 85, and 86 of Statute 23 & 24 
Vic., c, 154, and the number (5,459) of warrants against overholding weekly tenants in 



* Tbom’a Statistics of Ireland, 1874, p. 782. 
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towns, under Statute 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15. This gives a total of 7,558 as the 
number of ejectments lor execution in Ireland in 1873. 

Of the number ol ejectments given in the above summary as executed, it appears that 
1,256 were for non-payment of rent, showing a very large increase on the number (800) 
in the preceding year. The 521 “other ejectments” showed a similar, but not so great, 
increase above the number 373 in the preceding year. In the case of cottier tenants 
and tenants in towns, it appears that the total number of ejectments was 5,781, showing 
an increase of 694 on the number in the preceding year. 



It further appeal's from the statistics that the proportion of ejectments and Civil Bill 
Decrees and Dismisses executed by the Sheriffs and by Special Bailiffe was as follows . 





EraoTMEsKi. 1 


u'd, Civil Bill 
Deer,,,, and 
DUmitus. 




Coart,. 


Civil Bill,. 


Slieriffs, . . . . - • -I 

Special Bailiffs, , I 

Total, ..... 


289 
63 1 


1,137 


11,424 

8,267 


12,850 

8,618 


342 


1,435 


19,691 


21,468 



Proceodings of 
Sheriffs other than 

summoned, 



The proceeding of Sheriffs in 1873 other than those having relation to 
summoned, and than those above referred to are returned as follows : — 



Courts held for Election of Coroners, . ■ 

„ of Memhera of Parliament, 

„ under Writ of Trial or Inquiiy, ' . ' , ' 

,, for Compensation under Lands Clauses, Companioa Act, &c.. 
Posse Oomitatus taken, ...••■ 

Wnts of Bxoration from Superior Courts, 

„ not of Execution, ..-••• 
Application to Court in Interpleader, .... 
lieplevin Bonds and AffidaTita of value, . - • - 



4 

16 

14 

27 

3,899 

11 

64 

51 



Jurors 



Decrees or Processes executed, viz. ; — 

■Writs of Habere executed by consent without disturbing Under-Tenant, 
Number of Uuder-Tenante acknowledging in such cases. 

Writs of Benewal after part execution, .... 

Injunctions from Landed Estates Court, and assistance from Chancery, 
Process under Lands Clauses Act, . . . . • 

Other Process or Order, ...... 



Jurors amumoned. Along with the jurors summoned by Sheriffs are included the jurors summoned to 
the Court of Quarter Sessions held by the Eecorder and to the Recorder’s Court, in the 
case of the boroughs of Belfast and Londonderry, which have separate Courts of Sessions 
of the Peace, although these are summoned by the aerk of the Peace of the borough. 

The total number of jurors returned or estimated in the table as summoned m the 
year is 61,103. The jurors summoned are distributed according to the purposes for 
which they were summoned, and so as to show as far as possible the division of duty 
between Special and Common Jurorsi. For this purpose it has been assumed that the 
Grand Jurors at Assizes are generally qualified as Special Jurors, though this is not 
necessarily the case. 



[Table. 
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1 Sr„,.Wu.o„. 












GondJuTOT 










Juren 


Jvaoas 8tN,Mor.a ,u i«3. 




QuailcrSeuiras, 








Commiuion 










"sr 






’JsS' 




Total, 


61,103 


18,641 


4,612 


23,263 


23,112 


13,085 


1,653 


Outside Dublin County and City. 
















Total, 


53,436 


17,669 


3,076 


20,746 


21,096 


11,355 


239 


Quarter Sessions, 'Recorder’s 
Court, and OiiHI Bill Court, 

Other purposes, . . , . 


34,316 

18,881 

239 


13,219 

4,460 


3,070 


■ 13,219 
7,526 


21,096 


11,355 


239 


In Dublin County and City. 
















Total, 


7,668 


972 


1,536 


2,608 


2,016 


1,730 


1,414 


Superior Courts and Dublin 
Commission Court, 

Quarter Sessions and Recorder’s 
Courts, .... 

Other purposes. 


6,390 

864 

1,414 


588 

384 


1,536 


2,124 

384 


1,536 

480 


1,730 


1,414 
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It appears from this table that of the 61,103 jurors summoned, 53,435, or 107 in the 
10,000 of the population were outside the county and city of Dublin, and 7,668, or 189 
in the 10,000 of the population in the county and city of Dublin. 

One of the causes of this larger summoning of jurors in Dublin— the summoning of 
market juries — was recommended to be abolished by the Juries (Ireland) Committee of 
the present Session, and another — the system of distinct panels for each of the Superior 
Courts—was proposed to be modified for England by Mr. Lopes’s Jury Bill of the present 
Session. 



Outside Dublin county and city, the purpose for which jurors were summoned is 
indicated by these figures— 34,315 for Quarter Sessions. Eecorders, and Civil Bill 
Courts ; 18,881 for Assizes, and 239 for other purposes. In Dublin county and city the 
Superior Courts and Commission Court required 5,390 ; the Quarter Sessions, Recorder’s, 
and Civil Bill Courts only 864, and the other purposes 1,414. 

The duty as between Special and other Jurors was thus distributed : 

23,253 
23,112 
23,086 

1,653 

Totid, ..... 61,103 

Cf the 23,253 summonses to Special Jurors, only 4,612 count in the rotation to save 
them fromservingin turn with other jurors, and for 18,641 summonses no credit is given, 
13,603 of these arise from their being summoned on Quarter Sessions Grand Juries 
and 5,038 frpm their attendance on Grand Juries at Assizes and the Dublin Tern 
Grand Juries recently reduced to a minimum, and the Dublin Commission Court. 

It thus appears the pressure of duty on Special Jurors in the eountv arises chiefly from 
Quarter Sessions Grand Juri^, and in Dublin from the system of distinct panels for each 
of the Superior Courts. 



Special Jurors (iucluding Grand Jurors at Assizes, assumed to be genei'ally of 
that class), 

Other JrU'ors, 

Either Special or other Jurors, according to rotation, 

Jurors summoned for other purjioses than Superior Courts, Assizes, Quarter 
Sessions, lie., not specified, 
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As to the revision of Jurors Lists and Books, complete returns have been obtained 
from all the Clerks of the Peace except for the county of Down ; an estimate of the total 
number on the General Jurors and Special Jurors Book has been introduced to supply 
this deficiency, but it was not possible to make a satisfactory estimate of the amount of 
revision or correction in the county of Down. 

The revision tliat took place in 1873 may be taken as affording a good measure of the 
effect of the Mai-quis of Hartington’s Jury Act of 1873, modifying the qualifications 
under Lord O’Hagan’s Act of 1871, and providing for the exclusion of persons who 
cannot read and write English, and for the Couit being fully informed of all gi-ounds of 
exemption or disqualification. 

It appears that the revision involved in all Ireland, except Dorvn, the striking off of 
20,496 out of 80,949* persons, or about 25 per cent.; there were only 14 added on 
revision. 

Besides tlrose struck off on revision, there were 762 struck off and I added to the 
64,233, on the General Jurors Book on correction, under section 15 of the Act of 1871. 
The result is to give the total number of jurors on the corrected General Jurors Books 
in all Ireland, 63,472. This is an increase of only 8,01 2 or 14 per cent, on the number 
on the General Jurors Lists in 1871 — the last under the old law — 55,460. 

In the case of 17,616 pemons on the Special Jurors- lists, except for county of Down, 
3,065 persons were struck off and 346 added, so that there was a net revision of 2,719, 
or 16 per cent. Tire books, including an estimate for Down, show 14,233 Special Jurors, 
and allowing for 291 struck off and 2 added on concction, under section 15 of Juries 
(Ireland) Act, 1871, the net number of Special Jurors may be estimated at 13,944. 
There are no statistics of the number under the previous law to compare this number 
with. 

There are no Manor Courts in Ireland since the Manor Courts Abolition Act of 1859. 
The following summaiy shows the business in 1873 in the eight Local Charter Courts, 
which were preserved by the Municipal Coiporation Eeform Act of 1840, viz. : — 
Clonmel Court of Conscience, Drogheda Court of Conscience, Dublin Lord Mayor’s 
Court, Dublin Court of Conscience, Kilkenny Court of Conscience, Limerick Court 
of Conscience, Londonderry Court of Conscience, and Wexford Court of Conscience. 
There were summonses issued, 7,187 against 8,513 in 1872 ; causes heard, 4,629; 
amount recovered, £3,235; executions issued, 537; fees collected, £539, against £658 
in 1872. 

The last table in the Appendix shows the civil business at the Courts of Petty 
Sessions, which is steadily increasing. The summonses issued were 79,882 in 1871, 
88,223 in 1872, and increased to 96,019 in 1873, which is very nearly one-third of the 
civil bills other than ejectments served from the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and 
Recorders, the number being, allowing for deficient returns, 243,336. Whilst the civil 
bills, other than ejectments served, decreased from 246,882 in 1871, to 243,336 in 1872. 

Civil cases at Petty Sessions other than proceedings against Cottier Tenants ; — 



Summonses issued, . . • . . 96,019 

Complaints lieard, .... 57,740 

Decrees made, ..... 41,135 

■Warrants issued, ..... 9,496 



Broceedings 
against cottier 



The table also shows the proceedings relating to cottier tenants under the Landlord 
and Tenant Act, 1860, (Stat. 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154,) under which cottier tenements may 
be summarily recovered at Petty Sessions for waste, for non-payment of rent, or for 
overholdhig. The cases for summary recovery of tenements in towns against weekly 
tenants, under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15, are also shown. 



• For Cork City names returned instead of persons. 
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A cottier tenant is defined by the 81st section of the Act of 1860 to be any person 
holding by agreement or memorandum in writing from the landlord a tenement con- 
sisting of a dwelling-house or cottage without land, or with any portion of land not 
exceeding half an acre statute measure, at a.rent not exceeding the rate of £5 by the 
year, for one month, or from month to month, or in like manner for any lesser period 
of time, the lairdlord undertaking to keep and maintain the dwelling-house or cottao-e 
in tenantable condition and repair. This definition is held not to include the case of 
weekly tenants, who are dealt with under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic.,'‘c. 92, sec. 15, already 
referred to. 

The proceedings against cottier and weekly tenants in 1873 appear from the returns 
to have been as follows ; — 
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Prooeodings 
against cottier 
tenants. 



SoMiunr Kecoteby of Poesessiom. 






Special BcililTe. 


Coaea in wtich 
etap ofBxecutioo. 


Cottier TenanU. 

Under Stat. 23 th 24 Vic., c. 154. 
Por 'Waste (sec. 84), 

For Non-pavmeut of Rent (sec. 86'i. . 


82 

122 


54 

45 


1 322 


no 


For Overiioiding (sec. 86), . 


1,076 


712 




Weekly Tenante. 

Under Stat. 14 <6 15 Ftc., c. 92, s. 15. 
For Ovsrliolding in Towns (sec. 15), . 


12,580 


8,722 


5.459 


95 


Total 


13,860 


9,633 


6,781 


205 



The returns further indicate the number of days on which Petty Sessions were not Atten<ianoe of 
held in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates, This number (1,014), as P(,tfy Ses*^* 
compared with 14,014 days on which Petty Sessions Courts other than Police Courts 
were held, gives a proportion of 7 per cent. ; but this proportion is differently distri- 
buted, and reaches 17 per cent, in the province of Connaught, as appears from the 
following table : — 



Provinces. 


PeU; Scasiona 
not held for 


Days on whlcU 


Proportion 
Sessions 
Doys on 
which SesaloQi 




269 


3,726 


Per MCI. 




239 


4,726 


5 




148 


3,419 




(ik>nnaught, 


358 


2,143 


17 


Total (607 Courts), 


1,014 


14,014 





The local jurisdiction in civil matters is divided in Connaught in the following Luo! ciril 



proportion ; — 






in Connaught. 


Total Local Civil Casra in Connaught 

Processes served for Chairmen of Counties and Recorders’ Courts 


68,926 


100' 




(exclusive of those served in Land Oas^ by private Bailiffs), . 


47,970 






Summonses for Petty Sessions (exclusive of Cottier Tenant Cases), 


20,949 


34 





When the Petty Sessions Courts occupy so important a position in disposing of one- 
third (34 per cent.) of the small civil cases of the poor, it is a very serious hardship 
on them when, as in Connaught, the Courts are on 17 per cent, of days appointed 
postponed from non-attendance of Magistrates. 

• Not including Dublin Metropolitan Police Dietriet (943), in which no local Magistrates eit at Police Court. 
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In this chapter of the Report, relating to Judicial Statistics, no attempt has been made, 
as in the chapters on Criminal Statistics, to compare the statistics of the proceedings of 
the Courts in Ireland and in England. 

As pointed out in preceding Reports, the very unequal application of modem legal 
reforms to the Courts of the two countries, has produced an amount of diversity of 
practice and procedure from the original common standard, which would make acomplete 
comparison very complicated and difficult, and render a partial comparison very likely 
to mislead. 

There is, besides, a circumstance connected with the statistics of the Courts not hitherto 
referred to in the Introductory Reports, calculated to produce a serious impediment to 
an accurate comparison. 

The inquiries of English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners in 1SC3 showed 
an arrear of business in the Superior Courts of Common Law in England. The statistics 
of 1872 indicate that, notwithstanding the increased number of Judges appointed since 
18C7, in consequence of the jurisdiction as to election petitions then confeiwed on the 
Judges of these Courts, there was still an arrear of business. 

The chief end of all common law proceedings is to lead up to a trial at “Nisi Prius, 
and to secure a proper verdict, and to carry out the judgment founded thereon. 

In the three Superior Courts of Common Law in England in 1872 no less than 145 
trials were postponed “ for want of time to try ” the cases. The fact of such a block of 
business liad, no doubt, a considerable efiectupon other postponements. The postpone- 
ments by consent amounted to 43, and the postponements by order of the Courts and 
causes stayed to 202. This forced stoppage of cases, again, led to cases being referred, 
but the statistics as to these are not shown separately from cases withdrawn. The 
number of witlidrawals, including cases referred, &c., amounted to 883. Th^e, with 121 
causes sbrack out, left only 1,147 causes tried out of 2,538 for trial. 

When a permanent arrear of bu.siness of this kind occurs, the statistics no longer 
indicate the natural amount of business that would be brought before the Courts if there 
was time to dispose of it. Again, the cases disposed of cease to be average cases, for in 
such a state of business there will be a strong tendency to postpone or refer to arbitmtion 
the most complicated cases and tliose most likely to occupy time. 

This is shown in the Court of Chancery in England, where the two heaviest and most 
complicated cases for winding up Insurance Companies, instead of being disposed of by 
the ordinary machinery of the Court, were by special Acts of Parliament respectively 
referred to arbitration. The cases were, however, .of such importance in a legal point of 
view, that the parties secured the services of ex-Lord Chancellors, and when one of 
tliese died, of an ex-Master of the Rolls, to act as arbitrators. 

The proceedings before these arbitrators, who were really acting as exti-a Chancery 
Judges, do not appear in the English Judicial Statistics, because, under the statutes in 
the respective cases, tliese eminent dignitaries were legally acting as private arbitrators, 
and hence the English statistics necessarily omit a large part of real Chancery busings. 

Thus there is in the Court of Chanceiy in England, as well as in the Superior Courts 
of Common Law, a clear indication of an inability, for want of time, to dispose of aU the 
business properly belonging to the Courts. 

In Ireland there is in some of the Courts a similai- indication of inability, in point of 
time, to dispose of the business. 

Thus, in the Court of Queen’s Bench m Ireland, out of 214 causes entered for trial in 
1873, 103 were sent to a second Judge to try, and only 22 were returned as tried in 
the primary Court, while the same number of 22 causes were returned as “ postponed 
for want of time to ti-y.” ' 

The Judicature Act passed for England and the Bill proposed for Ireland are calcu- 
lated, by facilitating the transfer of business from one Court to another, and hy extending 
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the period of the year for trials at Kisi Prius, to obviate some of the causes of these I'inr 
delays ; but in exact proportion to the extent of these changes, -Will the statistics of past 

years affected by the delays of procedure fail to afford a safe guide as to the amount of 

future business when the causes of delay have been removed. 

The Irish Land Act, by giving legal recognition to tenants’ claims for improvements Anticipated oifoot 
and under Tenant-right usages, has, besides the direct business of determining the of hisli hmd Act 
questions as to these subjects between landlord and tenant, brought the large amount reforms on busi- 
of tenants’ property thus recognised more completely within the jurisdiction of the 
Courts in suits for administration of tenants’ assets, in questions arising out of family 
arrangements and settlements and wills, and in creditor and bankruptcy proceedings. 

When the principles sanctioned by the English Judicature Act have been completely 
extended to Ireland, the full effect of this change will, from the size of Irish tenants’ 
holdings, appear chiefly in the increased business in the Civil Bill Courts of the Chair- 
men of Counties and Recorders, which correspond to the Enghsh County Courts. 

The appeals from the Irish County Courts ai-e heard by the twelve Judges of the 
Common Law Courts on Circuit or at the Consolidated Nisi Prius Courts in Dublin, in 
the form of reheariugs, and not, as in England, in the form of error from interior Courts — 
case stated, or mere appeal without rehearing. 

The new business arising from the complete recognition of tenants’ property, to the 
value of many millions, will, when the pending legal reforms are completed, thus have a 
large effect upon the business of the Irish County Courts and the Circuit Judges. 

Sir Colman O’Loghlen’a Act of the present Session conferring jni'isdiction on the Anticipated effect 
Irish County Courts in questions of right of way and title to land will have a further t 

effect in increasing the business of these Courts and the business on Circuit. of 1874, conferring 

This reform and the proposed reform of conferring on the Irish County Courts in^local'^Ooarte''''* 
equitable jurisdiction {like that possessed by the corresponding English and Scotch and of proposa! to 
Courts) to a limit that will include the cases where the amount in dispute cannot jVis'dioXn^n the 
bear the cost of Chancery proceedings, will confer a boon upon suitors of humble Courts, 

means, and will have a tendency to check some crimes of violence that arise from 
disputes being practicaDy decided by force when the costs of the proceedings in the 
Superior Courts applicable to the case would be so disproportionate to the matter in 
dispute as to be ruinous to one or often to both parties. 

That the devolving on the local Courts of these appropriate jurisdictions will not 
have any tendency to diminish the business of the superior Courts, appears from the 
operation of the Act of 1870 for remitting actions for small amoimts to local Couids. 

In 1869, before the Act passed, the number of cases tried at J^isi Piius in Dublin and 
on Circuit was 599. In the three years ended 1873, while there were on an average 
157 cases a year remitted to local Coui-ts, the number of cases tried on the averaire of 
the three years increased to 627. 
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SUMMARI. 

The following is a Summary of the principal results noticed in the preceding 
Report : — 

CHAPTER I,— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 

1. The amount of serious crime up to the end of 1873 showed a decrease for three 
yeai's in succession. The number of indictable offences not disposed of summarily 
(6,042) was 774 less than in the preceding year, 1,789 less than the average of the 
preceding five years, 2,801 below the average of four years ended 1867, and 3,923 below 
the number (10,865) only ten years ago, in 1864. 

2. Comparisons have been made with the corresponding statistics in England and 
Wales, to tost whether this is only a relative or an absolute improvement, with the 
following results : — 

(a.) The number of indictable offences not disposed of summarily in Ireland in 1873 
above referred to (6,942) is 3,335, or 32 per cent., below (10,277) the number in 1872 
in a poi:tion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

(li.) The number punished for serious offences in Ireland (2,541) is 488, or 16 per cent., 
below (3,029) the number in an equal amount of the English population on an average 
of five years ended 1872. 

(c.) The excess in the English average is in the heavier classes of punishment. Thus 
in sentences for two years and above one, the English number (295) is about four times 
the Irish number (77). 

(d.) The English proportionate number of sentences of penal servitude (412) was 
much higher than the Irish number (231). The English proportionate number of 
sentences of death in the five years’ average ended 1872 was 5 ; the Iiisli number for 
1873 was 4, and for five years ended 1873 it was only 3, In penal servitude for life, the 
the Irish number for 1873 (5) was above the English average for five years ended 1872 
(2) ; but the Irish average for five years ended 1872 was only 1, and for five years ended 
1873, including the above large number in 1873, was only 1^. 

3. Taking the Irish average of sentences for five years ended 1373 — 3 sentences of 
death and penal servitude for life — these figures conti-ast very favourably with the 
latest Belgian figures, which, making allowance for the population of Ireland being 8 per 
cent, more than that of Belgium, would give 13 sentences of deatli and 22 sentences of 
imprisonment for life as the proportionate figures for the population of Ireland. Even 
the exceptionally large figures of 4 sentences of death and 5 sentences of penal servitude 
for life, in 1873, contrast favourably with these so much larger figures. 

4. A comparison, commenced in previous Reports, has been made between the crime 
of Ulster (1873) and Scotland (1872). The total offences of all kinds, indictable and 
disposed of summarily, in Ulster was 66,615, as compai-ed with the proportionate Scotch 
figure, 70,169. Ulster presented an unfavourable feature in murder and attempts at 
murder — 51, as compared with 45 in Scotland ; but. when culpable homicide in Scotland, 
manslaughter in Ireland, and all offences against human life are added, the Scotch pro- 
portionate figure for a population equal to Ulster is 94, and the Ulster figure only 76. 
Crimes against veracity were only 2 in Ulster, as compared with 1 7 in Scotland. Crimes 
against morals are only 29 in Ulster, as compared with 103 — the Scotch proportionate 
figure. Offences against property were only 3,961 in Ulster, as compared with the 
Scotch figure, 12,059 ; and Police offences, including riots, assaults, and violation of 
discipline under Acts of Parliament, were in Ulster 52,547, as compared with the Scotch 
figure, 57,896. 
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5. The improvement in the crime of Ireland in the past ten years has taken place in 
all those matters to ■which the attention of Parliament has been specially directed. 

(n.) Treasonable offences exceeded 500 in number in I860 and 1867. There had been 
a complete subsidence of this class of crime in 1872, and no such offences have been 
returned by the Police for 1873. 

(i>.) The number of agrarian outrages specially reported has been for the past two 
years on an average 255, whilst in 1862 and 1863 the number was on an average 356. 

(c.) The improvement is specially marked in the districts which have been under the 
special provisions of the Peace Preservation Act, 1870, for upwards of three years. In 
the counties of Cavan, King’s County, Mayo, Meath, and Westmeath (the first two of 
■which have been partially, and the last three wholly proclaimed since 1870), the number 
of indictable offences not disposed of summarily was in 1869, 839, and in 1873 it had 
fallen to 368, showing a reduction of 56 per cent. In the rest of Ireland during the 
same time, the reduction in similar offences was from 8,339 to 6,574, or only 21 per cent. 

(cl.) The town of Belfast, and the counties of Antrim and Down, parts of which ■were 
specially proclaimed in August and September, 1872, owing to the Belfast party riots, 
show a marked diminution in serious crime— from 449 indictable offences not disposed of 
summarily in 1872, to 238 in 1873. 

6. The number of offences determined summarily in Ireland in 1873, presents an Increase in 
™fa7om-iible contmst to the results already noticed as to serious offences. There ™ 

an increase in offences determined summarily of 12,373, raising the number to 223,843, 
a higher number than in the two preceding years, and to 440 in the 10,000 of population^ 
a higher proportion than in any year for ten years, except 1867, when the proportion 
reached 473. 

7. The statistics show that the whole of this increase maybe ascribed to drunkenness Estout to u-liic]i 
and the offences connected therewith. The increase in convictions for drunlcenness alone 

was 12,334, and in violation of Licensed Victuallers and Beer Acts 625, or, taken too'ether druakennoss. 
12,959 ; while the total increase to be accounted for is, as above noticed, only 12,373. 

8. Connected with this increase of drunkenness, is to be observed an increase In all *^‘**®I statistics 
the minor offences that marlr a lowering of moral tone in society ; thus, there was an drunkcna^esron 
increase of 38, or 17 per cent., in violation of the Lord’s Day Act, an increase of 82, 

or 19 per cent., in aggravated assaults on women and children, an increase of 89 or 
9 per cent., in cases of cruelty to animals, and an increase of 224, or 9 per cent., in 
convictions of prostitutes under the Vagrants Act. 

9. The effect of drunkenness appears again in the most serious crimes. Of the four 
cases of persons sentenced to death, two were partially ascribed to this vice. In the 
case of the man who murdered his wife, the Judge ascribed the crime to habits of 
drunkenness, and in the case of the man who murdered his neighbour, the juiy recom- 
mended him to mercy, on the grounds of absence of previous bad-feeling, and that both 
parties had been drunk together before the crime was committed. 

10. The great preponderance of drunkenness as a source of offences and crimes appears 
from some otlier figures. Of 13,696 men of ascertained bad character proceeded a<>-ain8t 
in Ireland on indictment and summarily, no less than 5,739, or 42 per cent., were habitual 
drunkards not included amongst other classes. Again, of the entire number (223,843) 
of offences determined summarily in Ireland in 1873, no less than 95,623, or 43 percent., 
were for drunkenness or being drunk and disorderly. 

11. In the number of prosecutions for drunkenness, Ireland contrasts most unfavour- Eff«tof Jrtinken- 
ably with England and Wales, the number in a portion of the population of Endand 

and Wales equal te that of Ireland being only 36,135, or 60,488 less. On the rther 
hand, the array of habitual drunkards the Police have to contend with is greater in 
England and Wales— 7,119 men for the same amount of population as we have 5 739 
men returned for in Ireland. 
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] 2. Habitual drunkenness as a cause of crime is not confined to men, but appears 
amongst women also. Amongst the women ofasceitainedbadchai’aeterproceededagainst, 
there were, of those not classed as prostitutes, 1,733 habitual drunkards ; and if these 
be added to prostitutes, 7,999, it appears that 9,145, or 71 per cent., of 13,713 women of 
bad character proceeded against, wore either habitual drunkards or prostitutes. 

13. The statistics as to habitual drunkards have immediate importance, from inquiries 
made recently on the subject by the Select Committee of the House of Commons, as 
noticed in the Eeport on the Criminal Stafetiesfor 1871, and from the recommendations 
made by that Committee. 

14. The comparison of crime in difierent counties and jurisdictions in Ireland, with 
population, indicates the same marked features that have been particularly noticed in the 
past tluee years — the extent to which crime is concentrated in towns in Ireland. Thus, 
whilst the average in all Ireland of indictable offences not disposed of summarily was 
12'8, the crime of the Dublin Metropolitan District reached il2'8 in the 10,000 of 
population, or above eight times the average of Ireland ; and it gives a more definite 
conception of the matter to notice that of the 6,942 indictable offences not disposed of 
summarily in Ireland, 3,806, or more than half, occurred in the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police District. 

(a.) That this is only part of a general law, of whicli Dublin is an extreme case, is shown 
by some other figures. The excess of crime in town districts, as compared with the 
adjoining county, is in the case of Dublin, 92 per cent. ; in Cork, 66 per cent, ; in 
Galway, 64 per cent.; in Belfast, 54 per cent.; in Waterford, 54 per cent.; and in 
liimerick, 25 per cent. 

(i.) In offences disposed of summarily the same law holds. Thus, the excess of 
summary offences in the towns as compared witli the adjoining counties shows in 
Waterford an excess of 74 per cent., in Dubhn of 67, in Belfast of 67, in Limerick 
of 63, in Galway of 56, in Cork of 53, and in Drogheda 40 per cent. 

(o.) So that the great problem indicated by the statistics of Irish crime in 1873 is how 
to deal with town crime, especially dninkenness and the crimes connected therewitli. 

CHAPTER II.— MODES OE PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME. 

1. (a.) Special proclamations under the Second Part of the Peace Preservation Act 
were revoked in 1873 for districts comprising parts of the counties of Longford, 
Roscommon, Sligo, and Tipperary. 

(b.) The town of Belfast and pai-ts of the counties of Antrim and Down, which were 
specially proclaimed in August and September, 1872, owing to party riots in Belfast, 
show a marked diminution of proceedings under the Act, from 118 in part of 1872 to 
31 in the whole of 1873. 

(c.) In the districts specially proclaimed in 1873, comprising pai-ts of the counties of 
Clare, Limerick, and Tipperary, the proceeding under the Act were 89. 

(d.) In the districts under special proclamation for three years and upwards, comprising 
parts of the county of Cavan and King’s County, and the whole of the counties of Mayo, 
Meath, and Westmeath, the proceedings under the Act were, in 1871, 671 ; in 1872, 
468 ; and in 1873, 294. 

2. The statistics of Coroners’ inquests show 2,936 in Ireland, being 51 per cent, fewer 
than 5,976 in a corresponding portion of England and Wales in the preceding year. The 
difference (3,040) is chiefly caused by the large excess in accidental deaths in England 
and Wales (1,731) and deaths from causes not specified in the returns (732) ; the 
accidental deaths arising from the greater proportionate use of railways and machinery, 
and greater crowding of traffic in the streets in large towns. 

(a.) The most unfavourable feature in the returns as to Ireland is the number of 
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verdicts of manslaughter, 56, as compai-ed with 41 in a corresponding portion ot 
England and Wales, and of deaths from want, cold, and exposure, 76 in Ireland as 
compaied with the English, number, 55. ’ 

(S.) The teeult of inquests in the c«se of infanta has been onrefnily m.alysed, nccordinq 
os the inquests were hold on legitiinote or illegitinnite children, ond it oppeors that, 
allorvmg for the proportion of logitiinnte and illogitiiaoto births in Ireland, the eicass 
of verdicts of infanticide and of death from want, cold, and esposnre, were, in the case 
of illegitimate children, 99 per cent, above the proportion amongst legitimate children. 

3. The proportion of persons apprehended who were dischai-ged for want of evidence 
in England and Wales, 22 per cent, of men and 29 per cent, of women. Is larger than 
the proportion of 14 pet cent, of men and 17 pet cent, of women dieohaiged for want 
of evidence m Ireland ; the diffarenoo being, no doubt, caused by prosecutions conducted 
by private pasties, os m England, faihng oftener at this early stage for want of evidence 
than when conducted by public prosecutors, in Ireland. 

4. The disposal of persons apprehended for serious crimes shows a great daferonoe in 
the proportions of those bailed for trial, 40 pet cent, of men and 16 of women in 
Ireland, as compar-ed with 7 per cent, of men and 4 per cent of women in England 
and Wales, with a corresponding difference in the opposite direction in the immbor 
oommiHsd for trial. This dfferenoe indicates very dearly tlie lose serious character, in 
Ireland than in England, of the crimes for which, or the more doubtful evideuce on 
which parties wore made amenable for seifoue crimes in Ireland, as compared with 
England and Wales. 

5. (a.) The proportion acquitted amongst the persons tried in Ireland in 1873, 30 per 
cent., is large as compared with 22-7 per cent, in England and Wales ; but this is above 
the average of acquittals in Ireland since 1864, which was 26-3 per cent., and the minimum 
of 22'8 per cent, was reached in Ireland in 1870, nearly corresponding with the propor- 
tionate number in England and Wales in 1872. 

(&.) In this comparison the larger proportion discharged in the first instance in England 
and Wales for want of evidence, and the less certain evidence on which parties are sent 
for trial in Ireland, as above noticed, is to be borne in mind. 

(c.) The Belgian statistics for 1873 show the acquittals for an average of six years 
ended 1869 (tlie latest date given), in the Court of Assizes tliere, to he 26'5 per cent , 
slightly above 26'3, the average of Ireland since 186-1. 

6. It appears from the particulars given as to the four cases in which sentence of death 
was passed in 1873, that one was for a murder in connexion with a bank robbery; two 
were for murders in which drunkenness appeared, as already noticed, amongst the causes 
of the crime; the fourth was a murder by a blind man, connected with a dispute about 
some bog. It was one of a class of crimes arising from want of jurisdiction in the local 
Courts to try questions of title to land or hog or rights of way. This want of jurisdic- 
tion has been removed to a large extent by Sir Colman O’Loghlen’s Civil Bill Court Act 
of the present Session of Parliament. 
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, 7. A comparison of the results of proceedings against men and boys, as compared DUpo.l 

ruth proceedings against viomen and girls, gives the following results as to punish- "ws and 

merits ; — ^ eampared 

, , a. 1 X , lisiMSal of 

(a.) The women sentenced to penal semtude in 1872 were 10'2 per cent, of the whole 
number of women tried for iudiotablo offences, whilst the men so sentenced were only 
4-6 per cent, of the men tried. In 1873 tile proportions showed less difforenee, the 
proportion of women being 7'8 per cent., and of men 6'0 per cent. ' 

(b.) The higher proportion of women in both years is apparently to be explained by 
the much larger proportion of habitual criminals amongst women than amongst men, 

(c.) In the punishments for offences detemined summarily, there is a much lai-ger 
proportion of commitments as compar-ed with minor punishments amongst women than 
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Pabt I. amongst men, the former being 23'3 per cent, of the persons convicted, and the latter 

CsutiNAL ojjIy 7'2 per cent., showing a disparity of 16-1 per cent. 

ST.vTi8Ticg. numbers fined present an opposite contrast, the men fined being 861 per 

Summary 0 } persons committed, and the women only 58-8 per cent. 

(e.) These great differences arise partly from the offences of this class being to a large 
Punisliments of extent violations of Koad Acta, Hackney Can-iage Acta, and Nuisance Acts, matters of 
cTnTprJd! violation of discipline, which men, from their employments, are more likely to commit 

than women, and for which fines are either the only or the suitable punishment. Amongst 
the classes prosecuted for offences for which summary convictions take place, men are 
generally better able to pay fines than women, and so axe more likely to escape 
imprisonment. 
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CHAPTER III— CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT, 

AND KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. 

1. Of the 13,124 persons in difl'erent places of confinement in Ireland at the end of 
1873, 4,360, or 33'2 per cent., were in industrial schools, and 3,869, or29'5 per cent, in 
lunatic asylums; so that 8,229, or 62'7 per cent, of the entire number, were detained 
to prevent them falling into crime, rather than as a punishment. 

2. Of the 30,200 commitments of ordinary criminals other than those remanded and 
discharged, who were committed to county and town gaols at any time during the year 
1873, 17,118, or about 57 per cent., were commitments of persons who had been pre- 
viously committed with more or less frequency. 

(a.) In the case of men, 30 per cent, of the re-commitments were of men who had 
been committed five times or upwards, and amongst the women, 39 per cent, of the 
re-commitments wore of women who had been previously committed five times or 
upwards. 

(6.) These results indicate very plainly that some further legislation is required in 
dealing with habitual criminals. Those committed above five times appear suited for 
the extension to adults of the criminal class of the refomatory system which lias been 
so successfully applied to young pOTSons. 

3. The number of lunatics detained in Ireland as criminal or as dangerous (when 
committed by Justices for being so and having an intent to commit a crime), was at the 
end of 1873, 3,869 ; the corresponding number in a portion of the population of England 
and Wales equal to that of Ireland, was in 1872, 158. This laige difference appears to 
arise from the following differences between the laws of the two countries. 

(a.) In England and Wales Justices have power, under the English Lunatic Asylums 
Act of 1853, to send a pauper lunatic to an asylum on a certificate that he is deemed to 
be a lunatic and a proper person to be sent to an asylum (sec. 67), and to send to 
asylums lunatics (whether paupers or not) wandering at large, not being properly cared 
for or being cruelly treated (sec. 68) ; and stringent penalties are imposed upon medical 
officers and overseers of the poor, &o., who omit to give notice, so as to have the above 
classes of lunatics brought before Justices. The Justices in England have, consequently, 
not to wait for evidence “ of derangement of mind accompanied vnth an intent to commit 
a crime ” in order to commit a lunatic, under the powers conferred on them by the 
EngUsh Act of 1838 (1 & 2 Vic., c. 14). 

In Ireland Justices have no powers similar to those under the English Lunatic 
Asylums Act of 1853, of sending lunatics as such to asylums ; theii- power, under the 
Irish Act of 1868 (30 & 31 Vic., c. 1 18), is, limited to the case of persons who have 
derangement of mind and an intent to commit a crime, and who are dangerous lunatics 
or dangerous idiots. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



101 



Part I. 

CsiKIHAL 

SlAlTSMCa. 



These words are more stringent than those in the corresponding English Act of 1838, 
a ove referred to, which limit the word “ dangerous ” to idiots, and allow an insane person 
to be committed when an intent to commit a crime is proved, though there is no 
certificate of the person being dangerous. Summary oj 

The result of this difference of the law appears in the contrast of 1,219 lunatics being 
Justices as dangerous in Ireland in 1873, while the Justices in England 
an Wales had not to commit a single lunatic ss dangerous. orimiaal and 

(6.) Under the English Act of 30 Vic,, c. 12, »H lunatics whose sentences hsTe expired 
cease to bo treated as criminal lunatics, whether transmitted to a District Asylum from Eagland, traced to 
the English Central Asylum or from gaols. a differenoa ia the 

r T e . ,, . ® laws ot the two 

in Ireland those only who are sent from the Irish Central Asylum at Dundrum, under ““''Wies. 
the order of the Lord Lieutenant in Council of the 18th August, 1870, cease to be treated 
as criminals ; but where lunatics have been sent from gaols to asylums in Ireland, they 
are still classed as criminals, notwithstanding the expiration of the sentence, for want, 

It would appear, of statutable provisions applicable to Ireland as extensive as the English 
Act of 30th Vic., c. 12. 

(c.) To the result of the Irish law postponing the power of committing lunatics till 
they become dangerous may be traced the excess of tlie actual number of lunatics who 
are charged with committing crimes in 1873, 80, whilst the proportional English number 
for 1872 (including the insane charged with an intent to commit a crime) was only 50. 

(d.) ^ These results indicate the importance of extending to Ireland the preventive 
provisions of the English Lunatic Asylums Act of 1853 ; of modifying the provisions of 
the Irish Act of 1868 to correspond with the provisions of the English Act of 1838; and 
of amending the Irish law as to lunatics whoso sentences have expired, so as to correspond 
with the English Act (Stat, 30th Vie., c. 12). 

4. In 1873 there has been steady progress in the reformatory school system in Ireland, Reformatory 
the number in schools at the close of the year showing an increase of 40. It appears, 
however, that there is still scope for further extension of the principle; only 21 per 
ceni., or somewhat less than one-fourth of the offenders under 16 yeai-s of age who 
were sent to gaols were sent on to the reformatories. 

(a.) In applying the reformatory principle to juvenile offenders, Ireland is now, however, 
much in advance of England and Wales ; out of 9,427 children under 16 years ol age 
committed to gaols in England and Wales in 1871-72 only 1,405, or 16 per cent were 
sent on to reformatories, whilst in Ireland the proportion, as above noticed, has reached 
21 per cent. 






5. The state of education of children committed to reformatories is returned, and as they State of education 
must all be under 16, and 92 per cent, of them were over 10, they afford a better test 

than industrial schools (where the children are younger) or gaols (where the persons 
committed are of all ages) of the results of our existing system in securing the education 
of those who, if neglected, form the dangerous classes of the population. 

(a.) It appears that of the total number committed to reformatories witliin the year 
1873, 52 per cent, of the boys, and 50 of the girls were wholly uneducated. 

(6.) In England and Wales, where the attention of School Boards is specially directed to 
the education of the neglected classes, the proportion of children committed to reforma- 
tories in 1872, who could neither read nor write, was only 47'6 per cent, of boys, and 
43‘9 of gilds. In connexion with the greater want of education amongst the juvenile 
criminals in Ireland thus indicated, the great development of industrial schools in 
Ireland must be recognised as one means of securing the education of the most helpless 
and neglected children. 

6. The entire criminal population on one day in Ireland in 1873, appears to have been Imb sml En list 
31 in every 10,000 of the population against 37 in every 10,000 of the population of 

England and Wales in 1872. wmpar'T 

0 
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(a.) The result of the Irish system of public prosecutions and more numerous Police is, 
that of every 31 persons known as criminal, or treated as liable to fall into crime, in 
Ireland, 20 are in confinement and only 11 at large to prey on the public; while in 
England, of every 37 persons known as criminal, or treated as liable to fall into crime, 
only 1 7 are in confinement and 20 are at large. We need not, therefore, be surprised at 
the figures already quoted, showing that the amount of serious crime in Ireland is 
32 per cent, less than in England and Wales, when it appears that about double the 
number of the classes known to be criminal, or treated as liable to fall into crime, are 
at large at any one time in an equal proportion of the population in England and Wales 
as in Ireland. 

CHAPTER IV.— COST OF THE REPRESSION OF CRIME. 

1. The result above indicated of having only half the proportion of criminals at large, 
and 32 per cent, less of serious crime in Ireland than in England and Wales, is not 
secured without a larger proportion of expense. 

(a.) The English cost of prosecution,? in • a portion of the population equal to that of 
Ireland, is £31,377, or 39 per cent. less. This arises chiefly from the existence of the 
system of public prosecutions, directed by the Attorney-General and conducted by Crown 
Solicitors and Crown Counsel, in Ireland, on a plan similar to the Scotch system. 

The English system of inti'usting prosecutions so largely to private parties is, however, 
condemned by the highest authorities, and plans more or less resembling the Irish and 
Scotch system are proposed for remedying it. 

(A) The English proportionate cost of Police is £416,141, or 42 per cent. less. This 
arises from the Police in Ireland being 26 in every 10,000 of the population, while in 
England and Wales the proportion is only 12. 

(< 3 .) The cost of persons in confinement other than lunatics, is £15,886, or 5 per 
cent, less in England and Wales. This arises from what is above noticed, that while 
the criminal classes at lai'ge in England and Wales are so much greater in number, the 
criminals in confinement are only 17 in the 10,000 of population, while they are 20 in 
the 10,000 of population in Ireland. 

2. The cost of prosecutions is very differently divided in the two countries. 

(a.) In Ireland only 9 per cent. (£7,649) is spent on Coroners’ inquests, and £73,536, 
or 91 per cent, on prosecutions in Criminal Courts, while in all England and Wales 37 
per cent. (£78,535) is spent on Coroners’ inquests, and only 63 per cent. (£135,642) on 
])rosecutions in Criminal Courts. 

(&.) The important position which the ancient Coroners’ tribunal for inquiry and 
prosecution in case of sudden or suspicious death occupies in England, arises from the 
necessity of guarding against the compromising of crimes by private prosecutors, to 
whom in the English system such prosecutions are almost exclusively intrusted. In 
Scotland where the system of public prosecutions as a rule prevails, there are no 
Coroners, and all inquiries into cases of sudden or suspicious death are conducted by 
the Crown Solicitor (there called Procurator-Fiscal), the same person who has afterwards 
to prepare the prosecution, should a crime be disclosed. 

(c.) In Ireland there is in all important cases the expense of both systems, with com- 
plications and divided responsibility, and, if the person accused happens to be arrested 
before the inquest, a conflict of jurisdiction. 

3. The cost of places of confinement, other than lunatic asylums, is also very differently 
divided in the two countries. 

(a.) . The total excess of expenditure in Ireland above the amount in a portion of the 
population of England and Wales equal to the Irish population, £15,886, is caused 
entirely by the expenditure on preventive institutions — the reformatory and industrial 
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aohools-the excess in Ireknd is £87,136. There is, on the other hmd, m excess in the 
proportionste figure for England end Wales in the expenditure on places of actual 
punishment, ns., on convict prisons of £30,841, and on gaols, brideivells, and in 
Ireland, Tour Courts Marshalsea, of £40,409, 

(b.) In the Four Courts Marshalsea, owing to the modifications of the law as to 
zmpnsomnent for debt, the prisonei-s fell in 1873 to 20, and the average cost rose to 
£118 per prisoner, but the prison has been abolished by an Act of tho present Session. 



PART II.^UDICIAL STATISTICS. 

1. The Judicial Statistics of Ireland have not been compared with the Judicial 1'aetII. 
Statistics of England and Wales in the same manner as the Criminal Statistics of tho ' 
two countiies. Statisiiob. 

(a.) The very unequal application of modern legal reforms to the Courts of the two Summary of 
countries has produced an amount of diversity of practice and procedure from the ~ 
original common standard, which would make a complete comparison very complicated 
and difficult, and a partial comparison very likely to mi,slead. • risof oAhe'lrir 

{h) Notwithstanding the increased number of Judges appointed in England since , 

1867, after the Election Petition jurisdiction was added, the main business of the o" tte same plan 
Superior Courts of Common Law in England— trials at “Nisi PnW”— was, in 1872, in “£ CrS’“ ’ 
a state of arreai- very similar to that which existed at the time of the inquiries of tho Statistic”""" 
English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners in 1863. There were in tlie three 
Superior Courts of Common Law in 1872, no less than 145 trials postponed for “want 
of time to try them. This was in addition to 43 postponements by consent and 202 
postponements by order of the Court and causes stayed. This forced stoppage of cases 
led to cases being refen-ed instead of being tried, but the statistics as to these are not 
shown separately from the cases withdrawn. 

(c.) When a pennanent ai-rear of business of this kind occurs, the statistics no longer 
indicate the natural amount of business that would be brought before the Courts if there 
was time to dispose of it promptly. Again, the cases disposed of cease to be average 
cases, for in such a state of business there will be a strong tendency to postpone or reffir 
to arbitration the most complicated cases, and those most likely to occupy time. 

{d) In the Court of Chancery in England, the two heaviest and most complicated 
cases for winding-up Insurance Companies, instead of being disposed of by the ordinary 
machinery of the Court, were, by special Acts of Parliament, refen-ed to arbitration. 

The proceedings before the arbitrators are thus necessarily excluded from the English 
Judicial Statistics, though from the high status of the arbitrators, ex-Chancellors and 
an ex-Master of the Rolls, the business disposed of by them is real Chancery business, 
and they have been really acting as extra Chancery Judges. 

(e.) In Ireland there is in some of the Courts a similar indication of inability, in point 
of time, to dispose of the business. In the Court of Queen’s Bench, out of 214 causes 
entered for trial in 1873, 103 were sent to a second Judge to try, and only 22 were 
returned as tried in the Primary Court, while the same number (22 causes) were returned 
as postponed from want of time to try. 

2. The jurisdictions connected with the Superior Courts that are pecuUar to Ireland • 

are the Landed Estates Court, and the mode of hearing appeals from the Local Courts peculiaftr” 
by the twelve Common Law Judges on circuit, or at the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court 

in Dublin in the form of rehearings of the cases, and not, as in England, in London only, 
and in the form of error from an inferior Court, case stated, or mere appeal without 
rehearing. 

3, (a.) The purohase-money in the Landed Estates Court, in 1873, wae £1,713,000, l,u 4 .d 

Q 2 Court. 
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showing an increase of £597,000 above £1,116,000, the average of five years ended 1872, 
and of £424,000 above £1,289,000, the average of five years ended 1367. 

(b ) The increase since the passing of the Land Act of 1870 has been very rapid and 
progressive. The purchase-money fell to £757,000 in that year; in 1871 it rose to 
£1 109,000 ; in 1872 to £1,452,000 ; and in 1873 to 1,713,000. 

(e.) The number of years’ purchase has also risen. At the commencement of the 
Court from 24th February, 1850, to 2nd of November, 1852, the number of years’ 
purchase was I7f years; after the unfavourable year of 1863 it fell to 13| years; for 
the average offive years ended 1867, it was 17^ years; of five years ended 1872, 18 years; 
and for the year 1873, 20 years’ purchase. 

(rf) The increase since the passing of the Land Act has been veiy marked, ihe 
number of years’ purchase realized fell, in 1870, to 16^ years ; in 1871 it was 18| years; 
in 1872, 19 years ; and in 1873, 20 years. 

4 (a.) The rebearings of cases from Local Courts, called appeals, by the twelve Common 
Law Judges on circuit were, in 1873, 543, showing a large increase upon the number 498 
in 1872, and following increases in 1872 and 1871. The number in 1863 was only 406. 

(6.) Besides the direct increase from the new jurisdiction of Land Sessions, and the 
rehearings of cases therefrom on circuit, this branch of circuit and judicial business is- 
calculated to be affected by the indirect operation of the Land Act. The legal recognition 
of tenants’ claims for improvements, and of their interests under Tenant-right usages has 
brought a large amount of property within the direct operation of law, and from the 
size of Irish tenants’ holdings, the change will be chiefly felt in the Local Courts, 
especially when the principles sanctioned by the English Judicature Act have been 
completely extended to Ireland ; hut every increase in the Local Courts of new classes 
of business not hitherto iii any Court involves an increase of circuit business in the form 
of rehearings of cases from Local Courts. 

[ 5. (a.) The number of causes tried on circuit in 1873 was 374, shovdng a marked 

increase on the numbers in preceding years— 1870, 320 ; 1871, 333; 1872, 304; and 
comparing with ten yeai-s ago, in 1863, 288. 

(6.) The number of causes tried both in Dublin and on circuit, 654 (notwithstanding 
the number of causes postponed for want of time to try, and for other causes above 
referred to), was large as compared with preceding years — 585 in 1870 ; 647 in 1871 ; 
555 in 1872 ; and 547 in 1863. 

(c.) The amount for which verdicts were given (£74,341) was also large, the amounts 
having been in 1870, £40,632; in 1871, £40,404; in 1872, £34,171; and in 1863, 
£49,536. 

(d.) The total number of writs of summons and plaint returnable, 19,920, showed an 
increase on the numbers in preceding years, viz. : — 15,510 in 1870; 15,108 in 1871 , 
17,136 in 1872; and 16,671 in 1863. 

. 6, (a.) There was a decrease in the Court business in Chancery of 161 proceedings, 
reducing the number of petitions, bills, infomations, and special cases heard and orders 
made without petitions, from 1,568 to 1,417, This number is, however, higher than the 
number of similar proceedings in 1871 (1,343). 

(b.) The number of orders drawn up in the Registrar’s Office, 2,433, also showed a 
decrease, except as to 1871. The numbers in earher years were, 2,538 in 1870 ; 2,417 
in 1871 ; 2,663 in 1872; and 3,132 in 1863. 

(c ) There was a falling-off in the number of proceedings in the Chambers of the Lord 
aancellor, the Master of the Rohs, and the Vice-Chancellor, as measured by summonses, 
of 380, reducing the number of them in 1873 to 1,412, but the number of appointments 
(by summons, adjournment, or otherwise) disposed of increased by 31 to 4-,131. 

(d.) The number of orders made in Chambers, whether drawn up by Registrars or m 
Chambers, showed a decrease as compared with 1872, but an increase as compared with 
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1870 and 1871. The numbers were, 922 in 1873 j 722 in 1870; 919 in 1871 ; and 992 
in 1872. On the other hand, there was a Vfery large increase in the amount of property 
in accounts (other than Receivers’) passed from £342,048, estimated amount for 1872, 
to £685,901 in 1873. 

7. The satisfactory working of Lord O’Hagan’s Lunacy Act of 1871 is shown in the 
increased number of lunatics rmder the jurisdiction of the Court at the end of 1 873 — 21 
more than at the end of 1872, and 43 more tlian at the end of 1871 ; the entire number, 
however, whose property is under legal protection, 198, is still very small. 

8. The number of minors under the protection of the Court increased from 1,032 at 
the end of 1872 to 1,067 at the end of 1873. As there were only 467 minor matters, 
it would appear that the latter number of families of minors are all that are protected 
by the Court. 

9. (a.) There was an increase in the business of the Registry of Judgments OfRce, 
indicated by an increase in the gross amount of stamp duty, from £3,437 in 1872, to 
£3,780 in 1873. 

(Ji.) The most important figure is the increase of 1,146 in Negative Searches on 16s. Qd- 
stamps, limited to such acts as affect real estates, showing that this form of search is 
coming rapidly into use under the reform and new books introduced by the Registrar, 
Mr. Mark Perrin. 

10. (a.) The statistics of the Probate Court show a considerable increase in probates 
and letters of administi-ation in the District Registries — from 2,001 in 1872 to 2,152 
in 1873, or an increase of 151, which more than counterbalanced the decrease in the 
Principal Registry of 61 from 1,869 in 1872, to 1,808 in 1873. 

(h.) The number granted at the Principal Registry was still above the numbers in 
earlier years, viz., 1,782 in 1870, 1,773 in 1871, and 1,647 in 1863. 

11. The number of causes instituted in the High Court of Admiralty shows an increase 
on the numbers in preceding years — 76 in 1873, 46 in 1870, 48 in 1871, 44 in 1872, and 
55 in 1863. 

12. Under the new Bankruptcy Act there was a large increase in the Court business, 
from 2,438 sittings before the Court in 1872, to 4,633 sittings before the Court in 1873. 
This increase of 2,195, after setting off the falling-off of 480 sittings before the Court in 
Dublin for insolvency cases, left a net increase of sittings before the Court of 1,715. 

13. In the House of Lords, the judgments delivered in Irish appeals were — 1 confirm- 
ing a decree of the Irish Chancery Appeal Court, with variations, and 1 reversing a decree 
of the same Court with declaration and remit. There were 4 appeals effective for hearing 
at end of the year 1873, a like number having been in that position at the end of 1872 
and 1871. 

14. In the Court for Land Cases Reserved, of the 3 cases undisposed of at the end 
of 1872 2 were disposed of, in both the judgment of the Court below was affirmed ; 
and 1 case was stUl a remanet at the end of 1 873. There was no new case in the yoai’. 

15 (a.) The result of the very unfavourable harvest and winter of 1872-73, may bo 
traced in the incre^ of ejectments for non-payment of rent from the Superior and Civil 
Bill Courts, executed by Sheriffe or Special Bailiffs, from 800 in 1872 to 1,256 in 1873. 

(b ) The extension of the pressure to the labouring classes is indicated by the increase 
of 704 in the warrants of ejectment from the Petty Sessions Court against cottier tenants 
and small tenants in towns, raising the number to 5,781. 

16 . (a.) The operation of the Land Act may he traced in the increase of ejectments 
having passed over without an increase of crime. In ejectments from the Superior and 
Civil Bill Courts, other than for non-payment of rent, executed by Sheriffs or Special 
Bailiffs, there was an increase of 148, from 373 in 1872 to 521 in 1873. 

(6 ) These were followed by an increase of 127 cases at Land Sessions, from 599 in 1872 
to 726 in 1873. 
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(c.) Decrees were made in 236 cases, awarding compensation to the extent of £19,638, 
or £83 on an average for each case, indicating that the cases in which decrees were 
made belonged to farms of a small class. 

(d.) Sixty-four per cent, of the compensations was for lose on quitting holding and 
improvements together; 13 per cent, for improvements alone ; 12 per cent, for loss on 
quitting holding alone, and 1 1 per cent, for Ulster Tenant-right. 

(e.) In Ulster alone the compensation awarded for Tenant-right amounted to 28 per 
cent, of the whole ; in 1872 it was 69 per cent. As a single case on a custom may fix 
the usage for a whole estate, such cases have a tendency to decrease as compared with 
cases where a claim for compensation for disturbance forms a part, which rest so much 
in the discretion of the Judge. 

17. There was a large increase of 18,050 in ordinary Civil BiUs entered at the Irish 
County Courts, from 77,335 in 1872, to 95,385 in 1873. There was a similar but not 
so great an increase in the Civil business at Petty Sessions of 7,796 summonses on such 
business, from 88,223 in 1872, to 96,019 in 1873. Part of the increase of business in both 
Courts was caused by the pressure of the winter 1872-73, shown by the increase of 
ejectments for non-payment of rent already referred to ; but in the case of the Civil Bill 
jurisdiction, part was caused by the increased amount of tenants’ property brought 
within the domain of law by the indirect operation of the Land Act. 

18. (a.) The statistics of the revision that took place in 1873 maybe taken as a good 
measure of the effect of the Marquess of Hartington’s Jury Act of 1873, which modified 
the qualifications under Lord O’Hagan’s Act of 1870, and provided for the exclusion of 
persona who could not read and write English, and for the Court being fully informed 
of all grounds of exemption and disqualification. 

(&,) The revision under these special circumstances amounted to 25 per cent, in the case 
of the General Jurors’ Lists, and 16 per cent, in the case of the Special Jurors’ Lists. 

(c.) The Special Jurors in the revised and corrected books, with estimate of return 
wanting for Down, amount to 13,944. The number of both Special and Common Jurors 
together on the General Jurors’ Books, 63,472, being 8,012, or 14 per cent, above the 
number (55,460) on the General Jurors’ Lists in 1871, the last under the old law. 

19. (a.) The number of Jurors summoned in 1873 was 61,103. Of these 23,253 were 
Special Jurors (including Grand Jurors at Assizes, assumed to be generally of that class), 
23,112 Common Jurors, 13,085, either Special or Common, according to the rotation, and 
1,653 Jurors summoned for other purposes than to Superior Courts, Assizes, Quarter 
Sessions, &o., but not specified. 

(6.) Of the 28,253 summonses to Special J urors only 4,612 count in the rotation to saye 
them from serving in turn syith Common Jurors. Thus, for 18,641 summonses to Special 
Jurors no credit is given; 13,603 of these arise from their being summoned on Quarter 
Sessions Grand Juries. 

(c.) The pressure of duty on Special Jurors in the cmmtry arises chiefly from Quarter 
Sessions Grand Juries, and in Dublin from the system of distinct panels for each of the 
Superior Courts, which was proposed to be modified for England by Mr. Lopes’s Jury 
Bill of the present Session. 
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RETURNS, TABLES, AND FORMS 



EELATING TO 

The Superior Courts of Common Law (including the Civil and Fiscal Jurisdiction and 
Jurisdiction in Appeals of Judges on Circuit) ; 

The High Court of Chanceryf^e Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
High Court of Admiralty, and the Court of Bankruptcy and Insolvency ; 

The Supreme Courts of Appeal, viz. — Her Majesty in Council, the House of Lords, the 
Privy Council, Ireland, the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, 
the Court of Criminal Appeal, Cases reserved for twelve J udges, and Court for Land 
Cases reserved ; 

Appeals and Licences at Quarter Sessions, Local Charter Courts, the Courts of Chairmen 
of Counties and Recorders, Sheriffe’ Proceedings, Jurors, Proceedings as to, by 
Revising Judges and by Sherifis as to sunjmoning, and the Civil Jurisdiction of 
Petty Sessions Courts. 
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